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Tranflator’s Preface. 


T Here are Two Popular Objections common¬ 
ly made againji Abridgments , which I 
(hall endeavour to anfwer one after the 
* other : The fir(l is, That they have occaftotfd the 
Loft of the greater Vilumes from whence they were 
extracted. Thus, for inflame, the Lofj qfTrogUS 
Pompeius is imputed to Juft in , that of Livy to 
Florus or his Epitomator 5 and Xiphilinus, a 
Mon\ of Conftantinople, who flourifh'd about 
the middle of the Eleventh Century , is charged 
with deprivingthe world of Dion Gaffius. Nay, 
the Loft of all the Texts and Decifions of the 
- Learned Lawyers before him , is attributed to 
" Trebonian, who compiled his Landeds out cf 
' them, ThU Notion was flarted by fome Learned 
Men of the lafl Age , as Bod in, Cafaubon, and 
my Lord Bacon; and fince their time , merely y 
> Ifuppofe , upon their Credit and Authority , it has 
been almofl universally received % without any man¬ 
ner of Examination. However , with a due fitb- 
mijfton be it fpohgn to Per font of their deferved E- 
* jhem and Reputation in the world, I cannot per- 
Ifuade my f If, that this Accufation is well fup- 
* ported j for befides that we have the Misfortune 
5 *-7 trQir to 
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to regret the want of fivcral uftfxl Booty, which 
at far as we tyiow were never abbreviated, fitch as 
Diodorus Siculus, and Dionyfius Halicarnaf- 
fcus ; and on the other hand envy Jet ers! others 
that were Epitomized, as we find the Hiftory of 
Kercdctus is [till extant., althoone Theopom- 
pus, whom 5 uid as Mentions-, had made an A- 
hridgment of it ; both which h.jhnecs are fv.fi- 
dent to overthrow this precarious Hyp a hfIs ; yet 
in my opinion there are fo many better Reafons to 
be aligned for the Lofs of thfie precious Monu¬ 
ments of Antiquity, that lam apt to fatter my 
felf it will be no difagreeable Entertainment to 
the Reader to give him a Jhort View cf them.. 
Before the Art of Printing was difeoverd , it 
may eaflly be imagined, That as Volumes of any 
conjiderable Bulk tvere infinitely more Expenfive 
than now they are, fo they could only he pur cha¬ 
fed by men of Plentiful Fortunes ; that confe- 
quently they were nothing nearf > well diffufed :> and 
when they happen d to be loft or impaired by ti ne r 
the Lofs was neither fo jocn, nor /> eafily no uited. 
If to this we add , That in that part of the 
wortd which had formerly been the Seat of all 
Arts and Sciences , Learning began to be ne- 
glefted, if not defpifid ; and that from another 
part of it vaft Inundations of Barbarous People 
were continually pouring down, who fwept away 
every thing before them ; no confideriug man 1 be¬ 
lieve will find it ftrange, "Boat amid ft the vaft 
Treafures of the Ancient Ages, fo few Jhould 
efcape fo general a Shipwracty, and arrive fafe to 
our hands . 7 bat this was the cafe of the Roman. 

Em- 
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Empire in its declining Period, no body that if 
not utterly unacquainted with their Hijiory, will 
prefume to queftion. As foon as that Vigorous Spi m 
rit which animated thrir Republic , had wholly 
abandon d them , Learning and Learned Men made 
but a very inconfiderable Figure among them. 
Hence we fie, that from the time of the AntO- 
nincs till Diocletian, they did not produce one 
fugle HiPtorian above the ran\ of our Modern 
Grubftreet Annalifts. I could not prevail with 
my filf to allow the Scriptores Auguftse Hifto- 
rix. who lived in this Interval, a better fiation ; 
for tho : tis certain that forry Guides are better 
than none at all , y;t the Stile of the above-men¬ 
tioned Writers is fo extremely vicious , their Con¬ 
duct Jo injudicious,and their Relations ofallTranf- 
all/ons fo jejune and inf pid , that any one that 
well fn limit to the Penance cf turning over their 
IVirty, will fion hi convinced to his coft , that 
what lnave told him, is true. JVkile Learning was 
thus daily decrying in its Vitals , all this while 
Epitomes were given it to tyep it alive: not that 
thcy contribxted to the lofs of the Greater Volumes 9 
which would have been dtftnyd without them ; 
but they were the only Booty that then pleafed , and 
were in vogue ^whether it was that tbefckjy Genius 
of thofe Ages could not endure Volumes of a larger 
fize, which it required a more healthful Conjlitution 
to drgeftyor whither the continual Alarms of thdr . 
Enemies juft allowed them time enough to perufe 
Jhort.Manuals 5 as we fee men fildom ft down to 
a Regular Dinner? when they are every moment in 
danger of having their Quarters hz&r.w For 

As 
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now the Goths, under which name 1 comprehend- 
all the Northern Mob made up of the Scum cf 
feveral Nations, invaded the Empire in good ear- 
neft, and pierced into the very Bowels of it, which 
before they were contented to at tack only in its Out¬ 
skirts and reMGlejl Provinces . This inf dent Rab¬ 
ble of Tramontani faffing the Alpes, out of a 
natural averfion to all Literature and Politemfs, 
Burnt and plunder'd ad the Libraries that {iood in 
their way j and as no care Wits taken to repair the da¬ 
mages which thefe outrageous Levellers every where 
committed, we ought t}ot to wonder , that when 
the Building was con fumed, fo much of the rich 
Furniture happen d to Jhare the fame Calamity, 
and he deflroy a along with it. The Saracens in¬ 
deed. who fome Ages afterfubdued the better part 
of Afia and Greece, were a fairer Enemy j As 
if their defign had been to ma\e an entire Con- 
que(i of Sciences and Arts, rather than of Ter¬ 
ritories and People, they encouraged the Mnfes , 
which perhaps may be one reafon why more of the 
Greek Hiftorians are preserved, than of the 
Latin, and tranflated Ptolorr.y , Euclid, and 
Ariftotle, with mfi of the valuable Greek Books 
thy cculd get, into the Arabic Language * by 
the fame tckgn that the laft of thefe about the 
end of the Twelfth Century , was cut of Arabic 
turned into Latin ,upon which barbarousVerfion the 
Schoolmen afterwards built all their petifogging , 
litigious, Cobweb - Divinity* But the Goths were 
not fo merciful in their anger i they deflroyd Learn¬ 
ing root and branch, and by their good will would 
ZQtkgvt left us the haft remainders or footfieps of it. 
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To this may be added as no fmaU caufe of the left 
cf fo many Latin Originals, the indtfereet Zeal 
of /. me over-pious Chrifitans,-who never thought 
th< ir Religion fecure, or out of danger, fo long as 
any of the Monuments ofPaganifm were fuffered 

to flare it in the face* for this reafon they Jacrifi- 
ced all thoje Books which gave the lea ft account 
cf iheHeathenTheology to the flames ; and as y tis 
vmcfftble for an Hfiorian to give zts a full Hi- 
fi vry of any Country without acquainting us with 
feveral of their Religious Rites and Ceremonies, 
becatife Livy makes frequent mention of the 
Pieman Sacrifices,Luftrations, Proceffions, &c. 
Gregory the Great deftroyed as many of his 
Books as had the misfortune to fall into his 
hands , and by doing fo , imagined he dtd his 
Maker good fervice. I could focner forgive 
him , had he taken upon him the Title of Uni- 
verfal Bifoop which his Ambitious Brother Pre¬ 
late of Conitantinople then ufurped ; nay, had 
he done all the finful unrighteous things which 
the werfi of his Succijjors ever committed, 
than pardon him this Immoral Aclton cf 
defer tying the Works of Livy. In jhort , 
for 1 am afraid 1 have dwelt too long upo?s this 
Chapter j ’/« evident, that fir(l a neglect or dtf- 
couragcment of Learning, then the everlaftmg 
hvafums of Barbarous Nations, really contri¬ 
buted to the lofs of thofe Ancient Authors,whom 
now we want , efpecially confidering that the 
Twnfcribers of thofe Ages cculd not fuon enough 
repair the Damages which thefe cruel Ravagers 
committed, in the Empire of Learning, it being 

truly 
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truly obferved of the Roman Monarchy , and 
the Roman Authors , that their Greatnefs in 
part occafion'J the dtfirufiicn of both . 

So much for the firfi Objection, which Icon- 
fefs does not affefi our Attempt , as being 
compiled not out of one jingle Hiflorian , but col¬ 
lected out of many . other ^as it appears to be 

better grounded , fo it is more general , and 
firikes at all Abbreviations whatever. It is 
therefore pretended , that thefe forts of Perfor¬ 
mances don’t fo much diffufe Learning , as thiy 
profitute it\ that as they were the Inventions 
of an unpohfiid Age, when people grew laz.y,fi 
they continue tboje habits fill in the minds of 
men ; that the generality of Mankind contending 
themfelves with a fupe*ficial knowledge of 
things,ft down fat is fed with thefe amufcments , 
which fur nips them with matter enough for com¬ 
mon Conversion , and by this means are hin¬ 
dered from making a thorough progrefs in 
Learning. To this terrible Charge it may be an * 
filter'd, That the ill ufe thefe empty Pretenders 
make of Abridgments, as of every thing clfe , 
does net defray the real advantage of them , 
on l ought by no means to /land in competi¬ 
tion with the vifibU benefit that the far 
greater number of Readers daily reap from 
them. As there is no difputing againfi 
matter of Fact, 5 tis certain there were ne¬ 
ver fo many Abfirafis or Epitomes of all forts 
printed as at p efent‘ r witnejs the great va¬ 
riety of 'Journals in all parts of Europe ; and 
yet the Commonwealth of Learning has been fo 
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far from receiving any prejudice or detriment 
pom them , that it may without the leaf impu- 
■4 tat ion of vanity be affirm'd, that all Sciences 
/• have been more univtrfilly cultivated in 
' our Age , than in any of the preceding ones j 
v and that thefe Abbreviations have not a little 
contributed to the farther incrca/e and propaga¬ 
tion of them . Hiflory is a Province of a vajl 
extent, where an unacquainted Traveller may 
tufily lefe his way, or elfi be bcwildnd in the 
great variety of matter j and therefore *tis but 
a charitable Office to give him a general Scheme 
of the Countrcy before he a finally vifits it. 9 Tts 
hkewife plain that Abridgments have been fuc- 
cesfully attempted in Mathematics. How intel- 

l ligible are Tacquet, Barrow, and De Witt, in 
| refpefi of Clavius’j tedious Comments upon Eu¬ 

clid** Demon fir at ions ? nay they have not only 
jj faved abundance of unnecijfary labour , but they 

l have made this knowledge pleafant to thofe 
I who in the la ft Age were frighted with the dif¬ 
ficulty of thefe Srudies. Before I dtfmifs this 
Paragraph 1 will only add , That Abridgments 
have been fo far from mutilating any of the 
b avches of Learning , that were it not for the 
e/fifiances we derive from them , there would be 
.< fo many Interruptions and Chafmas, particu- 

% lady in the Hijlorical part of it, that it would 

| prove but an uncomfortable fludy. How many 
| Ecclefiajlical Monuments./or infiance, had been 

y l«fi, // Photius the Learned Patriarch of Con- 
| lbntinople had not prefervtd them for Pofle- 
I rity, by tbrewing them into a Uj/'er room. 
f I will 
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I will not fo far ahufe my Reader's patience 
? t0 ™*W «?«» the federal Advantages de¬ 
duced from Htftory, and particularly the Ro- 
an, which of all others it the mofi infiru- 
mve and entertaining. As it comprises a 
prodigious variety of furprizing Events, the 
Affairs of ether Nations are all along fo inter¬ 
woven wuh theirs that what one of their own 

°f *$«*, ^ literally true, viz! 
That whoever reads the Alstons they performed, 
does not fo much learn the Hiflory of one fmile 
/“A tlat ° f , M M “» k ‘»d- And hr. 

theta r! n ? r f,‘% 0m thi ”S t0 em fider, 
n it f a Vf ‘rf ul Town , compofed at firft of 
Outlaws and Vagabonds, of different ImJetts. 
Tempers, and perhaps Principles 5 of fo little 

?ef«rlTf Reruta “ 0 ”' thatyheir Neighbours 
refuf d , marry their Daughters to them, 

TeatJZT”'/ which 

threatned thttr Confutation in its very inf an- 

cy , and afterwards upon a new moulding of 

their Government , which private Male-eJ- 

, e ” Sat I Jm j\ md powerful Enemies abroad 

si tr defir " h ( ho “Mh the regularity of 
their MbitaryDifciplme, the bravery of their 

Forces, and the vertue of their Inhabitants, 
be in a capacity make fuch affonijbing Con- 
tyuefs. And though the perpetual Struggles be¬ 
tween the People and the Senate threw the 
State two fo many terrible Convulfims, that 

LaL *W ear »%, Sytoptoms, their Common¬ 
wealth 0, ten fern dto he in an expiringCondiU- 
on;yet We find tbey made the haughtiefi Powers 

in 
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in the Vniverfe truckle to them, and redo- 
ced all the then inhabited World to their obe¬ 
dience. After this , to rtfieft , how by the 
creeping w of Avarice and Luxury , and the 
feveral Inferior Vices dependant on thefe the 
Ri pub lie was diflblved, and forced to give way 
to the Emperon, under whofe bands it flour ilh- 
), ed for fome time, till by the frequent Revoluti- 
■ °. ns ™ ade h an Holent Army, hut efpecially 
by the perpetual Irruptions of the Northern Feo- 

' r e > u broken to pieces , all thefe 

remarkable fljiftings of the Scene, and the frefh 

f *n eara >™ offomany new perfons ftiU upon the 
I Theatre, ntufl needs give a confidtring man not 
j only a very agreeable, but ufeful entertainment. 

Iam now arrive* to the lafl flage of my Pre¬ 
face, fo that 1 ha^e no more work left upon my 
j hands,but only to give the Reader a (hort Ac- 
I count fthe following Perfcrmance.lt was com -• 

I ffyy* judicmts Hznd in F ranee for the ufe 
i 9 f toe Duke of Burgundy, and recommended 
\ 10 ™ e b * Learned Gentlemen here in Town, 

\ who was fo taken with the newmfs of the Me- 
\ tbol , and the ocaVinefs cf the Chronology , that 
I he was impanent till he fawit put into an Eng- 
! . dr eft.the mole u managed by way of Due- 

! LVi/fr^r eaf,e ' f am 'i> ar i Intel- 
legible Meshed, finned to per funs of the meantff 

Capacity, but With that good order md accura¬ 
cy, that the greateff Proficients in this fort of 
Learning may not be ajhamed to refretl their 
Memories by perufing it. ] was the Lore eafily 
perfiuaded to undertake it, becaufe I could never 
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as yet meet any abbreviation of the Roman 
Hi ft ory, which wets not in cm refpeff or other 
lame and deficient. Either the Stile was uncor- 
reft, the Narration too tedious t or obfcareer the 
true order of time ntiferably neglctted . 

As for Lucius Florus, tho I confefs there are 
abundance of things very prettily faid in bim % 
yet he fo frequently interrupts the Stries of the 
H'fiery , and is fo everlafting an Afi'eEler < f 
pointed Stntcnees , to which he facnfices the 
Truth without any remorje , that he is net to be 
depended upon. EuCropius and Aurelius Vi* 
(ft or lived in an unpodte Age, and net only pa ft 
over fivoral Important Occurrences, but com¬ 
monly give a fentity account of matters of fall. 

I cannot anfwer for this , that it wholly comes 
up to the dignty of the Subjecl 5 and indeed as 
it n the firfi undertaking cf this nature that 
eve* appear'd in public, it cannot reajonably be 
expMed that it jhculd be carried to its high?ft 
perfection at once \ however 1 1 may without va¬ 
nity affirm , That it has been confiderably im - 
prov d in the Verfion , as any one that will be at 
the piins to compare tbs Tranfiution with the 
Original will foon difeover , 

If it meets the favourable Reception which 
fo uftfid and fervice able a Performance [eems 
to dferve, the Trarfiat or may } perhaps, find 
lei fare time enough hereafter for the advantage 
of our Engliih Tj nth to put it into the Vnivtr- 
jal Language, 
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j A Clear Method for the 
more eafy under {landing 
the Roman Hiftory, &c. 

The Origine of the Romans . 

The Tear of the World 2800 . Before lefts Qhrifi 1184 . 

gueji. TT Defire to know the O.igine of the 
I Romm ? 

I Anfw, They came from lEneas, 
JL the Son of Ancbfis , who alter 
the taking of Thy , lied ir.to halo , and 
fettled there. 

When did this happen? \ 

A. In the Year 2800 of the Creation of 
the World. 

When <is£>ieas was in Italy, what did 
he there? 

A, He married Lavima, Daughter fo f.<« 
Unur, King cl che Latins , after"he had in a 
hngle Combat kill’d Turnus, King <d the Ru- 
1u> L who pretended to the fime Lady. 

Did he do t-odiing elfc? 

A. He 
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A, He built a City there which he call'd 

L minium. 

* ^ Who govern’d the Latins after the 

Pcatn of Latinus ? 

A. JEneas . 

^ How long did he Reign ? 

A . No more than three Years. 

^ Who fucceeded JEneas ? 

A . His Son Afcanius , whom he had by 

Cnufa. 

Before we takg in hand the Succeffion of the 
Kings of Rome, 'tvs in form manner neceffary to 
give that of the Latin Kings after the Delim¬ 
it ion of Troy , and to remember that iEneas, 
Anchifes’s Son , and Son-in-Law to Latinus , 
from whom the Latins derive their Name , was 
(lain in a Battle Four hundred twenty fix years 
before the Building of Rome, and that Latinus 
reign'd thirty five Years of it* 


A Chro- 
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A Chronological Table of the Latin 
Kjngs . 


Kings. 

Year cf the 
World. 

Reign 

Ficus Son of Saturn 

2757 

37 

Faunus 

2 724 

44 

Latinus I. 

283S 

35 

JEneas 

2872 

6 

Afcanius Son of JEneas 

2877 

38 

Sihius Son of Afcanius 

2pi5 

29 

JEneas Silvius 

2944 

31 

Latinus IT. 

2 p 75 

51 

Alba Silvius 

3035 

39 

Capetus I. 

30^4 

2 6 

Capys 

3090 

28 

Capetus II. 

3118 

l 3 

tiberinus 

313 1 

8 

Agrippa Silvius 

3*39 

41 

Alladius , or Aremulius ? 
Silvius ) 

3180 

19 

Aventinus Silvius 

3 l 99 

37 

Procas , or Palatinus Silvius 
Anulius Silvius 

3 2 3 6 

2 3 

3 2 5 9 

4 t 

Numitor . 

3 2 PP 

2 ! 
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The Building of Rome. 

Tear of the World 3301 . Before Chrijt 753 . 

< 3 . TTTTHen was the City of Rome built ? 

W A. In the 3961 Year of the Ju¬ 
lian Period. 75 3 before the Chriftian J&ra. 
^3 i after the burning of Troy , and of the 
World 3301. 

VVhich was the Capital City of the 
Lit ins then ? 

A. Alba. , becaufe Julius that built it, 
made it the Seat of his Empire. 

Q. What King poflefs’d the Throne at 
that time. 

A. Amulius after he had ejected his Bro¬ 
ther Numitor. 

From whence was Rome fo called ? 

A . From Romulus , who gave it his own 
Nime. 

Why? 

^.■'Becaufe his Brother Rhmus and he 
having agreed , That he who faw the bell 
Augury Ihould Name it \ Romulus had the 
molt favourable Augury, as having feen 
twelve Vultures, and the other only hx. 


The me ms Romulus made t/fe of to Peo¬ 
ple his New City of Roms 

fXTHat Method did Romulus take fo 
VV People his Cirv? 

A. He bethought himfclf of two expedi¬ 
ents. 

Q. What were th*y ? 

A. In the firft place he open’d a PuY: v k 
Smdhiary in a littleWood , which was not 
far from the City, where al! Fugitive Slaves, 
Criminals, Bankrupts , and others of the 
fame Quality found Protedfion. 

<*>•_ Did this Expedient take e/feefr ? 

A . Ay. 

^ What did he do after this? 

A . Since the Romans had no Women a- 
mong them, and their Neighbours would 
not marry with them, they were obliged to 
have recourle to a Stratagem. 

^ How was that ? 

A . They publilhed in all the Neighbour¬ 
ing Provinces, that at fuch a time they de- 
lign’d to celebrate fome Sports. The Sa¬ 
bins came to fee the Divenifement, and 
brought their Wives and Daughters hither. 
Now when they were moll intent upon be¬ 
holding the Sights, Romulus gave the Sig¬ 
nal, and the Romans immediately carried 
off the Sabine Women, and married them. 


( o 

Romulus having thus peopled his Ci¬ 
ty, wlrat did he afterwards ? 

A, He divided it into Thirty Curia or 
Wards which he called Sabin. 

^ Did he do nothing befides ? 

A. He alfo divided his Subjcds into three 
Orders ? 

£1 As how? 

A. The Firft was that of the Senators , 
whom he created to the Number of a hun¬ 
dred, and call’d them Panes or Fathers, and 
their Children Patricians . The Second was 
that of the Knights. And the Third, that 
of the People. 

The fever al Sorts of Government in the 
city of Rome. 

T TOw was Rente govern’d at firft ? 

jLJL A. By Kings. 

g. How do ye call this fort of Govern¬ 
ment ? 

A. Monarchy. 

<g. Was Rome always govern’d by Khigs ? 

A. No: It became a Republick after the 
Expullion of Tarquin the Proud, who was 
the Seventh King there. 

^ What do you mean by Republick ? 

A. That is to fay, a State where feveral 
Perfons command. 

What difference do you make between 
a Monarchy and a Republick ? 


A* A 
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A . A Monarchy is a State where only one 
governs in Chief. . A Republick, where the 
Adminiftration is lodged in many Hands. 

How long did this Republick conti¬ 
nue ? 

A. It lafted in the firft place, from the 
Confulat cf Brutus to the Gonfulat of Clau - 
diusy which makes 245 Years; and after¬ 
wards from the Confulat of Claudius to the 
Empire oiCxfar, which makes about as ma¬ 
ny Years more. 

g). Did Rome always continue a Repub¬ 
lick ? 

A . No 5 it was afterwards govern’d by 
Emperors. 

g. What difference is there between a 
King, and an Emperor ? 

A . ’Tis another Name, but the Auhority 
is almoft the fame. 

How many forts of Government have 
there been in Rome ? 

A. Three: That of Kings, which Lifted 
250 Years. That of the Confuls 450. And 
that of the Emperors 3 60 . 

How long did the Roman Empire 
continue from the firft year of Gafar , to 
the tenth of Conftantine Palaologus , which 
makes up its beginning and end ? 

A. It continued a Thoufand five hundred 
and one Year. 

Ig. How many Kings had they at Rome ? 

A. Seven, whofe Names you’ll fee in a 
Table below. 

B 4 g. How 
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jg. How many Emperors have there been 
in the two Empires of the Eaft , and the 

IVeft ? 

A. The Forty eight firft pofifefs’d it en¬ 
tirely. The Twelve fucceeding had theEm- 
piie of the IFtft , and the oiher Sixty three 
the Empire of the Eajt. 

The Seven Kjngs <?/Rome. 

The Tear of the World 3301. 

In the Fourth Tear of the Sixth Olympiad. 

3961 of Julian Period. 

431 after the Faking of Troy. 

7 j 3 before the Firfl Tear of the ChriJHan Era. 


Kings. 

Year of the 
| World. 

Reign. 

j. Tomulus. 

3301 

00 

CO 

Inter-Regnum, 

2. Plum* Pompilius . 

3. lull us H films. 

333 ? 
3340 i 

43 

33B3 i 

3 2 

4. Ancus Martins. 

34>4 ! 

34 

5. Tarquinius Prifcus . 

343 ? 

3 ? 

6 . Servius Tullius. 

3477 

4 + 

7 . 'Tzrquinius Super bus. 

3521 

44 


The two firft Confute, Brutus and Colla- 
times, govern’d in the 245 th Year of Rome, 
after the Expulfion of their Kings, on the 
24th of February. A day obferv’d in their 
Kalendar. 

Romulus' 


| Romulus the Firjl KJvg t>f Rome. 

Tear of the World 3301. Before thrift 753 * 

^.T Defire to know fomething of the Eirch 

J of Romulus ? 

A* He was the Son of Rbea Silvia , and 
fuppofed to be begotten by Mars. 

6). Who Was this Rbea Silvia ? 

JL Daughter to Numitor , and Neice of 
Am alius. 

&K What happen’d to this Lady ? 

A. Her Uncle Amulius fliut her up among 
the Veftal Virgins, that fo by this means he 
might make her uncapabls of having Chil¬ 
dren, who might one day difpute the Throne 
he ufurp’d with him. 

Q Did this Policy of his fuccced ? 

A. No: For this young Veital going one- 
day to fetch fome W ater in a little Wood , 

» which the Albans had confecratei.to Mars r 
to be employ’d in the Sacrifices ot the God- 
defs Vtfta , fhe was ravilh’d by an armed 
Man, who pretended ?o be the God Mars. 

But what did Amulius when he faw 

• her big with Child ? 

' A . He condemned her to Dye 5 but at 

■ the Inf ere diion of Antho , only Daughter to 
this Inhuman Tyrant, this Sentence was 

• changed i;>to perpetual Imprifonment. 

] What befel her in this .Priion? 

■j A. She was brought to bed oi t wo Chib 

| dren? B 5 fTAnd 
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Q And what happen’d to the poor In¬ 
fants ? 

A . AmuVms immediately commanded ’em 
to be thrown into the Tiber , in a little Woo¬ 
den Basket without a cover, 

Q How were they preferved ? 

A . The Stream carried the two Infants to 
the Side of the River, and a certain Woman, 
call’d Lap a, directed thither by their Cries, 
took them up, and gave them Suck for fome 
time, which occalion’d the Report that they 
were fuckled by a She-wolf. 

<§. Who took the care to bring them up ? 

A. One Faufiulus by Name, the King’s 
Shepherd, who knowing their Birth, took 
them from the Woman, carried them home, 
and gave them to his Wife Acca Laurentia to 
liiirfe them. 

When they came to age, what did they 

then } 

A. Faufiulus having told them who they 
were, they kill’d their Uncle AmuHxs . 

^ For what reafon? 

A . To Re eftabliih their Uncle Numitor in 
his Throne 5 and laftly, in the fecond Year 
of his Reign, they built Rome. 

^ What happen’d to Rhemus ? 

A , As he was jelling and ridiculing the 
fmallnefs of the Ditch, which Romulus had 
caus’d to be made, and leaping over it, he 
was kill’d by one of the Workmen, who 
gave him a great Blow on the Head with a 
Rake* 

Haw 


How came Romulus to be King? 

A. After the Death of his Brother Rhomut » 
he was own’d as King by all his Followers. 

6 K What did he do when he was King ? 

A . He was a great Warrier, and gain’d 
a confiderable Battle againft the Ceninians , 
the Antemnates , and the CrujlumenianSj with 
whom he made War. 

What remarkable Performances did 
he do in this War ? 

A. He kill’d their General with his 
own Hand , and defeated the reft of the 
Army. 

g. After this Vi&ory, what did he ? 

A . He entred Rome in a Chariot drawn 
by four Horfes, cover’d with a Purple Robe, 
all the Prifoners of War marching in order 
before him. 

g. Did not he give them their Liberty 
again ? 

Ak Yes; at the inftance of the Roman 
Women, who for the moft part had Relati¬ 
ons among them. 

<*>._ He received them afterwards into the 
number of his Citizens ? 

A> - Right, and gave them the fame Pri¬ 
vileges with the reft of the Romans . 

^ Had Romulus no other War but this ? 

A. He maintain’d a long and cruel War 
againft the Sabins , who were mightily en¬ 
raged at the taking away of their Wives and 
Daughters. 

During this War, what Remarkable 
A&ion happen’d l A* 


( 12 . ) 

A, The Sabins poffeft themfelves of the 
Capitol by the means of Tarpeia, who had the 
keeping of one of the Gates, and deliver’d it- 
to them. 

Q Upon what Condition ? 

A* That they (hould give her the Golden 
Bracelets they wore on their Arms. 

And what enfued upon this ) 

A. Inftead of performing this Article , 
they preft h?r to Death with the weight of 
th ir Bucklers, and cut the Garifon in 
pieces. 

Were there not feveral other Combats 
between the Romans and the Sabins . 

A. There was another, which had been 
exceeding bloody , if the Roman Wives , 
that had been carried off by force, had not 
thrown themfelves between the two Armies, 
and obtain’d a Peace with their Tears. 

«§£• he Sabins then were toucht with 
Companion at this light. 

A* True; both one and t’other (ide threw 
4 own their Arms, and fwore they would- 
never War againft each other any more. 

• 4 V What Agreement (hen did they make? 

A . That {hould be .the Capital City 

of ; their Empire, and that Romulus and Ta- 
tixs, King of the Sabins , (hould Reign toge¬ 
ther. 

Where did they live ? 

A, Tat ms continued in the Capitol which 
life had Conquer’d 5 and Rumuus chofe 
Palatine ,.. 
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Was not the Body of the Senate aug¬ 
mented by 7 alius ? 

A. He made ’em juft as many more as 
they weie before the late Articles. 

<X What was that Number ? 

A. Three hundred. 

Was any thing done in Honour of the: 

Women ? 

A. They inftifufed the Matronal^ or Feaft 
of the Matrons, which was to be celebrated. 
Yearly. 

How do they fay Romulus died ? 

A. We don’t pofitively know. Somepre* 
tend that as he was haranguing his Soldiers, 
a Tempeft arofe, and he difappear’d all on 
the fudden •, and this gave an cccalion to 
the common belief, That he was tranflated- 
among the gods. 

&. But which is the moft probable Opi- 
C nion } 

A . That the Senators, whom he treated 
too imperioufly, kill’d him in the midft of 
the Senate, fo that each of them carried un^ 
der his Robe fome Piece of his Body, and 
afterwards made the People believe that he. 
was mounted up to Heaven, 
i After the Death of Romulus , was net? 

i the form of Government chang’d } 

A. Yes: For the Senate being compofed 
* of Romans and Sabines , ’twas relolved to 
5 chufe by Lots Five Perfonsof both Nations, 
| who (hould reign hve days alternatively, till 

i fuch time as they could hnd out one that was 
worthy to fill the Throne. ££• How. 
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^ How long did this Interregnum la ft? 

A. A Twelvemonth. 

Was nothing done to the Honour of 
Romulus ? 

A, A Temple was built to him upon the 
Qtirind Mount, where he was ador’d under 
tfcc name of Quirinus. 

^ How long did he reign ? 

A. Thirty eight Years,and was fucceeded 
by Numa Pompilius . 

Numa Pompilius the Second Kjng of 
Rome. 

Year of the World 3340 . of Rome 40 . 

Jj^TJ'R.om whence came Numa Pompilius ? 

JL A . From Cures , the Metropolis of 

the Sabines . 

How was he declared King ? 

A . Some Ambafladors went to offer him 
the Crown at Cures, where he then redded, 
and all in coniideration of his great Piety. 

^ What things did he do, being arrived 
at Rome ? 

A . The firft thing he did was to disband 
the Guards which Romulus had inftituted for 
the fecuriry of his Perfcn. 

Q What made him do fo ? 

A. Becaufe he faid’t was better for a Prince 
to make himfelf be lov'd than fear'd by his 
Subjects. 

What did he do afterwards ? 

iA> He 
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A, He eftablifh’d a certain Form of Sa¬ 
crifices and Ceremonies that were to be ob- 
ferv’d in the Woifhip of their gods. 

<jjK Did he do any thing befides ? 

A . He likewife inifituted the Pontiffs , the 
Augurs^ and the Saltan Priefts. In fine, he 
teftified by his Laws and Actions, That no¬ 
thing was more neceflary in a State than 
Religion and Juftice. 

Did not he build fome Temples ? 

A» He built one to the Honour of Janus , 
which was to be (hut in the time of Peace, 
and open’d in War. 

Did he build any more? 

A . Yes: That which he confecrated to 
the Goddefs Vefla , where he eftablilh’d the 
Veftal Virgins. 

^ Who were theie Vejlals ? 

A* Certain Virgins that were chofen a- 
bout the Age of Four or Five Years, out of 
the Nobleft Families in Rome , to be Priefteffes 
of the Goddefs Fella. 

What was their Employment ? 

A. To look after the Holy Fire which 
burn’d inceffantly upon an Altar, and was a 
Symbol or Character of the Divinity they 
ador'd. 

What Puniftiment was affign’d for 
thofe Vejials that let the Holy Fire go out ? 

A. They were interr’d alive and treated 
after the very fame manner with thofe which 
violated their Chaftity, to which they were 
obligedo. 

Did 
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§K Did Numa Pompilius do any thing re¬ 
markable befides this ?■ 

A. He divided the Year into Twelve 
Months, whereas Romulus had only inftitu- 
ted Ten. In (hort, he eftablifh’d feveral other 
Laws, wh'ch he laid he received from the 
Goddefs Algeria, 

Q What manner of death died he > 

A. He died of an Indifpolifion , being 
Fourfcore years old, after a Reign of 43 
Years, which he pafs’d in a profound Peace, 
ilj. Had he any Children ? 

A, He had four Sons, none of which fuc- 
ceeded him in the Crown, but made four 
Ululirious Families in Rowe. 

^ Had he no Diughte?s ? 

A, He had one call’d Pompilia^ who was 
married to a Sabine Nobleman, whole name 
was Martins. 

Who was SucccfTor to ’butaia Pompilius ? 
A. Julius Hftiliiis. 

TuIIus Hoftilius, Third Kjng of Korns. 

Tear of the World 3383. of Rome 8 3. 

Would be inform d of what Family 
• was 7 ullus H ? 

A. He was Grand ion to Tullus HilUlius^whcx. 
was kill’d in endeavouring to retake the 
Capitol ; and was eletfed by the Romans for. 
bis Hcrokk A&ions,. 

^ What 
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g, What remarkable thing did he in the 

beginning of his Reign ? 

A. Twas he who hrft taught the Romani 
Military Difcipline, and the Art of fighting 
regularly. 

Did he do nothing elfe ? 

A* He diff ributed among the ordinary fort 
of people all the Demean which the Kings 
before him kept in their own hands, and re- 
ferv’d no more for himfelf than what he 
had when he was but a private Perfon. 

G). What confidcrable things happened in 

his Reign ? 

A, The famous Combat between the Ho - 
ratii and Curiatii. 

4. Pray recount to me how that was ma¬ 
naged. 

A • The Romans and Albans being willing 
to put a fpeedy Condufion to the War , 
which had laited a long while, ’twas refolv d 
on both Tides to chufe out Three men to fight 

fer their Ccuntrey. 

And what were the Conditions ? 

A. If the Three Albans were vanquilhed, 
Alba was to fubmit it felf to the Govern¬ 
ment of the Romans : On the other band, if 
the Roman Champions were beaten, then 
Rome muft do the like to Alba . 

Who were pitch’d upon for this Ex¬ 
ploit ? 

A. The Romans chofe the Three Horaiii, 
Brothers ; and the Albans the Three Curia? 
1 til* who were Three Brothers likewife. 
t What 
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What was the Succcfs of the Combat?;- Romans, in not fending them theAffiftance 
A . The Three Curiatii were at firft wound-' he was obliged to give them. 
ed,and Two of the Horatii flain. Sl After what manner died FuJlns HojH- 

^ The Third Horatius being left to fight lifts ? 
theorher Three, what became of him > A» He and his whole Family were burnt 

A. He pretended to fly for’t; and as the by Lightning which fet his Palace on fire. 

Curiatii eagerly purfued him, he faced about, ^ How long did he reign? 

and killed’em one after another. * A . Thirty two Years. 

Did he not foon tarnilh the Glory of Who fucceeded him ? 

this Illuftrious Adtion > A* Ancus Martins , who refembled Numa 

A. Yes. Tompilittf as well for his Juftice as his Piety. 

<§. As how ? 


A. By murdering his own Sifter. 

What inftigaced him to do that? 

,. A. Returning Victorious, and meeting 
uiS Sifter in Tears for one of the Curiatii , 
who was promis’d her in Marriage, he run I 
her through with his Sword. 

<*K Was he punifti’d for this Crime > 

A. No> his late Vi&ory excus’d him. 

The Romans being thus Conquerors, 
what did Tullus after this ? 

A. He ordered the City of Alba to be 
raz’d to the ground, and commanded the 
Albans to come and live at Rome with their 
King Mains Suffetius . 

Si What became of that King? 

A. He was fometime after ty’d to the 
Tails of four Horfes. and torn in pieces. 

For what Mifdemeanor wasfo fevere 
a Puniftiment inflicted on him ? 

A* For forming a Confpiracy to make 
nimfelf Mafter of Romey and betraying the :• 

Romans , % 

7 n 


Ancus Martius, Fourth Kjng of Rome. 

Year of the World 3414. Of Rome n$ : 

whom was Ancus Martins defeend- 

U ed > 

A. He was the Son of Tompilia , and 
Grandfon to Numa Vompilius. 

What particular things did Ancus Mar• 
tins do ? 

A. Nothing, if we except his inclofing 
Mount Aventine , and the Janiculum within 
the City, and building New Walls about it, 
and laying the Foundation of the City Oflia 
at the mouth of the Fiber. 

Had he no Wars at all ? 

A. He had one with the Latins , whom he 
defeated in feveral Battels. 

Si How died he ? 

A. Of'aSicknefs in the Twenty fourth 
Year of his Reign. 

<5^ How 
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How many Children had he ? 


( 21 ) 

g. Why quitted he his former name La- 


A. He had Two, whom he left under the ! cmon t0 ta ^ e ^ at T*rquinius? 

Care of Tarqninim Prifm , who took a way I A* In remembrance of the City of the 
the Kingdom from them, and got himfelf to nt Tarqnins, where he was born ? 
be declared King of Rom?. > g. How got he himfelf declared King? 

% It was then this Tarqmnins Prifcus that A. After the Death of Ancus Martins he 
fucceeded him ? affembled the Sviiatorsand People, and being 

A. Yes. jlupported by his Friends, and thofe whom 

i he had gain'd to his Party by Money, he put 

Tarquinius Prifcus, Fifth KJng of in for the Crown ’ and mana S ed his Affairs 


Rome. 

Tear of the World 3439, Of Rome 1 39. 


G) 


fo dexteroufly, that he obtain’d it without 
:any difficulty. 

^ What did he do to fecure himfelf in 
his new Kingdom? 

F 3 .om whence came ‘Tarquinius PAf- • A. He augmented the Senate with a hun- 
cus ? ^dred Senators, and enlarg’d the Authority 

A* He was originally of Corinth^ and Son | of that Auguft Body. He like wife added 

I?:Three hundred new Members to the Order 
I of the Knights, which was their number 
f before. 

<§. What other things were done by him 
in particular ? 

A. He order’d a Bundle of Rods bound up 
together, with an Axe in themidtl,to be car¬ 
ried before the Magiiiratcs. He regulated 


to a Rich Merchant whofe name was "Denta- 
ratur • 

<g. How came he to beraifed to this Dig- 
nity ? 5 

A.* Under the Reign of Ancus Martins 
he quitted the City of the Tarqnins to feek 
his Fortune at Kome , which it feems anfwer- 
ed his Ambition. 


^ What happened to him in his Journey i the Stuff and Fa (hi on of the Robes that were 
thithc-r ? 1 to be worn by the Kings and Augurs 5 and 


A. As he came near the City an Eagle 
lighted and took off his Bonnet, and foon 
after placed it on his Head again. Tanaquil 
told him, That this lucky Omen promis’d 
him the Regal Authority. * 

£b Why 


£cr:n mandfd the Chairs of the Senators to be 
| made of Ivory. 

| <9 What did he do beiidcs all this ? 

A. He regulated the Habits which were to 
diftinguifh the Knights from others that fer- 
ved in the Wars, and enjoined them to wear 

Golden 
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GoWen Rings on their Fingers. Then to di- 
ftinguifh the Children of llluftrious Famines 
& ° r< K r ’ < * them to wear long Robes boi- 


i)« • * ^ . - a wui- 

der d with Purple. 

»» unc ^ crt ake any confiderable 

Building ? 

A, He built the Circus , between Mount 
Palatine and Mount Aventine , to have there 
reprefented the Combats of Gladiators, and 
ot Beafts, or any other Diverfions of the like 
nature, that deriv’d their name from thence. 
$1 What was remarkable in his Reign ? j 
That he was the fir ft that wore a 
Crown and a Sceptre, with the other Marks 
of the Regal Dignity. 

What other remarkable Paflages have 
you ? & 

A; Being one day minded to try Atiius 
iVjwW, Prefident of the Augurs, he asked 
him. Whether what he thought of in his 
mind was pcflible to be done, or no ? 

Q What AnAver did Aiiius return him ? 
A After having confulted the Birds, he 
pofitwely told him it was. Why, fays the 
King I was thinking whether I was able to 
cut this Whctftone with a Razor. That [; 
you are, reply d the Augur , and at the ^ 
lame time the King accordingly cut it. 

% Did not this give a mighty Reputation 
to tne Augurs ? 

A Yes 5 for from that time the Rominr 


never began any Enterprise without confab 
ing them. 
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£J. What did Tarquin do befides, to make 
himfelf recommend able ? 

A . He extinguifti’d the Name of the£^ 
tins through all Italy , having poffeffed him¬ 
felf of moft of their Cities. 

Q. What Misfortunes befel him ? 

A. He was flain by Two Peafants that 
were bribed to do it by the Children of An - 
m Martins. 

Q. Why did they get him to be affaffi- 
nated ? 

A. Becaufe they were angry to fee him 
elevated to the Throne to their prejudice. 

How old was he when they flew him ? 

A. Eighty four years old, and reigned 
Thirty eight of them. 

(J, How many Children did he leave be¬ 
hind him ? 

A. He left Two, whom he placed under 
the Care of Servius “Tullius . 

Who fucceeded Tar quin? 

A. The above-mentioned Servius Tullius. 

Servius Tullius, Sixth Kjng of Rome. 

The Year of the World 3477- Of Rome 177 . 

jQ.*f7»Rom what fort of Parents was Servi- 

JT us Tullius defeended ? 

A. He was Son to the Prince o tCornicula, 
a fmall City which Tarquin had taken in the 
Province of the Latins. 

What Adventures happen’d to them? 

A . His 
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A . His Father was kill’d at Corinth h and I 
his Mother, who was then big of him, was! 
carried Prifoner to Rome, where Tanaquil the? 
Wife of Tarquin took an affection to her, and 
lodg’d her in the Palace, where (he was de-; 
livered of Servius Tullius. 

What happen’d at his Birth ? 

A • Twas remarkable, that lying in his 
Cradle a Lambent Flame play’d about his 
head for above the fpace of an hour, and 
did him not the lead Injury. 

What did Tanaquil, who was particu¬ 
larly well skill’d in Divination, believe of this! 
Prodigy ? 

A. She was of Opinion that it promis’d 
the Kingdom to this Infant, and after that 
time took great care of his Education, and v 
gave him her Daughter in Marriage. 

Q. How came he to be proclaim’d King ? 

A. Servius being Son-in-Law to Tarquin^ 
and having the Management of all Affairs in 
his own hands at the time of his death, he 
behaved himfelf, by the Queen’s Afliftance, 
fo well in this place , that he was e- 
ledkd and proclaimed King by the People, 
fome time alter the Death of that Prince. £i 

^ What remarkable things does Hiftory i 
tell of Irm ? I 

A . Having vanquish'd the Tuferns and the I 
V*)entes % he exceedingly augmented the City J 
of Rome , added the Muirinal, Vimnah and | 
the E xquiline Hill to it, and cncompaifed it J 
with Walls and Ditches. 

Jg, What ■ 


9 

him i 
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What other Anions are related of 


A . He was the firtt that took a Survey of 
the Romm Citizens, and valued every man’s 
Eftate to tax him proportionably to his In¬ 
come, that fo his Troops might be better 
accommodated. 

How often was this done ? 

A. Once in Five Years. 

§* How was this fpace of time call’d ? 

A- A Luftrum . 

Q. How many Children had he ? 

A. Two, whole Names were T*0ia. 

Q. What fort of Inclinations had they ? 

A. The Eldeft was of a fweet agreeable 
Temper: The Youngeft, Fiery and Ambi¬ 
tious. 

Jg. Whom did they marry > 

A. The two Tar quins. Brothers-in-Law or 
Nephews to Servius . 

^ How came they to marry them? 

A. Tullius apprehending that thefe Tar- 
ox-ns the Sons or Grandlons of Tarquinius 
Prifcus would (hock him in his Throne, 
thought the beft way to fecure them in his 
Interefts, would be to beftow his Eldeft 
Daughter upon the Elder Tar quin , who was 
naturally Ambitious and Violent 5 and his 
Youngeft upon the other, whofe name was 
Arms, who had as much Moderation as his 
Brother had Heat and Pailion. 

What was the Confequence of thefe 

Marriages ? 

C A, As 


C 
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r A. As thefe things were wholly managed 1 
by a Principle of Policy, and Serums had no § 
regard to the different Characters and Dif- | 
pofitions of the married Couple, he was the >; 
occafion that Tarquin , who liked not the too | 
gentle humour of his Wife, entred into a I 
ftrict Correfpondence with his Siller-in*Law, J; 
and debauch’d her. 

I defire to know the Refult of this ;; 
Correfpondence. 

A> Tarquin murder’d his own Wife, and | 
the Youngeft Siller poifon’d her Husband. I 
W 7 hy did (he do fo ? 

fk. To put her in a capacity to marry her f 
Brother* in-Law, and take away the Crown f 
from her Father. § 

§). How came Tarqttin to be declared j 
King ? I 

A. Suffering himfelf to be over-perfuaded j 
by Tullia, who told him he mull turn the | 
old Gentleman out of his Kingdom without | 
waiting for his Death, he fummons the Se- | 
nators to tell them he was minded to reign ? | 
& What happen’d upon this > 1 

A . He placed himfelf on the Seat where | 
the Kings were accultom’d to lit, and began | 
to call his Father-in*Law Scrvius an llfurper. | 
&K And what became of Servius ? 1 

A, This making a great noife in the Se -1 
nate, the King came to know the reafon of ; ; 
it: Tar quin immediately railing himfelf from | 
his Seat, belaid hold of him, and throwing J 
him down fiairs, order’d the Soldiers to a (-1 
faliinaCe him. ^ After I 
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iA After this Murder,hew did Tullia ma¬ 
nage her fdf ? 

A. Being inform’d that Tarqttin was own¬ 
ed ior King, (he imm-diately got her Cha¬ 
riot ready to go and congratulate him 5 and 
as (he came to the (licet where the Body of 
her Father hy a-crofs the way, the Coach¬ 
man going to turn back and pafs fome other 
way, this Unnatural Fury would not fuffer 
fnch a delay, but bid him drive on, and pafs 
over the Body of her Father, that was all 
bloody. 

How long did Servius Tullius reign > 

A. Forty four years. 

^ Who fucceeded him ? 

A. Tarquin the Proud. 

Tarquinius Superbus, Seventh KJng 
of Rome. 

Tear of the World 3521. of Rome 2 2 r. 

drlire to be inform’d particularly of 
the Birth of Tarqttin. 

A. Some Hiliorians tell us he was the 
Son of Tarquinius Prifcuj , but others are of 
opinion he was only his Grandfon. 

How did he govern his Kingdom > 

A. ’Twas after the Death of Servius % 
whom he caufed to be rTallinated, that he 
feized upon the Kingdom, and behaved 
himfelf with all imaginable Arrogance and 
Cruelty. 

C 2 
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Why was he fir nam’d Superbus ? I 
A . From the Infolence of his Temper. | 
What did he do when he was made 
King ? & 

A, He defpis’d the Authority of the Se- | 
rate, and frequently put to death, or ba- | 
ni(h*d, or iraprifon’d the Senators and chief £ 
men of the City, upon falfe Reports and 
Accufations. 

What remarkable things did he do? 
A> He defeated the Volfcians by Force of | 
Arms, but made himfelf Mafter of Gabii by | 
Treachery. ?■ 

How was that managed > I 

A* He pretended to fall out with his Son £ 
Sextus, in the prefence of moft of his Cap- f 
tains ; nay, hisPailion was carried onfo far, k 
that he was going to ftrike him. 

Qi What does Sextus upon this ? | 

A. Away he flies, and lends to the Gabt- 
ans to beg the Prote^Hon of their City againft y 
the barbarous Treatment of an Unnatural j: 
Father. \\ 

And did the Inhabitants receive him ? | 
A. Yes : And he knew fo well how to | 
eftablifh himfelf in their good Opinion by | 
fighting for them, that they made him their | 
General, and Governor of the Town. | 
J). When Sextus found himfelf in a con- 1 
dition to do what he pleafed, what did he | 
then } i 

A . He difpatches one Mcffenger only to | 
his Father* as they had agreed before. 1 

<2 What I 
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What Meffage was the fellow intrud¬ 
ed with ? 

A. With nothing but Compliments. 

What does ‘tarquin ? 

A. He carries him into his Garden, and 
in his prefence knocks off the Heads of all 
the higheft Poppies. 

Q. Without doubt Sextus under flood well 
enough his Father’s meaning. 

A. Rieht: He flruck off the Heads of 
the principal men among the GaUans $ fome 
he imprison'd, others he accus’d of Treafon, 
to find a pretext to condemn, and fo make 
them uncapable of doing him any Injury. 

What Difgrace happen’d afterwards 
to tar quin ? 

A. His Reign daily becoming more and 
more odious to the 'Romans, they took his 
Crown from him, and turn’d him with his 
whole Family out of the City, for a certain 
Crime committed by his Son. 

What was that ? 

A. Sextus, who imagin’d that his High 
Birth would carry him out in every thing, 
having beheld Lucretia the Wile of Collaii - 
nus, he was flruck with her Beauty 5 but as 
he could not hope to fatisfy his Paflien ealily, 
( for befides that (he was a Lady of the (eve- 
reft Virtue imaginable, (he was married to 
a Prince of the Royal Family), he was re- 
folv’d to ravifh her. 

How was that effe&ed ? 

A,. In the night time he enters her Cham- 

C 3 her, 
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her, claps his Dagger to her Brea If and! 
threaten'd to kill her, if {he did not comply! 
with his Defires. | 

Thefe Menaces, did they affright herH 
A. No. I 

Cf What did Sixtus then to accornplifhf 
his Intentions ? f 

A. Seeing nothing was able to move this I 
Illuftrious Lady, he tells her, That after he 
had killed her, he would kill her Slave like- 1 ; 
wife, and leave him in her Bed, and then ^ 
publi/h abroad, that he kill’d them both in| 
the A& of Adultery. | 

•Q* Then this Confederation prevail’d f 
with her. 

A* Yes: For (he rather chofe to furren- 
der her Body to the Paffion of Sextus, than 
differ her Memory to be difhonoured by fo ft 
black a Calumny. ■ 

What did fhe after this ? 

A. After (lie had ihown this weaknefs, f 
fhe hides a Dagger under her Gown, and ■ 
fends to find out her Husband Collatinus , her; 
Brother Lucretius , and her Coufin Brutus , 1 
who were encamp'd before Ardea: She | 
complained to them of the Brutal A&ion of | 
this libidinous Prince, begg’d them to re- ji 
venge the Injury done to her 5 and irrune- § 
diately drawing out the Dagger from under t 
her Gown, fhe ffruck it into her Belly, being 
refolved not to furvive the Lofs of her Ho- 4 
nour, J 

tv 
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6 ). What did Brutus do after flie was 

dead ? 

A. He draws the bloody Dagger out of 
Incut its Wound, and fwore by her Challe 
Blood, That he would chafe 'Tarquin and all 
his guilty Family out of Rome. 

How long did Tarquin reign? 

A . Twenty four Years. 

Where dy’d he ? 

A . In Tufcany , after having made feveral 
Efforts in vain to re-poffefs himfelf of Rome. 


Of the Alteration in the State of Rome* 

Tear of the World 3545 ’* Of Rome 245. 

A. Ffer 'Tarquin was turn’d out of Rome 
jTjL by Brutus^ by whom was the City 
govern’d ? 

A . By Confuls. 

W 7 hen began this Government ? 

A. 245 Years after the Foundation of 
Rome, and 510 before the Birth of Tcfus 
Chrilh 

g. What were thefe Confuls > 

A. Certain Magifirates, in whofe hands 
fhe Sovereign Authority was lodged for a 
Year only. 

What was their Office ? 

A. To command the Armies. 

Who were the two fiift Confuls ? 

A . Brutus and Collatinus . 
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^ Was nor the Consulate t.kcn away 
from CoUati/iuj ? 

Yes, 

^ Wherefore ? 

A. Becaufe he carried the Name cf T«r- 
qnin, which was odious to the People. 

^ Whom did they put in his place ? 

A. Valerius Publicola. 

^ What is remarkable of B urn? 

A* That he for a long time counterfeited 
the Madman, to avoid Jar quin’s Cruelty, 
who had put to death Marcias Junius his Fa¬ 
ther, and his Brother, with feveral more of 
the Senators. 

VI hat did he do befides this, worthy 
of remembrance ? 

A He lov’d his Country fo intirely, that 
he beheaded two of his Sons for con/piring 
agahiu the R public k. 

Q By whom was that Confpiracy car¬ 
ried on ? 

A. By the Deputies whom farquin had 
difpstch’d to Rome^to negotiate the Affair of 
his Rcftoration. 

^ Where did Brutus dye ? 

A. He loft his life foon after, fighting with 
Arms the Son of Tarquin , in a Battel a- 
gainft thofe of 'tarquitis Party, and the Ve- 
jentes who efpous’d his Quarrel. 

What happen’d to ’em in this Duel ? 
A* They ran one another through with 
their Lances. 
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The Wars which the Romans were 
oblig’d to maintain . 

T H E Hetmfcan W ar. 

The War of the Latins • 

The War of the Volfcians . 

The War of the Vejentes. 

The War of the Gauls . 

The Second War of the Latins* > 

The War of the Samnites. 

The War of the Tarentines . 

The fir ft Punic War. 

The fecond Tunic War. 

The War of Antiocbus . 

The War of Macedonia » 

The third Tunic War. 

The War of Corinth . 

The War of Portugal. 

The War of Numantia. 

The War of the Slaves *, 

The War of Jugurtba • 

The War of Mitbridaies *- 

Befides thefe, had they no Civil Wars-? > 
A. Yes 5 they had two 5 the firft between * 
Marius and Sylia ; and the fecond between t 
C<ejar and Pompey. ’Tis true, there were feve¬ 
ral Seditions, which lhall be recounted in ? 
their proper place. 

Qs For what reafon did the Romans ueh 
demke all thefe Wars ? 

G - S£ 
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To defend their Liberty, preferve their! 
Limits, protect their Allies, and enlarge! 
their Empire. 1 

I 

fi 

The War of Etruria. | 

7he Year of the World 3 5 47. of Rome 247. 

^i\X7*Hich was the firft War that the 
VV Romans were engaged in, after the 
Lxpulfion of their Kings? 

A- That of Etruria. ^ 

-Q How did it begin ? 
t Vorfenna, King of that Countrey; he- 
:in £ ^clolved to fupport Tar quins Party, came 
to befiegeKcwt? with a powerful Army. b 

Q How was it ended > t 

A‘ By the Valour of Horaiius Codes., .and ^ 
Mutius Scavolas Bravery, which fo effectu¬ 
ally daunted him, that he lent Deputies to the 
Romans to offer them Peace. 

How many Hoftages did they give £ 

him? 

A. Twenty young Ladies of the gieateft 
Eeauty and Quality in the City. 

What remarkable Action was it that 
Horatius Codes perform’d ? 

A. He alone fuftain’d for fome time the V 
Fury of the Enemies, who would have pal- ; 
fed the Bridge to enter the City; and at laft 
when it was broken down, he threw himieif 
into the Tiber, and fwam crofs it, without 
abandoning, his. Arms all this while. 

& And 5 
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4 ?, And Mutius Scavolas A&ion, how 
was that ? 

A. He privately ftole into the Enemies* 
Camp, with a delign to kill the King, but 
fail’d in his Attempt, for he miftook the 
Kings Secretary for the King himfelf. 

Q, What did they do to Scavola after this 
unfortunate Difappointment ? 

A. He was taken and brought before 
Vorjenna. 

And after what manner did he behave 
himlelf there ? 

A. He puts his criminal Right hand which 
committed the miftake, into a tire which 
happen’d to be there: And know, fays he to 
the King, that Three hundred of us young: 
Roman Gentlemen' have confpir’d your 
Death. 

D. What eifeds did fo refolute an A&iom 
produce ? 

A. Forfenna , affrighted at the Hardinefs andh 
Refutation of the Romans , offered them a 
Peace, and accepted of the above'mention’d 
Ladies by way of Hoftages. 

i?. What happen'd upon that ? 

A. delta , who was one of the Twenty 
that were given in Hoftage to Porfenna, ha-* 
ving il pt from her Guards, fwims over the 
Tiber on Horfeback, and came back to Rome, 
What did they do to her when flie 
was arriv’d there ? 

A* The Cental fearing left the worlcU 
would accufe him of Infidelity, was for.fur*- 

mid rings 
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rendring her into Tmfmmt .s hands, who Cent I 

her honourably back again to ^we,withfome ! 

other young Romans^ and made a Peace. 

The Wtr of the Latins. p 

The Year of the World 3555, Of Rome 2 y y. 

^ ITTHxh was the Second War that the 
VV Romans were obliged to fuftain ? v; 

That of the Latins , who took up A rms ^ 
at the Inftigation of Manlius , Son- in-Law to 
aarquin. I 

<ki And after what manner did it end ? 

A bloody Battel that was fought near i 
the Lake of Regilus , foon put an end to it. p 

Who were the Generals of the two ►' 

Armies ? 

A. Manlius was at the Head of the I at ins , 
a«d Auhts Pcflhumms commanded the Ro¬ 
mans .? 

Which fide gain’d the Victory ? 

Tw-as in fu (pence for fome time, but 
at laft it declar'd it fclf in favour of the Ro • f 

<§* How many Men were kill’d upon the 
ipot ? 

There were Forty thoufand Men (lain 
in the Adtion: Thirty four thoufand of the l 
Latins > in which nuiiiber was Manlius 1 And. 

Six thoufand of the Romans • After the Death b 
©f Manlius , the Tarquins loft all • hopes of. be- S 
ing everreftor’d* 

The | 
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The War of the Volfcians. 

The Year ef the World 3559. 0 /Rome 259. 

jg.C'T’THich was the Third War the 2 L?- 

yV mans had ? 

That of the Volfcians , and the 

J). Why did they declare War againftv 
thofe People ? 

Becaufe they continually difturbed,. 
and annoy’d the Romans . 

When did this War begin ? 

In the Year of Rome 259, and it lafted 
for feveral Years 

&K By whom were the Volfcians defeated ? 

A. By Quintus Cir.cinnatus , who after he 
had perform’d many Glorious Exploits for¬ 
merly, retir’d to his Country houfe, where 
he lived quietly, Tilling his Ground , and 
now was taken from the Plough to be made 
Dictator. 

JJ. What memorable things did he do? 

A . By his Valour he lav’d the Army com¬ 
manded by the Conful Marcus Minntius , 
which was furrounded by the Enemy. 

After this Expedition, what became 
of Cincinnatus ? 

A. He peaceably return’d to his old Em¬ 
ployments at his Country-houfe. 

What other remarkable Things hap¬ 
pen’d during this War ? 


A. The 


( j8 ) 

A . The Adventures of Coriolanus* 
g. Who was this Coriolanus l 
A. He was a Roman Gentleman, whofe 
Name was Martin?. 

Who gave him then the Sir-name of 
Coriolanus ? 

A. The Confal Martins, for having per¬ 
form'd wonders at the taking of Corioii. 
gK What befel him? 

A. He was condemn’d to Eanifhment in 
the Year of Rome 263. ; ; 

Q Upon what account ? I 

A. For having fpoken contemptibly of j 
theTribup.es. i 

Whether fled he? 

A. To the Volfdans , as being the moil In- ! 
veterate Enemies to the Romans , and con- l 
fequcntly the to execute his Revenge, j 
What did he among the Volfdans ? • 

A. He engag’d them to renew the War j- 
with the Romans in the Year 2 63. f 

Q Did he command their Tioops ? 

A- The Volfdans chofe bin) for their Ge* 
neral with Tullius Acdus , who at that time 
Commanded them. 

Q. And what famous Exploits did he 
perform? 

A . He fignalized himfelf in feveral En- ! 
counters, wherein he always defeated the 
Romans. 

Did he always take the. fame advan¬ 
tage over the Romans l 

A% Mo 3. | 
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A. No j for being encamp’d near the 
Gates of the City with a defign to befiege 
if, vanquiih’d by the Prayers and Tears of 
his Mother Veturia , and his Wi fc Volumnia, 
whom the Senate deputed to go and inter¬ 
cede with him, he abandon’d his Enter- 
prize , and drew the Army off in the Year 
2 66 . 

.(J. And what was done by way of Re- 
compence to fo fortunate a Mediation ? 

A. They built a Temple, which was eon* 
iterated to the Fortune of the Women. 

.£?. What was the end of Coriolanus ? 

A . Acdus becoming Jealous of him, or¬ 
der’d him to be affaflinated by ten or a do¬ 
zen Villains, who accufed him of Treafon. 

0. Had the Volfdans any other Wars but 
what are already mention’d ? 

A. Yes : but the Death of Coriolanus occa- 
Hon'd their Ruin, for they were intirely de¬ 
feated in a famous Battel by Spurius Cajftus . 

After all thefe Conquefls,did this Spu- 
ritts Cajftus enjoy himfelf long? 

A. No ; for three Years after he was 
thrown headlong from the Tarpdan Rock. 

How came this misfortune to befal 

him ? 

A. Becaufe he was accufed of a defign fo 
get himfelf declared King. 5 Twas he, who 
was Author of the * Lex Agraria % in the Year 
2 ( 58 . 


th 
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The War of the Vejentes. 

The Tear of the World 3 j 71. Of Rome 2 7 r. 

^TTTHen began the War of the Ve¬ 
il V jentes ? 

A In the year of Rome 271, 

Q Who declared it againli them ? 

A . The Fabians. 

Q How came that about ? 

A. The Family of the Fabians begg’d of 
the People of Rome to leave the Manage¬ 
ment of the War to their care, and they 
would undertake it at their own Expence. 

How many were there of this llluftri- 
ous Name ? 

A. Three hundred# 

Q And how came they off? 

A. After having frequently defeated their 
Enemies, they unluckily fell at laft into an 
Ambufcade, which the Vejentes had prepar’d 
for them, and by this means the Fabians 
were wholly cut off in theYearofR<?wg2 77. 

Q Near what place did this defeat befal 
them. 

A. Near the River Ctemera , and the Gate 
through which this Honourable Family Tal¬ 
lied out of Rome> was call'd the SceUrata , or 
wicked. 

Had the Vejentes always k fitch Sue-- 

cefs? 

A. No y . 


I ( 4 * ) 

I A . No, for the Year following the Con- 

I ful Servilius put an end to this War by an 
I ovcr:hrow he gave them, 
p Q. Did not he put an end to other Wars 
1 beiides this? 

A. He had frequent Rencounters with the 
I Volfcians , who were often beaten, and par- 
51 ticularlv by Quintus Capiloiinut. 

0 . What other ccniiderable AdKons did 
Capitolinus perform ? 

A> In theYe.ir 286, he took Anthtm^ the 
| Capital City of the Volfcians . 

| Did he do nothing elfe? 

| A . Ten years after the Taking of this Ci- 

r ty, being call’d from his Country-feat, where 
l he employ’d himfelf in cultivating his own 
l Grounds, he was created , -MC? III 

that Quality overcame the vALqui, and made 
l them firlt pifs * under the Yoak. 

I By whom was the City of the Vejentes 
| taken? 

I A. By Camillas , the Di&ator, after a Siege 
f> of Tea years continuance* in the Year of 
| Rome 358. 

I ^ By what means did he take it ? 

| A , By undermining it. 

I <§_ Whit particular Paffages happen’d at 

[ this Siege? 

i: A . The Soldiers were refolved not to re- 
, turn home till they made thcmfelves Matters 

y * A Ceremony the Romans had of ufing their Ene « 
j§ mies after they had conquer'd them, 

I of 
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ot the Place, and bound themfelves by a| 
iolemn Gath to obferve it. And this was the! 
rirft rime that they begun to pais the IVintit | 
under Tents. t 

^ This fime Camillas^ did not he Signs*| 
lize his Y r alour upon other occahons ? I 
A. He brought the Fidenates into Subje-f 
and the City of Falifci , but by a very f 
generous Adtion. ‘ ; 

How was that, I pray > | 

A. A School Maher put the mo ft conb-1 
d era hie Children for their Birth in the -1 
Town, into his Hands, expedfing to get a I 
mighty Reward for his pains; but Camilla f 
order’d him to be ftript ftark naked, and I 
fo to be found ly whipt from his Camp to I 

the City v whiihei he feat him with all his fe 
Boys. f 

The War of the Gauls. \ 

•I 

The Tear of the World 3663. O/Rome 363; fj 

Is 

4 ! \X/ Hen began War of the Gauls ? | 
VV A . In the Year of Rome 363. | 

Where did it fiift break out ? | 

A. Having entred Italy , to the number I 
of above a Hundred theufand Men, -out of I 
an Expe&arion of finding a mighty booty | 
there, they hrlt befieged Ciuftum, 

Q Did not the Romans take the part of 
the Clufians their Allies ? % 

jjp 

A . Yes, | 
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A t Yes, they Cent Ambafladors to the 
Gauls , who initcad of hearkning to them , 
rais’d the Siege of Clufiwn, and marched di¬ 
rectly to Rome* 

Q, What did the Romans do when they 

heard of their March? 

A. They fent Fabim the Conful to oppofe 
their coming with a powerful Army. 

6). And did a Fight hereupon enfue? 

A . A moft bloody Battel was fought near 
the River AUia, where the Reman Army was 
intirely defeated. 

JjJ. And what did the Gauls after this ter¬ 
rible Conqueft ? 

A . They immediately entred the City of 
Rome , finding the Gates open, and the Place 
abandon’d. 

And how did the Gauls behave them- 
felveSj being now Mailers of the Town? 

A . They effdually plunder’d it, and 
coming into the Senate-houfe, maflacred 
all the Senators, and afterwards burnt the 
whole City down to the ground. 

©, What did they betides > 

A . After all this Ravaging and Deflati¬ 
on, Rrennns who commanded the Gauls , be* 
lieged the Capitol , whither the Roman Youth 
mired with Manlius . 

^ How long did this Siege continue > 

‘aI Six whole months, after which Bren - 
mis order'd a great number of Ladders to be 
made, defigning to attempt the Scalade of 
it in the Night. 

^^And 
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<§5 And did his deiign take effcd >' 1 

It had certainly fucceeded, if Minim I 
and the reft of the beiieged had not been a* | 
waken’d by the noife of fome Geefe in the I 
Garifon, and beaten back the Gauls that l 
weie already got upon the Pcamperts.. and l 
thrown down headlong thofe that Were up- I 
enthe Ladders | 

S* Did the Gauls abandon the f lace uponjf 

this > r e 

& 

A. No ; they hop:d to carry it affair by I 
Famine, but Manlius perceiving their Dcfign, [ 
tnrew abundance of Loaves into their Camp, \ 
to let him fee they were not flraitncd for ■ 
Provifions. 

-§? Were they not weary of fo lone a 
Siege ? ° 

A. Right, and Lent to tell the Befieged, 
they would draw off and leave their City, 
provided they would give them a thoufand 
pounds of Gold, 

Did any remarkable Accident happen- 
during this Capitulation ? 

A . Camilus , who had been banifhed fome 
time ago, and recall’d with all fpeed to come 
to the Relief of the City, arrived thither at 
the Head of Forty thoufand men, whom he 
had pick’d up in his March, beats the Gauls 
out of Home, and afterwards purfuing them 
for two or three Leagues, gives them an en¬ 
tire defeat. I 

e?;, W-nat dees he after this Victory ? j 

A, He I 
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A. He returns to Rome in Triumph, and 
hops the People who would have fain gone 
to live at Veii , becaufe Rome was all burnt 
down, with fuch powerful Arguments, that 
he perfwades them to remove the Rubbifh, 
clear the Ruins, and build a new City. 

£). How long was it Re-building ? 

A. Not above an Year. 

And how was this War ended at lafl > 

A. After, the Gauls were wholly defeated 

by Manlius and Dolabella. 

G), How happen’d the Death of Manlius , 
whom they Sir-nam’d Capitobnus ? 

A. T was after his having defended the Ca¬ 
pitol, and intrieguing to make himielf King, 
that he was thrown headlong from the top 
of that very Capiiol , which he had defended 
with fo much Gallantry. 

What memorable Paffage fell out in 
: the Year 393 of the Building of the City. 

I a . A Gulf a pea red in the mid ft of the 
I publick Place, which they could fill up by 
l no manner of means. 

i <g. Were not the Augurs confulted upon 
l this? 

i A . Yes. 

I g. And what an Anfwer did they return ? 
j A. That it would never clofc again till 
jj the moil precious thing in Rome was thrown 
\ into if. 

^ And what Method did they lake? 

. A. At the very time, when they were 
molt perplexed to land out this previous 
I thing, 
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thing, Marcus Curtins mounts his Horfe, leaps 
into it all armed as he was, and the Gulf 
immediately clofed up. < 

The War of the Latins. 

The Tear of the World 3714. of Rome 474. 

declared War againft the La- 

A. The Romans did in the Year of Rome 
4H- 

Q. Wherefore did the Romans declare War 
againft them ? 

A. Becaufe they pretended to have a Right 
to the Privileges of Roman Citizens, a (hare 
in the Government, and bearing of all Of¬ 
fices. 

^ What remarkable things happen’d in 
the Courfe of this War ? 

A • The firft is, That a Young Gentleman 
of the Latins tingling himfelf out cf the Ar¬ 
my, to Challenge any Roman tv) Fight him 3 
young Manlius^ Son to Manlius Torquatus the 
Conful, rides up to him, fights him, and 
kills him. 

And what Pceward had Manlius for Co 
brave an Action ? 

A, But a lorry one 3 for his Father order’d 
h's Head to be firuck off before the whole 
Army, for having violated the Military Dif- 
ciphne. 

rf What were tnefe Orders? 

A The 
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A . The Confuls had itiued out an exprefs 
Prohibition for any one to quit his Poll:, 
till the Signal for the Battel was given. 

6 ). What was the fecond Pvemarkable 

Thing? 

A. ? Tis this 5 Vccius, the Conful, devoted 
himfelf for his Country , by running into 
the mid It of the Enemies. 


The War againft the Samnites. 

The Tear of the World 3 711. Of Rome 417. 

gVTTTTHen did the war againft the Sam* 

W nites begin ? 

A . In the Year of Rome 411. 

g. Why did the Romans declare War a- 
gainlt them? 

A. ’Twas at the Requeft of the Campani¬ 
ans , who had put themfeives under the pro¬ 
tection of the Romans, 

How long did this Y/ar continue ? 

A, It lafted Fifty years. 

g. What Accidents of Note happen’d in 
this Interval. 

A. Two things that deferve to be re¬ 
mark’d. The firli is.that the Samnites finding 
themfeives not ftrong enough to Engage the 
Remans by force of Aims, were oblig'd to 
have recou.fe to an Arrihce. 

1 ell me how it was manag’d ? 

A. They choie Ten of the CnftieFt Soldi¬ 
ers out of the Army,and appardl'd than like 

Shepherds 
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Shepherds, then they gave each of them a 
fmall Flock of Sheep, and having inftrud- 
ed them in all they were to do, polled them 
on the Road where the Roman Army was to 
pafs. 

Well, and what did thefe Shepherds 
do fo merrily burlefqu’d > 

A. Being in their refpedtive places, they 
were met by the Van-Couriers of the Army. 

Q And what Quellions did they ask 
them? 

A. Whether they knew where the Army 
of rhe Samnites was gone. 

What anfwers did thefe counterfeit 
Shepherds return ? 

A. That they had a&ually befieged Lu 
aria. 

Upon this Advice what did the Ro * 
mans do ? 

A, 'Twas refolv’d to march to the Re¬ 
lief of this City, becaufe it was a place of 
great Importance to them. 

Q, And what followed upon that Refo 
lution ? 

A» The Army of the Romms being (hut 
up in the Defiles through which they iriufl 
of neceffity pafs before they could reach this 
place, the Samnites fell vigoroufly upon them, 
plunder d them of all their Arms, and made 
them pafs under the Yoke. 

Q Uid not the Romans foon after revenge 
this Affront? 

A* Yesj | 
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A, Yes \ for fome time after, Fa - 
I bins and Papyrius defeated the Samnites in- 
| tirely. 

Q. Which is the fecond thing that is to 
be remark’d? 

A. That young Vecius in a Battel againft 
the Samnites , and the Gauls who had join’d 
: them, perform’d the fame that his Father 
had done upon a like occafion, that is to fay, 
he devoted himfelf to Death , and flung 
himfelf into the midftof his Enemies, 

The War againft the Tar entities. 

The Year of the World 377a. of Rome 47a, 

Hy did rhe Romans make War up¬ 
on the 'Tarentines ? 

A» Becaufe they pillag’d a Fleet belong¬ 
ing to the People of Rome , and ill treated 
the Ambafladors that were fent to complain 
of this Injury. 

^ When was the War declared againft 
them ? 

A* In the Year 472, and with that Suc- 
cefs, that L JEmilins Barbttla defeated them, 
1 together with the Samnites and Sakniinet 
that came to their Allifance. 

e§h And what Shifts did this overthrow 
put them upon ? 

A . It obliged them to beg Relief of Pjr- 
rhus in the Year 474, who Tranfported a 
vail Army into Italy 1 wherein he had abun- 

D dance 



dance of j Elephants , Animals till that time I 
utterly unknown to the Romans, I 

How many Battels were fought during 
this War? ! 

A. Two that were confiderable ones. The \ 
firft was fought in Campania near Heraelea : 1 
And the feeond in Lttcania . I 

What was the Succefs of this firft Bat* I 
tel ? 

A* The Romans under the Condu& of Ic- \ 
vinm had the worft on’t; but they were f 
vanquifti’d rather by the diforder the ftrange | 
fight ofthofe huge Elephants put them into, I 
than by the Forces of Pyrrhus, 1 

Q Were ftore of Prifoners taken here ? | 

A. Yes; but upon Fabricius his redemand- i 
ing them, Pyrrhus fent them all back with- 
out taking Ranfom for them. 

Q What did Tyrrhus after he had gain’d 1 
this Battel? I 

A, He vifited the Field where this Scene •! 
was trar.L&ed, and obferving that the Fo • | 
mans ftill grafp’d thofe that had given them | 
their Death’s wound; that Dead as they t| 
were, a certain Fiercenefs appear’d in their I 
Looks, and that all their Wounds were ho -1 
nourably received before % he cry’d out in p 
a great Amazement, Oh! how eafy a mat- I 
ter were it for me to Conquer the whole | 
World if I had the Romans for Soldiers , cr | 
the R omans had me for their King! I 


A, He difpatch’d Ambafladors to Rome 
with confiderable Prefents to endeavour to 
accommodate the matter between the 7 aren- 
tines and them. 

Gl The Ambaffadors being lent back , 
what did Pyrrhus ask them at their return ? 

A. He demanded of them what they 
thought of Rome ? and they immediately an- 
fwer'd him, That their City feem’d to be a 
Temple, and their Senate an AlTembly of 
Gods. 

Did not the Romans bring a Second 
Army into the Field ? 

A . Yes: Nay, they were fo incredibly di¬ 
ligent, that Pyrrhus in mighty admiration 
faid of them, Without queftion, l am born 
under the Gonftellation of Hercules . I have 
a fine time on’t here to cut off the Heads of 
my Enemies, fince new ones perpetually a- 
rife from their Blood , like thofe of Hidra 7 
to perfecute me. 

g. Well, and what was the Succefs of 
this Second Battel that was fought in Luca - 
nh ? 

A. Thofe very Elephants that gain’d Fjr- 
rhus his firft Battel, loft him the fecond. 

How happen’d that? 

A. It fo fell out, That one Cains Minutius 
cut o*T the Trunk of one of the Elephants , 
which made the Creature cry out fo furiouf- 
ly, that he afrighted his fellows; fo away 
they ran back upon their own Forces, broke 
their Ranks, and put the Army into fo 
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ftnnge a Confufion, that it was no difficult 
matter for the Romans to defeat them. 

What follow’d after this Battel ? 

A. Pyrrhus’s Phyfician came to FabriciusJ 
offering to Poyfon his own Mafter; but the 
Generous Conful fent him back to Pyrrhus , 
who commanded him to be immediately 
hanged. ’ 7 

After this overthrow, where did Pyr¬ 
rhus turn himfelf? J 

A* He goes into Sicily to a Gift the Syra- 
cufanS' againft the Carthaginians \ but this Ex¬ 
pedition not fucceeding to his Expectation, 
he. goes back into Italy in the Year 47^, 
where he was beaten, and his Camp forc’d 
by the Romans. \ 

^After this laft Defeat,whither did he go? 

# After he had quitted Italy^ he return’d 
into Epirus > having been employ’d Six Years 
in the Tarentine and Sicilian War. 

Ql And what happen’d after the Retreat 
01 Pyrrhus ? 

A . The Romans having defeated the Ta- 1 
routines and Samnites , the Conquer’d were 
obliged to fubmit to the Conquerors, fo they 
entr’d into an Alliance with thofe of Rome. S 
in the Year 482. k 

% Whit farther progrefs did the Romans 5 
make ? 

Tocy attack d the Sakntines , and at | 
hit the Punic War ftarted up, which prov’d 
to be the longeft and moft dangerous War 
that the Romans had hitherto experienced. 

The 
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The Firjl Punic War. 

The Tear of the World 3790. Of Rome 490. 

Q f TTHen began the fir ft Punic War ? 

W A. In the Year of Rome 490, 
two Years after the return of Pyrrhus into 
Epirus . 

What occafion’d it? 

A . The Ambition and Jealoufy of Car¬ 
thage. 

Who were the Authors of this War ? 

A. The People of Meflina on one fide, and 
Hiero King of Syracufe , an Ally of Carthage , 
on the other. 

How came this about ? 

A. This King, in Conjunction with the 
Carthaginians , declar’d War againft the City 
of Meflina y and the Romans refolding to 
Succour the Meflittefes , becaufe they had been 
always their good Friends, fent over an 
Army into Sicily , under the ConduCf of Ap- 
p'tHs Claudius . 

Jg. What was the Succefs of it? 

A. It was a long time uncertain, altho 
the Carthaginians were Mafters at Sea , and 
the Romans at Land. 

But which fide obtain’d the Victory in 
the mean time ? 

A. App'ms Claudius , the Roman General, 
defeated Hiero , and having oblig’d him to 
demand a Peace, he obtain’d it upon eafy 
terms. D 2 0. What 
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What happen’d fometime after? 

A, Duilius put out to Sea* 

Was not he the firh of the Romans that 
gain’d a Naval Vi&ory ? 

A , Yes. 

g L About what time did this happen ? 

A i In the Fifth Year of the War. 

g^ After what manner ? 

A. The Gallics of the Carthaginians which 
were light and nimble, were over*power’d 
by thofe of the Romans that were (hort and 
heavy; and by this means, their dexterity 
in managing their Oars was of no fervice to 
them, and their whole Fleet was either Ta¬ 
ken or Sunk. 

gi What other remarkable Paffages hap¬ 
pen’d ? 

A. The Romans gain’d fome other Ad¬ 
vantages over the Enemy 5 but their Conful 
Catilinus was furrounded on every fide in the 
Streights of Camarina , into which he was 
imprudently got, and was as happily deli¬ 
vered. | 

g: By what means, and by whom was l 
this effe&ed ? 

A. By the Valour of Calpurnius Flamma , j 
a Tribune, who with a Detachment of I 
Three hundred chofen men, fell upon the 

Enemies main Body, which kept that De- 
file. 

g^ What did the Carthaginians do in this t 
Juncture? 1 
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ji. They turn’d all their Forces immedi¬ 
ately upon Calpurnius, and fo the Romans had 
an opportunity to make their Efcapc out of 

this narrow place. ^ 

<§>. But how did Calpumms s inree hun¬ 
dred men come oif? 

A . They were all cut in pieces. 

But did their Leader make a Cuifi to 
fave himlelf. 

J. Yes; but he was wounded in Ox or 
feven places. 

g. How did this War conclude? 

A . A Second Engagement at Sea put an 
end to it. 

Who gain’d the Vi&ory ? 

A. Cains Lntatius in the Twenty third year, 
near the IJle ofJEgates , and this Victory put 
a period to the War. 

^Whocommanded the Carthaginian Fleet? 

A . Hanno was their Admiral. 

What were the Conditions of the 
Treaty of Peace? 

A . That the Carthaginians Ihould Surren¬ 
der Sicily , Sardinia , and all the other Hies 
that arc between Afric and Italy, to the Ro¬ 
mans r; and that for Twenty years, they 
fhould pay them Twelve hundred Talents. 

g. Who fignatized himfelf in this War ? 

A. Attilius Regulus , who took Tunis, and 
feveral other Cities belonging to the Cartha¬ 
ginians, and at laft went to lay clofe Siege to 
Carthage it felf. 
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Without doubt this obliged (be Cartha- 
gmians to fue for a Peace ? 

A* Right. 

And was Regains willing to grant it ? 

A. Not unlefs it were upon very hard 

Conditions. 

<§• When the Carthaginians (aw that, what 
Courfe did they take ? 

A. 1 hey were necdlitated to give the 
' Command of their Army to Xantippus , Cap* 
rain ot the Lacedemonians. 

Q, What remarkable A&ions did this Ge¬ 
neral perform ? 

A. He gave the Romans a great overthrow, 
kill d Thirty thoufand upon the place, and 
took Fifteen thoufand Prifoners, among 
whom was Attilius Regains . 

^ In what place was this Battel fought? 

A. Near Clupea. 

^ W hat did they do with Regains ? 

A. They fent him to Rome to Treat with 
the Senate about the Exchange of Prifoners. 

^ And did he perfwade the Romans to 
treat of a Peace ? 

A. No: far from that, he endeavour’d as 
much as in him lay to hinder them from 
making one 5 telling them the Affairs of 
Carthage were in a very Bad condition , and 
that they ought never to leave off till they 
had utterly ruin’d them. ; 

& What became of him then at his return 
to Carthage ? 
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A. Having told them the Romans would 
by no means hearken to a Peace, unlefs they 
would fubmit to their Authority, the G*r- 
thaginians put him to Death. 

H-.What Torments did they make him 
endure ? 

They (hut him up in a Barrel, (luck 
full of Nails , with the Points towards 
him. 

And thus the firft Panic War was end¬ 
ed? 

A. Right, after Twenty three years Ioffes 
on both (ides. 

/Was not the Temple of Janus (hut 
foon after ? 

A. Yes5 the firft time LmceNumas Reign. 

<5. Was it long before it was open’d a- 
gain. 

A . No; for the Romans were foon after 
obliged to fight againft the Ligurians , the 
Ltburnians , and the Infubrian Gauls ^ who 
were often beaten. 

By whom? 

A. The Ligurians and Ltburnians by Ful- 
vias 5 and the Infubrian Gauls , who had 
Britomarus to head them, by JEmiliitf. 

Were not the Gauls like wife defeated 
by others? - 

A. Flaminm vanquilh’d them when Arid* 
viftus was their General 5 and- they received 
another overthrow * from Marcellas , who 
ilcw their King Viridomam with his own 
haud* 

D'4 ; m 
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The Second Punic War. 

The Tear of the World 3814. Of Rome 514, 

«^:TT7*Hen did this Second War begin? 

VV A. Twenty four years after the 
firft ? 

What was the occafion of the Second 

War? 

A. The Ambition of Annibal , the Son of I 
Amilcar. Betides, the Carthaginians grew now 
impatient of their Twenty four years of Sei* 
vitude, and of having paid a Tribute to the 
Homans for fo long a time. 

eflt But how came Annibal to forward it 
fo mightily ? 

A. Becaufe his Father, who carried him, 
when he was but Nine years old, into Spain , 
made him folemnly Swear at the foot of an 
Altar, never to be reconciled to theKo- 
mans. 

§!: What happen’d during this War ? 

A. At the end of Nine years War, AmtU 
tat was flain> and his Son-in-Law, Afdrubal, 
fee up in his room. 

Sz What befel Afdrubal after this ? 

A • He was (lain Eight years after in Bat¬ 
tel, and Annibal fucceeded him. 

What did Annibal dp when he few 
himfelf General of the Carthaginians ? 

A* Fearing left the fame misfortune that I 
happen’ ! to his Father Amilcar and Afdrubal , J 

thou Id I 
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(hould attend him, if he did not go upon 
fome Generous Expedition, he made him¬ 
felf Matter of all the Provinces of Spat /that 
reach as far as the Ebre. 

Jg. And what did he next attempt ? 

A . He made his Army march into the 
Territories of the Q/hafer, whom he reduced 
under his obedience, and foon after poflefs ? d ' 
himfelf of all the Cities thereabout , but 
efpecially thofe belonging to the Capertans 
and the Vacceans. 

§>$ Whither did he thape his courfe after 
this? 

A. He march’d to attack Sa^untus^ a City 
of Spain , and an Ally of the Romans . 

§. What did the Romans do upon this > 
occalion ? 

A. They fent Ambaffadors to Carthage to 
complain of the Injury that was done to the 
Sagmtines , and of the Infraction of the Trea-> 
ty of Peace by this means. 

^ What fort of an Anfwer was return’d 
them ? 

A. They were forc'd to return home, ve¬ 
ry ill fatisfied with the Anfwer of the Car¬ 
thaginians. 

What did the Saguntinss do upon this 
refufal ? 

A. Harafs’d with the continual Fatigues 
of a Nine Months Siege, and preft by Fa¬ 
mine and want of Provisions, they demand¬ 
ed to capitulate \ but Annibal perilling to 
treat them with too much indignity, they 

shots - 
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chofe rather to perilh than to truft them- 
(elves in the hands of fo cruel a man. 

Q And what did thefe people do, being 
thus reduced (o defpair ? 

t After they had buried their Gold and 
Silver in the ground, they made a great Bon¬ 
fire in the midft of the Town, into which 
the greateft part of the Garifon leap’d, and 
the reft were inhumanely kill’d. 

After the taking of this City, what • 
did they do with it ? 

A. They laid it level with the ground. 

•S* When the Romans heard of thefe 
Outrages, how were they affedted ? 

A. They difpatch’d Ambaffadors to Car¬ 
riage, to know of them whether they ap¬ 
prov’d of the procedure of tAnnibal. 

And how were they receiv’d ? 

A, Fabius, one of the Ambaffadors, feeing 
them demur upon the Point, told them they 
had nothing to do but to chufc either Peace 
or War; and all of them immediately cry¬ 
ing out War, War, the Ambaffadors imme¬ 
diately departed, 

SU. Whither did the Ambaffadors go be¬ 
fore they return’d to Rome ? 

A» They vifited Spain and Gaul , to deiirc 
the people of thofe Nations not to give PaA 
(age to the Carthaginians. 

Did they accomplifti their defigns > I 

A . No 5 for thofe of Spain being.affright- l 
cd by the fad example of Saguntus , and the 
Gauls by the great Succefi of Annibal'", 

Arms. | 
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Arms, they refufed this Embaffy as a ridicu¬ 
lous Propolition. 
g. Where refided Annibal ? 

A. He paft the Winter at New Carthage, 
then return’d to Coles, where after he had 
perform’d his Vows to Hercules , he renew’d 
his Ancient Oath. 

Jh What was it that mitigated him to do 

it again ? 

A> An extraordinary Dream, which fill’d 
him with joy, and put him upon the Refo- 
lution to march into Italy with his Army. 

^ And how did Annibal employ hindclf 
before his arrival into Italy f 
A . At firft he made himfelf Matter of 
the Ikrgetesy the Bargufians^xhe Aufetans, and 
all Aquitatn. 

Whither went he afterwards 
A. He pafs’d the Pyrenean Mountains, then 
he march’d through Ganl x .notwithihmding 
the oppofition-cf the people, who were o- 
bliged tp give way. At laft he came to the 
foot of tne Alpes . 

Did not AnnibaVs Army find it a dif¬ 
ficult matter to climb thefe Mountains ? 

A. *Twas troublefome enough, as well 
for the height of the Rocks, which i'cemM 
to touch the Skies, as for the Snows which 
made the ways almoft impracticable. Be- 
lides, that the Inhabitants of the Hills were 
no fmall impediment to than, in their 
March. 


&Did 
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Did Annibal then accomplifh this vaft 
Defign ? 

A . Yes; For having with an undaunted 
Courage undertaken to climb the Hills, 
on the ninth day he found himfelf on the 
top of them. 

4 *. When he was there, what did he 
make his Soldiers remark? 

A. He (hows 'em all Italy, lying at a great 
diftance, bidding them look upon that vaft ; 
Country as the certain Recompence of their 
Toil and Labour. 

Q* Was not Annibal more perplex'd to 
get down the Hills, than he was in climb¬ 
ing up? 

A. Right; For the Froft rendred the 
ways every where fo flippery, that there 
was no fteddy walking 5 belides the Moun¬ 
tain was fo flee p in fome places, that there 
was fcarce any other way of getting down, 
but by catching hold of the Twigs and 
Branches of Trees that grew between the 
Rocks. 

Q How then did he make a fhifc to reach 
the Valleys? 

A. He made ufeof Fire, Iron, and Vi¬ 
negar, to open a way through the Rocks i 
and thus having pafled the Alps in the fpace 
of Fifteen days, he came into Italy with a 
Hundred thoutand Foot, and Twenty thou- 
Land Horfe. 

4 ^ Where was it that Annibal hrft gave 
Battel to the Romans ? 

A . Be- i 
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A. Between the To and the Ticinus, 

What was the Succefs of it ? 

A . The Roman Army was overcome. 

j6^ Who had the Command of it ? 

A* Scipio the Conful. 

Was he not wounded ? 

A . Yes> and had certainly been taken by 
the Enemy, if the Valour of his Son, who 
was afterwards firnam’d Africanus , had not 
forc’d him out of their hands. 

When did Annibal give the (econd 
Battel ? 

A - A (hort time after the firft. 

Where was it fought ? 

A . At the River Trebia. 

g. How was the Event of it ? 

A. No happier for the Romans than the 
laft! Stmptonius and his whole Army was 
there defeated , and Annibal triumphantly 
pafs’d the Appennines. 

What did Annibal do the year follow¬ 
ing? 

A . He came into Etruria after a March of 
four days and three nights in the mid ft of 
Bogs and Moraffes, without repofing him- 
felf, which fo fatigu’d him, that he loft an 
eye. 

What happen’d to him after this ? 

A . 'Twasin this place that Flaminius the 
Gonful, a man of great raflmefs and preci¬ 
pitation, fell into the Snares which Annibal 
had laid for him, he was (lain, and his Army 
put to the Rout near the Lake of Trafmene, 

Q. How 


Q. How many Romans loft their lives in 
this Battel ? 

A. Near Fifteen thoufand (lain, and Tome 
Ten thoufand put to flight, and difpers’d all 
over Etruria, 

§). Did not fome remarkable Accident 
happen after this Battel ? 

A, Tis reported that two women la¬ 
menting their Children at one of the Gates 
of the City, whom they fuppos’d to be dead 
feeing them unexpectedly return, were fo 
fill’d with joy, that the excels of it kill’d 
them. 

^ After this great Overthrow, what was 
done at Rome ? 

A. The people being afiembled, confult. 

cd the Books of the Sybils , where they 
found. That all thefe Misfortunes were only 
owing to the Indignation of the God Man, 

<=^_ What Refolutions did they form ud* 
cn this Difcovery ? 

A. They vow’d to celebrate a Holy 
Spring 5 and after that, in the abfence of 
the Confuls, the people created Fabius Ma¬ 
ximus Dictator, and M.Minucius Rufus Mailer 
of the Horfe. 

§>. Where was Annibal at that time > 

A. He was advanced as far as Spcletum , 
which obliged the two Confuls v£milm 
Vaulus, and Termtius Varro , to haften with 
their Army. 

Ql Where did the two Armies meet ? 

A. Near Cann£ 9 .z fmall Town fcituated 

in 
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in Apulia : Here did Varro put his men in a 
pollute to receive the Enemies. 

g. Was this a bloody Fight? 

A. Yes •, for there was near Forty five 
thoufand Romans (lain, with Fourfcore Se¬ 
nators, and Vaulus the Conful himfelf was 
killed. 

g, What remarkable Paflages happen d 
* in this Battel ? 

\ A. The Conful Vaulus having been 

** wounded, wasinthemidftof the hurry and 
*confufion found covered with blood and 
duft, by a Collonel of the Army. 

g. What faid this Officer to Vaulus, feeing 
he was ftill alive ? 

A. Take my Horfe, and fly for your felf. 

g. And what anfwer did Vaulus make 
him ? 

A. No, no ; life him your felf, cries he, 
with a dying voice, and go to Rome, and bid 
the Senators from me fortify the Town be¬ 
fore Annibal comes to attack it. 

Did he fay any thing elfe to him ? 

A . Above all , tell Fabius Maximus , 
that I have liv’d, and that 1 now dye re- 
memhring his Orders and Counfcls ; fo 
leave me here to expire amid It this horrible 
Slaughter of the Romans. 

Did the Slaughter continue a long 

time ? 

A . So long, that Annibal commanded his 
Soldiers to defift; and (o great, that he fent 
to Carthage Three Bulhels of Golden Fungs, 

taken 
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taken from the Fingersof the Roman Knfehts 
that were kill’d. 

^ §>~ What happen’d after the Battel of 
Canth£ ? 

A. Some young Romans were debating 
amongft themfelves to abandon Italy. 

Q. And had their delign like to have pafs’d 
in this Affembly ? 

A. Publius Cornelius Scipio , a Collonel in 
the Army, who was after firnamed Africans, 
drew out his Sword, and fwore he would 
kill the man who would not take an Oath 
never to go out of Rome . 

Q Did not the Romans deli re a Peace ? 

A ■ N05 they were fo far from demanding 
a Peace of the Carthaginians , chat receiving 
advice that the Conful Varro , whofe rafhnels 
was in part the caufe of that cruel Lofs, was 
on his way home, all the City went out to 
meet him, to thank him becaufe he had not 
defpair d of the Safety of the Common* 
wealth. 

What do they fay of Annibal ? 

A • That if he had known how to make 
ufe of a Victory, as well as he did how to 
get one, Rome had been utterly ruin’d. 
Where was Annibal then ? 

A* Near Capua , which he reduced under 
his Obedience, as well as a great part of Italy* 
Had he always the better on’c ? 

A. No j for Capua proved as fatal to him, 
as Caw* had been to the Romans . 

4c How came that about ? 
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A. Becaufe he and his Army abandon’d 
themfelves to the Effeminacies and Pleafures 
of that place, and ftaid a long time there, fo 
that he never thought of purfuing his Con- 
quefts, which gave the Romans time to take 

breath again. t . _ . 

g). What did the Romans do m this Exi¬ 
gence ? 

A. All the Roman Youth, the Magiftrates, 
nay, even the Slaves, took up Arms. 

Q. What did Fabius Maximus do in the 

meantime ? 

A , He endeavoured by delays and amufe- 
ments to weaken Annibal . 

Q. What did the Romans attempt with 

their Army ? 

A . They laid Siege to Capua* 

Q And was Annibal idle ? 

A. No j thinking to make them raife the 
Siege, he marched dire&ly towards Rome ? 
g. And what happen’d to him? 
a7 A fudden Tempeft arifing juft as he 
was going to fight Fulvius , he was oblig’d 
to return back without fighting. 

Was it long before Capua furrendred > 
A . No. 

g. How did the Romans ufe them ? 

A. They took away all their Privileges. 
What followed after the taking of 

Capua . .. _ . 

A . Afdrubal going to )om his Brother 

Annibal , who lay then in Apulia with a 
powerful Army, was defeated by the Con- 

fuls 
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Ms Claudius Nero, and Livim Senator. 

& After this Battel, what did Nero do > 
A. He caufed AfdrubaV s Head to be 
thrown into the Carthaginian Gamp-, which 
cannibal feeing, he immediately cried out I 
perceive my felf now to be un tort unate. * 

<• What was Scipio doing in Afric in the 
mean time ? 

A. He cut in pieces Nannos Army , the 
JJcneral of the Carthaginians , and took Pri- 
loner Sipbax King of Numidia>w ho had quit¬ 
ted the Romans ) and taken the fide of the 
Carthaginians. 

Q Wherefore did Scipio pafs into Afric? 

A. Twas done with adefign to remove 
Annibal out of Italy. 

Q. And did it fucceed ? 

A. Yes. 

& What did Annibal do before he left 
Italy f 

e *ercis d a thoufand Cruelties in 
the I owns that continued ftiil under his 
Power 5 nay, he ordered all the Italians that 
were in his Army to be mafiacred. 

. W hlt happen’d upon Annibafs arrival 
into Afric ? 

A. A bloody Battel was fought near 

^ On which fide did the Vidfory fall? 

A. Annibal being defeated by Scipio , de¬ 
frayed of retrieving his Fortune there, and 
io fled into Afu, 
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Gjg The Carthaginians being thus van- 
quilh’d, what became of them ? 

A. They were oblig’d to fubmit to the 
Peace allow’d them by the Romans. 

What name was it that Scipio obtain’d 
by this Expedition ? 

A. That of Africans. 

the War of Macedonia. 

The Tear of the World 3850. Of Rome 
Q *T7Hen did the Macedonian War be- 

W gm> 

A . A little after the Peace of Carthage , in 
the year of Rome 5 5 °- 

ff For what Reafens did the Romans un¬ 
dertake this War ? 

A. As well for the ancient quarrel they 
had to Philip King of Macedonia for joining 
with Annibal when he was IViafler of Italy , as 
for the feveral Complaints their Allies, and 
tfpecially the Athenians made of them. 

Q Who firlt open’d the War ? 

A. King Philip. 

How did he begin it ? 

A 1 By the Siege of Abydos « 

ij. What became of the Inhabitants of 
that place ? 

A. Philip reduced them to fuch an extre¬ 
mity, that after the example of the Sagttn- 
tines they chofe to kill themfelvcs. 

Was Philip always thus fuccefsful* 

A, No 5 


( 7 ° ) 

A. No 5 for four years after he was de¬ 
feated by Flaminins at the * GynocepbaU in 
Thejfaly- 

Q. Did Philip lofe abundance of men 
there ? 

A. He loft Thirteen thoufand, reckoning 
the Dead and the Prifoners. 

^ Was a Peace granted him at iaft > | 

A . Yes, on that condition he would lay 
no more pretenlions to any of the Cities of 
Greece. 

Q The Liberty of Greece then was the 
Price of this Vi&ory > 

A. Right; for all the Cities of Greece 
except Spma, were free. 

Qz Was that City always in a fervile 
condition ? 

A, No ; for in the year 561, Philoptmn 
having kill’d the Tyrant Nabis , made them 
aflociate with the Achseans. 

The War of Antiochus. 

The Tear of the World 3862. Of Rome 562, 

-^tTT Hen k e 8 an the War of Antiochus 
VV againtf the Romans ? 

A. In the Year of Rome 5 62. 

What made him declare War agaiuk 

them ? 


* So called from refembling a Do ft head. 
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A. He was inftigated to it by Annibtl, who 
was then a Refugee in his Court, 
g. And how came he off? 

A. Having been beaten both by Land and 
Sea as well by the Conful Lucius Scipio , Bro¬ 
ther to him firnamed Africans, as by the 
Courage and good Conduit of his Brother, 

he was forced to beg a Peace. # 

On what Terms was it given him ? 
A, That he would quit all the Places on 

this fide Mount Taurus* . 

g. Did not Lucius Scipio for this Exploit 

merit the name of Aftaticus ? 

A. You are in the right. 


The fecond Macedonian War . 

The Year of the World 3883. Of Rome 583. 


<9.\A 7 ~Hat did Philip King of Macedonia do 
^ VV all this while > 


A. He wholly employ’d himfelf in making 
Preparations for a new War. 

4 Had this Philip any Children > 

A. He had two, whofe names were Perfes 
and “Demetrius. This laft was given in Hoftage 
to the Romans , who entertain’d him very 
refpe&fully. 

O Were there noDivifions between the 
Brothers ? 


A» Yes> and fo managed, that their Fa¬ 
ther Philip put Demetrius to deaths whom the 
jealoufy of Perfes , and the kind Treatment 


he receiv’d at Rowe had render d fufpicious to 
him. & What 
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^What was the Confequence of all this? 

A. The year following, Perfes , whoinhe- 
rlted the hatred and defigns of his Father 
againft the Romans , declared War againft 
them. 

gK What was the Succefs of this War? 

A • JEmilius the Roman General entirely 
defeated Perfes in the Year 586. 

How many Macedonians loft their lives 
upon this occafion ? 

A. There were Thirty theufand of them 
flain. 

Q How did this War conclude ? 

A. With the final defhu&ion of the King¬ 
dom of Macedonia, 

Did Perfes continue there ? 

A, No 5 he engag’d himfelf in the Inte- 
refts of Gentius King of lllyrtum , who met 
with the fame d^ftiny. 

How did that happen? 

A, He was overcome by Anicius the Prae¬ 
tor ; and the fame year both Anicius and 
JEmilius triumph’d at Rome , one over Gen- 
tins , and the other over Perfes , and each 
King marched before the Chariot of his 
Conqueror. 

gK In what year did this fall out > 

A. In the year 587 of Home. Thus Mace¬ 
donia and lllyrium were reduced into the form 
of Provinces. 

§• After thefe mighty Victories, no body 
I fuppofe thought it diftionourable to fubmit 
to the Romans ? 

A. No 
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A. No ; for after the Defeat of Antiocbm , 
and the Redu&ion of Macedonia , feverat 
Kings and Nations ftrove, and were ambi¬ 
tious to be under their Protection. 

Among thefe Kings, were there not 
f oir ,e that (how’d themfelves more forward 
than the reft ? 

J, There were two, E umenes King 01 
Afu j, and Prufm King of Bithynia , firnamed 
the Hunter 5 but Eumenes was fufpedted of 
fome under* hand dealing. 

g. What was that ? 

A, To have fecretly favour’d the Party of 

?erfts, 

g, What method did he take to clear 
himfelf of this Sufpicion > 

A. Hefent his Brother Attains to Rome? 
who had b gg’d his Brother’s Kingdom for 
himfelf, if a Phyfician appointed to bear 
him company in this Journey, had not hin¬ 
der’d his defign. 

g. And what did Prufus on his fide, to 
• engage the Romans to fupj ort him ? 

A. He fcandaloully flatter’d them, having 
caus’d fome Medals to be coin’d in Honour 
of the Senate, which he treated as a Divinity, 
and the Semtors, whom he call’d his Tute¬ 
lar gods. 


Toe 


9 


£ 
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The Third Punic War, 


7he Year cf the World 390$. Of Rome 605. 



A . In the year of Rome 605. 

Q What gave occafion to it ? 

* 4 . ’Twas becaufe the Carthaginians viola¬ 
ted the Articles of Peace, and declar’d War 
at'ainlt Maffiwjfa , who was an Ally of the 
Romans, 

jO. And what Refolutions did the Senate 
make hereupon ? 

A, ; Twas unanimoufly decreed to follow 
the advice of Cato the Cenfor, which wasto 
dellroy the City of Carthage entirely. 

ilj. And to efftdf it, what Meafures were 
t-ken? 

A, Cenforinus and Manilius the Confuls 
marched dire&ly to the City. 

Q What did the Carthaginians to avert 
the Storm ? 

A . They fent Deputies to them to know 
what Satisfaction it was they demanded. 

J§. What anfwcr was return’d them? 

A* That it was the Will and Pleafureof 
the Senate, that they ftiould demolifti their 
City even to the Foundations, and remove 
themfelves at leak Ten Miles from the 
Sea. 

J 2 - So harfh a Propofition, how did it 

relilb 
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felifti with the high fpirits of the Carthagi¬ 
nians ? . 

A, It poffefs d them with fo vigorous an 

Indignation, that they made a much greater 
Refinance than could be expected from fo 
feeble an Enemy. 

And what was the Refult of all ? 

A. In the fourth year of this Wax Car¬ 
thage was taken by Publius Cornelius Scipio , 
who burnt and wholly deftroy’d it. 

7 he War of Corinth. 

The Year of the World 3907. Of Rome 607. 

O R what reafon did the Romans de° 
clare War againft the People of Co - 

rinth ? 

*A. Becaufe of their ill treatment of the 
Roman Ambaffadors , as alfo becaufe they 
brought over the Acb&ans to their own 
Party. 

g. How did their Affairs fucceed ? 

A, They were defeated by the Praetor 
Metellus in two Battels, near the Thermopylae 
and in Phocis , in the year of Rome 607 . 

Gh And what was the defiiny of Corinth ? 
A. Mummius the Confiil, after he had 
made himfelf Maker of all Achaia , order’d 
Corinth the Capital City of that Nation to 

be burnt down to the ground. 

g. What remarkable matter happen’d in 
the burning cf it ? 
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A . Different Metals being melted toge¬ 
ther, accidentally form’d the famous Co- 1 
rtnthian Brafs, on which the Romans feta 
higher value than Silver, and which in fuc- 
ceeding times was imitated by a mixture of 
feveral Metals, on which they bellow’d the 
fame name. 

7he War of Portugal. 

lie Year of the World 3908. Of Rome I 

^.TT rH O occafion’d the War of IV 1 

W tugal ? 

A. A Prince whofe name was Vimtus , 
who had ufurp’d the Sovereignty of that 
Country, 

Q By whom was that Country retaken ? 

A, By Quintus Fabius. ! 

Q. What did they do to Viriatus ? j 

A . They made a Peace with him. $ 
And after the Treaty was ratified, | 
what became of him then ? 

A. The year following Cepio the Conful, ; 
without having any regard to the Treaty, 
fell fuddenly upon Vimtus , and treacheroully 
put him to death. \. 
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The DiJlrutUon of Numantia. 

lie rear of the World 39 ' 3 - °f Rome 613< 
^ITTHEN did the Ruin of Numantia 


0.fX7HEN d 

W begin ? 


A. Sixteen years after that of Carthage, 
the very fame Scipio who had deftroy d that 
famous City, and thence acquir’d the n.me 
of Africanus, went to befiege Numantia. 
q! What incited Scipio to be angry with 

th ™ The Numantians had refus’d to fur- 
render to the 'Romans fome Rebels who ha 

taken (helter among them. 

And how did they behave them- 

fclvcs ? 

A. Tho they were inferior in number to 
theEnemy, yet for Nine years together they 
refitted the whole Power of Rom\ nay. 
they fatigu’d and harafs’d two or three ot 

their Armies. . . * 

® But at laft how went their Affairs f 
A. Scipio the Deftroyer of Carthage having 
fat down before the Town, Chat up the be- 
(ieged within their own Walls, where they 
all kill’d themfelves out of defpair. . 

4 : And what became then of the City of 

Numantia? , 

A. It was m’d to the ground 3 and thus 

all Spain became a Province of the Romans . 


What 
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SU What other con fid era Me Arsons did 
the Romans about this time perform ? 

A* They made themfelves Mailers of Ma¬ 
cedonia the Third time. 

^ What was he who had poiTefs’d that 
Kingdom for fome years before ? 

. A. His name Andrifctts , a forry, obfeure, 
pitiful Fellow, who pretending to be the 
Son of Perfes had enter’d that Kingdom with 
very confiderable Forces, in the year 605, 

J}. Did he continue long in the pofleffion 
of this Kingdom ? 

A, No $ for the year following he was 
defeated by Cecilius Metellus the Prsetor, who 
kill’d him Twenty five thoufand men. This 
Victory made him take the name of Mace - 
donicHs» 

The War of the Slaves; and others 
about the fame time • 

T&e Tear of the World 39X1, Of Rome 6l 1. 

was the chief of thefe Slaves 
that excited the War ? 

A. TLnnus , a Syrian by birth, who coun¬ 
terfeiting a Divine Revelation, encourag’d 
his Brother Slaves to revolt. 

^ How many of thefe Slaves did he mu- 
fter in a Body together? 

A, About Seventy thoufand. 

Qz And what memorable Exploits did he 
perform. 

A. He 


A He defeated four Roman Praetors *, but 
in the Year d 2 2. he was vanquifo’d by the 

^ Whafremarkable thing happen’d in 

tht j e3 AnalL died, and by Teftament left 

the People of Rome his Heirs. 

f)id not this alienation make fome 

Malecontents at home ? . 

A Yes 5 for it fo happen d that Ar/fto n- 
cm, Natural Son to Ewmms, being difeon- 
tented at this procedure, poflefs d hunfelf of 
jfbc, and cut in pieces the Army of the Prs- 

tor Crajfiff. . 

This Arif omens , I fuppofc, was not al¬ 
ways vidfconous in the Field ? 

A. Noi for in the year 624 he was van- 

quifti’d by the Conful Perpenna.. 

g. Was not the abovemention d year re¬ 
markable for fomething elfe ? 

A. Right, for the Death of the fecond 
Afticanus , who was found dead in his bed * 
his Wife being fufpedted to have poilon d 
him 

g. Did not the Romans fignalize their 

Valour upon fome new occafion ? 

A. In the year 629 they firft attack d the 
Inhabitants of Gallia Tranfalpina * and begun 
with the Saltans and Albbroges • 

g. Who put a Period to that War ? 

A. fabius the Conful, by defeating Ei- 
tuitus King of the Arvetni in a. pitch cl Battel. 

E 4 ' 


<3^ How 
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How many men did the King lofe in 
$his Action ? 

A. About Twenty fix thoufand. The Bat¬ 
tel was fought near Ifera ; and ’twas at this 
time that Gallia Narbonenfts was reduc’d (o 
the condition of a Raman Province. 

The War againft Jugurtha. 

The Tear of the World 3943. Of Rome 643. 

HAT was the Original of this 

A. ’Twas becaufe Jugurtha King of Nu» 
m/d/a, Ballard Son of Micipfa , had ravifli’d 
the Kingdom from the two Legitimate Chil- 
1 dren, of the King his Father, and unjuftly 
dilpoflefs’d them of if. 

What did Micipfas Children do in 
this Exigence? 

A* They implor’d the Ailiftance of the 
Roman People , who immediately declar’d 
War againft Jugurtha. 

And who carried the Vi&ory ? 

A: Jugurtha 3 but he defeated the Ko- 
mans rather by his private Liberalities, than 
by the force of his Arms, 
i?. But did he ftill prevail ?' 

A. Noy Mmllui the Conful, who was a 
mil) not to be bribed againft the Intereft of 
his Country, was fent againft him, and had 
the. better of him in feveral Engagements 

H* What 
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g. What other iU fncceffe* attended > 

r> A. Maims compleated h!s DeBtuaion, 
and at laft he was delivered into the hands of 
bis Conqueror, through the Treachery o 
Boccbtts King of Mauritania. , 

O And what became oi then . 

~2 He was carried Prifoner to Rome, and 
after he had ferved to adorn the 1 numpa 
of Marius died in his Confinement. 

0 . When did that happen? 

2 Inthe year 6*7, about the time when 

Ctaro was born. r 

^ Did Marius perform any more confi- 

fulate, he exterminated the uv.tomt and the 

he do any thing elfe to inrneru- 

; CinAmns , who had dJign d to force their 
l way into Italy. 

G). How many of the Enemies we e 

a! There were Twenty fix ^hrmf.md 
kill'd, and iixty thoufand taken. Psnoncrs,- 
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The War again ft Mithridates. 

7 he Year of the World 3960. Of Rome 66 o. 

HEN began this War ? 

A. About the Year of Rome 660, 

^ Who was this Mithridates ? 

A, King of Bontus. 

e?i Why did the Romans make War a- 
gaind him ? 

^_ Becaufe he had turn’d out Ariohatzt• 
nes King of Cappadocia , and Nicomedes King 
of Btthynia, and poflfefs’d himfelf of their 
Dominions, 

■£What Method did thefe two Princes 
take to be re-ehablilh’d in their Kingdoms? 

A. As they were Allies of the Romans , 
they demanded afliftance of Sylla, who at 
that time was Prnor. 

«§. And did Sylla take their part ? 

ztf. He immediately took up arms, and ha¬ 
ving ejected the Ufurper by Force, herefto- 
ied A'iobarzmes and Nicomedes to their own 
Country again. 

But how did Mithridates bear this 
Ejection ? 

A. he employ'd all his Efforts fo fuc- 
cefsiully, that he turn’d them out the fecond 
time one after the other 5 but they were 
again reeftablifli’d by the Authority of the 
Senate# 


Q Was 


Was not Mithridates fomew-hat daunt* 
e d, to fee himfelf attack’d by Nicomedes and 

the Romans ? . _ . . 

A. Far from that: He levied a mighty 

Army, and enter’d Cappadocia and Eiibyniz ? 
£>/what did he particularly do in the 

Kingdom of Bithynia ? 

A. He defeated the Roman Army, and on- 
a day appointed order’d all the Italians that 
were m Afiat 0 be maifacred. 

A Did he make any farther Advances-? 

A , He made himfelf Mailer of Macedonia-, 
fhr ace, and Greece. 

g. Did not the Romans endeavour toltop 
the progrefs of hisGonquefts ? 

A . Sylla, who was then Proconfui, pirted 
from Rome to hinder his Deligns; He imme¬ 
diately recover’d Athens out of his hands, 
and afterwards compelled him to make a 
Peace* in purfuance of which he was to. 
abandon Aft*, Bithynia , and Cappadocia . 
g. Did Mithridates Air no more ? 

Some years after he renew’d the \var 
in Afta \ but Lucnllus the Conful beat hro 
both by Land and by '-ea. 

P. Whither did he retire after this Over- 

throw? , 

^4. At firft he rcfided m his Kingdom os 

fontus, but finding himfelf ftiil purfued by 
LucuSus , he was obliged to take San&usry 
in Armenia, and beg the Protection of ih 

wants. ,^ 

Q. And d,d Lucitfott hill mauh after h m .• 

^ A . Hi'- 
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\ Having follow’d him into this Com> 
tty, he there defeated the Two Kings, whofe 
^rmy coniifted of Two hundred thoufand 
r.oot, and Sixty thoufand Horfe. 

What were the Effeds of this Battel? 
A. The Taking cfNifiba, and Tigramctlia 
the Capital City of Armenia. 

^ VVas not Lucullus glorioufly recom- 
pcnc d for all theie Heroick Adtions ? 

*A. o 5 for his Soldiers refuting to frand 
by. nun, he was forced to give way to Pom- 
fey, who had the Management of this War 
devo.ved upon him after Luc niffs'. 

^AVhat Remarkable Exploits did this 
3 isw General perform? 

He joyrfd the Iberians and Albanians to 
the Reman Empire,as he purfued Mdhridates. 

& What was the end of that Unfortu- 
nate Prince ? 

A. Seeing himfclf preft hard on every 
hoe, he was thinking to make the belt of* 
/liS way into Gaul, arid fheher himfclf there, 
out the Revolt of his Son Pbarnaces , toge- 

^ . r with that of his Army fully corop!eutcd ;: 
his Pv li in. 

Sfc Alter what manner died he? 

A. He endeavour’d ineffectually to dif- 
psten himfell by Poyfon ; and alter feveral 
vain Attempts, to batten Death that wav, 
was forced to Stab himfelf. Bitfori n< fre¬ 
quently mention, him Tor his great skill in- 
Languages ; and an.Antidore of his own In- 
venuon.hill bears his Name. 

at-. 


( 


® When did this War fully terminate? 
2 In the Year 6 9 \ under Cicero s Con¬ 



fute,’after it had lafted Forty years. 

The Civil War between Marius and 
Sylla. 

The Tear of the World ^ 66 . Of Rome 666 . 

0 ▼'THat was the Gaufe of the Civil war 
^ between Marins ard Sylla? 

A. Ambition on both Tides. # 

6} What hands Marius charg'd wiyi . 

A He procures the Command of the Ar- 
mv defign’d a gain ft MAwVAtfx for hiir.fejt, 
bv the means of Snlpitm. the Tribune, who 
by his own Authority had taken it away 

from Sylla. > 

< 5 . And what did Syla for his part? 

A Enraged at this U%e , he enters 
Kane with an Army, puts to oeath ■>«•;/- 
(„■«, the Author of this wiiole Intugue. and 
beats out Marius. , who .hereupon dad mu>- 
dfric. 

&i What became of Manus ? - 
A. Having got Men enough togtW* to¬ 
mtit a final! A1 my, he went to K.vn Cm,,a, 
who W-S ejected out of Rome oy OS*vm nu - 

Coileapue. ,, .. 

6 ). And what happen d to lum atu*- 

wards? , . ... -r 

A. Seriormt and Ctrh, having likew.le 

joyn’d thefe two great Men with.abandiBco.- 
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of their Friends, they refolv’d all four to 
march dire&ly towards Rome. 

& When they had entred the City, what 
did they do? 

A. They made a moft terrible Slaughter 
there. 

JL M ter this cruel Pcevenge was over, 
what does Marius next ? 

A. He gets himfelf to be declar’d Conful now 
the Seventh time.and dies the Year following, 
^ When Mariui was dead, what Mea- 
xures did Sylla take? 

A. Having concluded a Peace with Mi- 
thrzaates ,he came back into Italy in the Year 
6 7 2 > and a ^r he had vanquiih’d CarboNor- 
and the Younger, enters Rome . 
and makes hirnfelf be created Dilator. 

elc J. at ? d Co dignity, how 
did he behave himfelf? 

A. He in his turn banifties all thole of the 
contrary Party, fends back the greateli part 
of the Senators, but'efpeciallv Sertorius , and 
proscribes fo great a number of them , that 
tis faid, they amounted to Two thoufand. 

After all this Havock and Definition, 
what became of Sylla? 

Hcrelign’d the Di&atorihip at the end 
of Three years. 

«g. And was not that very acceptable to 
the People of Rome ? 

A. I hey were fo well pleas’d at it, that 
when he died the Year following they or¬ 
der d a molt magnificent Funeral'for him. 

& Were 


q \^ere no confideiabk Perfons of Ma¬ 
rius’s Party remaining? 

J None but Sertorius, who had retired 

into 'Spain 3 but Melius aiMed by Fompey , 

made War a gain ft him. 

Q. And did the Event anfwer Ins Expe¬ 
ctations ? . . , . ., , 

A* He frequently fought him without a- 

nv extraordinary Succefs to boaft off; till be¬ 
ing at laft affaiSnated by his own People, 
Ttmpiy in a (hort time reduced all Spain un- 
der the Obedience of the Romans . 

The Taking of Jeruralem. 

The Tear of the World 3691* of Roms 69 r. 

Q A Eter Fompey in Conjunction with 
^ Craffus, had defeated the Slaves that 

rebell d, and had clear’d the Seas of Pyratcs, 

what did he next? 

A. He march’d into Judea to determine 
fome Difference which arofe between the 
Two Brothers , Arifhobuhts and Hireanus , 
concerning the Kingdom of ftidea» 

0 . What did he there ? 

A Having been ill receiv’d by Artjrobuhts , 
he took Jcmfalm by force, and made them 

level the Wails of ic. . , 

<s). What WuS remarkable during tne 

Si. . j 

A .'He had fo great a Rcfpedt for the 
Temple, that he prohibited, his Solanrs to 
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Place lea ^ ^ ing belon §i n g to that Sacred 

And what did he do afterwards ? 

A. He makes Judea a Tributary Province 
or the Empire ; lets Hircanus on the Throne 
and carried the Proud Arithbulus chain’d 
and bound fofetoff the Triumph, which he 
celebrated at Howe. 


The War between Caefar and Pompey, 

The Year of the World 35 ) 93 . of Rome 693 . 



Hat was the principal Caufe of this 
War. 


A, 1 was Ambition occafion’d all thofe 


Calamities which the Roman Empire fuffer’d 
during the Courfe of this War. 

^ How happen’d it > 

4. Pompey, Ctfir, and Cnfftts , feeina 
tnemfelvcs to be the moft powerful Men of 
the Republick, made a League together, and 
fo concerted Matter 5 , that the Adminiftra- 


VJM of all Aihits wholly reded on them. 
Uus Government was commonly call’d the 


Triumvirate 


Q What did Cafar to confirm his Treat) ? 
A, He gave his Daughter in Marriage to, 


Pompey. 

Qi How . did they (bare the Empire be¬ 
tween them > r 


A. Cafar took the Government of Gaul. 
Pompiy that of Spain. Croffns that.of Syria , 

which 
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which he therefore demanded, becaufe he 
expected to make great Advantages of that 

“ C ^; Ato they had thus divided it, what 

did they do next ? . r , 

A Cxfar and Crajfus went each of them 

to their Government. Pompey ftaii at Rome, 
and contented himfelt to fend his Lieutc- 

whkh w"as Craffus's firft Afiion in Sy- 

• p 

A He pillag’d the Temple of Jemfdm, 

“t*w» a'taS'Htt f« 

lh A Yes j 6 fo. in an Expedition ag.inli the 
Tartbians, he was entirely defeated by Surma, 

General of their Army. .. ,, 

0 , What happened to him m this Battel • 

A. He loft the greateft part of his men 

there, his own Son was flam, and, having 

“;:ir=dT,iS«!..ofooprfd,i 

pouring fome melted Gold into «■, ,il « 
Now jathfy tby felf with Gold, of wbub thou 

ball always been fo defireus ? , . , 

Q What did Orodes mean by fo doing. 

A. He only laugh’d at his Avcr.ce, which 
influenced him to undertake that War. 

(j. After Craffus was dead , how did C 
far and Pompey order Matters ? 
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n J'rlr mt \ mt c . ndurin 8 t0 be » an Equal 

one another.^ UPerI ° r * they 

What Mcafures did Pomp™ take > 

A. He prevail’d with the Senate to recal 
Cxftr from his Government, as foon as hit 
t^ewas expir’d, and to Disband his Ar! 

ftrSfonst ^ C * f * r ‘° mp ' y With thefe,ll< 

Cnfaucti h y^ h( X a ? piebellded • tf >at his 
^onquelt of Gaul had created him feveral 

fended 1 V'r ^7 We " faw whi *er this 
tended he fent them word, That he was 

°\ d t0 r?r C h ' mfelf in 2 Condition to de- 
fend himfeif agarnli his Enemies, and that 
he would net difmifs his Army, unlefs the? 
would obhge Pom^ to do the fame. 7 
!I° W d,d the y receive his Propofal > 

j?’ 7u- y W0U ' d not hearken to it, which 
obhged h.m.to affemble all his Forces to- 

Rome 9 ^ marC ^ immediateI y towards 

his^afch > n0t endeaVOUr t0 hind « 

him’, C jT- S fudde , n Expedition Co afrighted 
who ' e P »'Y, that they loon 

6>efce d RmK 3nd 1,<l!y ’ 3nd pafs ’ d int0 

•f’ did \ Cefm do in the mean time? 

He enter d Rome, plunder’d the Pub- 

I m, a ^ 5 and a / ter he had ftaid a <hoit 
time there to compofe the Tumults of the 

City, 


M 


ritv he went into Spain, and beat Aframus 
2d Jpeirejut, Pompey’s Two Lieutenants, out 

As he turn’d, what did he do? 

A. He made himfeif Mailer of MarfetUet, 
and entring Rome the fecond time, he took 
Polfeffion of the Diaatorlhip, which the 
ESr Lepidim had procur’d to be confers d 
upon him in his Abfence. 

®. What did he afterwards? 

A. He paffed over into Greece to find out 
Pompey, and having befieged him near 
* VyLhium in Albania , he was fo rudely 
receiv’d, and his Army beaten after fucha 
manner, that if Pmpey had known to make 
the bell Ufe of his Vidlory , Cxfar, even in 
his own Confeffion, had been intirely de- 

Where did Cefar March after this (mall 

“iTi. hb T.~P »8«t«. 

*>»„ h.„<. 

i f«> r»w 1 “™| r“£” 

thither, they fought m the Plains of Pba 

! °\ On which fide fell the Vidory ? 

A. Vrnpeys Army was totally routed. As 
for himfeif, he fled towards Egypt to Ttoltr 

\ my , who was then very Young. 
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<■ What happen’d to Tom fey? 

A. As foon as ’twas known at Court 
that he was ready to Land , Theodotw per.’ 
fwaded the King to murder him, in order 
to engage Ctfar to leave him in the ouier 
PoMb„ of his Kingdom. 9 ‘ 

< 2 : And did Ptolemy fuffer himfelf to be 
10 per fwaded ? 

. 4 . Yes 5 for he immediately fent Achillas 
and S^umm to Receive and Compliment 
, 011 ^ is P art 5 and when they had him 

Cock-boat, they immediately 
afTaHinated htmin the very fight of the Vef. 
ft! where his Wife and Children were. 

Of Seditions • 

The Tear of Rome 161, 303, 377, 

^ \X/ H o f J were ,he Caufes of 3,1 thofe 

VV Seditions, that fo often threatned 

the Common wealth? 

0flTribts iti0n ’ PridC ’ a " d Inf0lence 

in ^ftonT ma ' ly ° f them have you ot>fervy 
A. Five Principal Ones. 

& When did the firft begin? 

A . In theYear2<5i, 

What occafion’d it ? 

% The Tyranny of the Ufurers. 

<=<: How happen'd that ? 


A. The 
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A The People being no longer able to 
endure their Cruelty, which proceeded fo 
Z as to treat them like Slaves, rent d m 
S ms to the Sacred Hill : But being appeas d 
bv the SeaConable Difcoutfe of Mmenms 
Ljppa, who enteitallied them with the Fa- 
uf of the Belly, and the other Members, 

thev return’d to Rome* 
g. What Privilege did they then extort 

before they came back ? 

A. They obtain’d attain Magnates to 
defend the People againft the Violence of the 

^”4 How were thefe Magnates call’d ? 

J. 'Tribuni TUbis, or the Tribunes, 
g. When began the Second Sedition. 

A. In the Year 3 ° 3 *, 

6 > What occafion d it ? 

2 . The Arbitrary and llnlimitted Power 

of the Decemviri- 

e>. How came it about? 

A When thefe Decemviri, or len Men, 
who were chofen by the People to reduce 
the Laws they brought from Greece into one 
Body, had fully compriz d nem m the 
decim lahtUi yet they lull nept up and 
maintain’d that Authority, whien was only 
delegated to them tor the Execut on 01 this 

jg. What is remark d cf Affius >~UudaM-> 

one of thefe Decemviri ? 

A. That his Infolence proceeded ic , as 
to carry off Virginia , with a dehgn tn navim 
her. 
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What became then of Virginia ? 

A. Virginia, the Father of this Youne 

Woman, kill’d her with his own Hand if 

the Forum , as Claudius would have had her 

*agg d off, after he had declared her his 
Slave. us 

Hhat EflFe&s did this produce ? 

i>eimv!rH irr d ° P *" “* ^ the 

SL What did they do to them ? 

They put them all in Prifon. 

§. What occafion’d the Third Sedition? 

. A ‘ happen’d upon the Subjed of Mar. 
stages, the People being rcfolved it fhould 

be lawful for them to Marry with the Piitri- 
etant. 

Where did this Tumult break out? 

A. In the Janiculum, by the management 
or Lanujem , Tribune of the People. 

% When did the Fourth Sedition begin? 
A. In the Year of Rome 377. 

Si What was the Caufe of it ? 

A. Ambition of Honours. 

^ Wherefore? 

* l!' u £ 5 a r e thc Peo P le would admitted 
to Pubhck Employments, as well as the No- 
bjlity. 

Sl How did that happen? 

A, Lucius Stolo, and Lucius Sextiui, Tri¬ 
bunes of the People, having preferr’d a Law, 
which ordain’d that one of the Gonfuls 
mould be always chofen out of the Plebeians 5 
the Senators oppos’d it with all their Autho- 
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g. And the Tribunes on their fide, what 
did thev ? 

A. They hindred the making of any Cu- 
tu le Magittrate , fo that there was a fort 
of Anarchy in Rome for the fpace of Five 
years. 

Which of them carried the Point at 
lift ? 

A* The People, and Lucius Sextius , was 
the fir ft that was chofen out of their Body. 

6^ What was the Caufe of the Fifth Se¬ 
dition ? 

A. The Gracchi occafion’d it by their en¬ 
deavouring to re-eftablifh the Agrarian Law. 

^ How did that happen? 

A. Tiberius Gracchus being defirous to ob¬ 
tain the good will of the People, demanded 
to have the abovcmentioned Law put in Exe¬ 
cution. 

g. What was the intent of that Law ? 

A. All the Citizens of Rome were by it 
forbidden to poflefs in Land, above five 
hundred Acres. 

And what was their defign in getting 
it rettor’d ? 

A. To enjoyn all thofe that priTefs’d any 
more to give their Lands up, and diftribute 
them among the People. 

^ Did not all the Nobility vigoroufly op- 
pofe it ? 

A. Yes; but’twastonopurpofe, for this 
Law was authoriz’d by the Senate* 
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And what did he do afterwards? 

A. He nude his Colleague Ottavius quit 
his Office, bec.iufe he would have fiopt the 
Execution of this Law. 

What happen'd to him at laft > 

A. This good Succefs having rendred 
hjm infupportably Proud, Scipio Nafico caus’d 
him to be AiTaffinated as he came out of the 
Capitol . 

Was not his Death revenged ? 

A. Cams Gracchus , his Brother, in order 
to effe& it, promifes the People to get them 
all that Wealth which Attains at his Death 
bequeath d to the Romans: The Senate was 
fo highly provoked at his Arrogance, that 
they offer'd the weight of it in Gold, to any 
one that fhould bring his Head. 

§• What then became of Cains Gw 
chus ? 

A . He got one of his Slaves to kill him, 
finding himfelf puifued by the Conful Opi- 
mins \ and he that found his Body, cut off 
his Head, took cut his Brains, and fi'Td it 
with melted Lead, to make it weigh the 
more. 

§). Eefides thefe Five Seditions, do you 
ob&rve no more ? 

A . Yes. 

Inform me concerning them ? 

A. Pofthumius refuling his Soldiers the pil¬ 
lage of VoU, which he had promis’d them, 
a Sedition arofe in the Camp, where he was 
honed to Death. 

I^What 
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jj. What other Seditions can you recount 
to me ? 

A. Under Appius Claudius, the Roman Ar¬ 
my would not vanquish that of the Enemies, 
altho it lay in their Power. There happen’d 
fevcral little Mutinies, that don’t deferve to 
be particularly mention’d. 

Give me fome inftance of the Diftruft 
or Jealoufy of the Romans. 

A- They were fo jealous of having the 
lead Invafion made upon their Liberty, that 
they often fent the nioft Ulullrious of the 
Nobility into Baniftiment, whenever they 
fufpe&ed that they defign’d to arrogate too 
much Power to themfelves. 

Q Pray give me an Example of it ? 

A* There was in the firft place, Coriolanm 
banifh'd for having ferved them too well * 
and Camillas was lent abroad for the fame 


itafon. 


§). Wherefore do they fay Camillus was 
exiled ? 


A . Becaufe the People were poffeft with 
an imagination, that this Great Man had not 
equitably divided the Booty taken from the 
Vejentes , between them and the Army; fo 
they believed he had a defign to fecure him¬ 
felf of the Hearts of the Soldiers, in order to 


enflave the People. 

<£. Give me one other Demonftration, I 
befeech you, that the Romans were fo jea¬ 
lous of their Liberty. 


F 


A. They 
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A . 'they put Sfur ins CaffiHs , arid Sfarms 
Melius to Death, becaufe they fufpe$d 
them 5 the firft for endeavouring to revive 
the Lex Agraria ; the fecond for his Largefe 
or Donatives to the People. 

‘ Who kill’d Spurius Cajfius ? 

A. ’Twas his own Father that executed 
Juftice upon hirb $ and as for the other, Ser- 
vilius Abata^ General of the Horfe, kill’d him 
ill the mid ft of the Forum , by the order of 
JQuintms Cincinnatus . 

§ 1 , And Manlius , how died he ? 

A . He was thrown headlong from the top 
of that very Capitol, which he had fo gene- 
rouily defended. 

For what reafbn? 

A, Becaufe he had deliver'd feveral poor 
Debtors from the Clutches of their Credi¬ 
tors 5 ’twas obferv’d he carried bimfelf too 
high, and did not contain bimfelf within 
the Bounds of a private Citizen. 

Jh How many Roman Generals do you 
obferve there were, that kill’d the Generals 
of the Enemies Army with their own 
hands ? 

A. Threes viz, Romulus, who kill’d Ac- 
ron y King of the Cecinians 5 Cornelius Cojfus ) , 
who kill’d LolumnhiSy King of the Vejanes ; , 
and Marcellas, who flew Viridomarus , King 
of the Infubrian Gauls, t 

Recount to me the Addon of Curtinsl I 

A, In the Year 395. a Gulf appear’d in | 
the middle of the Forums and as ’twas impof- % 

iible I 
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fible to fill it up, altho they threw in never 
fomuch Wood, arid Stories, arid Earth, they 
had recourfe to the Augars. 

And what Anfwer did they give 

them ? 

A . That it would never clofe again, till 
the rooft precious thing in Rome Was throwri 
into it. Now as they were ftrangdy per¬ 
plex’d to rind it cut 5 Marcus Curtins moun¬ 
ted on Horfcback, and all in Armour rode 
into it, faying, That nothing was mere 
precious than Arms, and Military Virtue. • 
What was the defign of Catiline's 
Conspiracy ? 

A, To kill Cicero, who was Conful, to fet 
the City on Fire at the four Corners, to 
Plunder, and make tremfdves Mafiefs of 
it 5 but this Plot was happily difeovered, 

fi). Whb were concern’d in this Affair? 

A. Lmiilus , and Cc!bogus , arid feveral 
other Senators. 

§), After this Confpincy was diCover’d 
what became of Catiline? 

A . He was condemn’d to depart out of 
Kan’ 5 fo he withdrew towards his Army. 

g. What was done to the other Confipi* 
rators?* 

A. They were all put to Death. 

What became of Catiline at lafi ? 

A. He was defeated, >and his Army cut 
in pieces by Veireius , Lieutenant to Ant&nittt 
the Confu!, arid bimfelf kill’d upon the 
place. 


1? ^ 
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A Chronologicd Table of the Emperors 
of Rome. 

From Julius Catfar to Auguftus. 

I N the Year 705 of Rome , 4005 of the 
WoMiJtilius Ctfar made himfelf Empe¬ 
ror, and was AiTaffinated in the Senate on 
the Day of the Ides of March , in the Year 
710. He was perpetual Dictator but Three 
Years, Four Months, and Six Days. 

Auguftus took the Empire in the Year 711 
of Rome$ and in 724. after the Death of 
I Marc Anthony^ he was foie Emperor, and thus 
held the Empire Fifty feven years , and the 
Monarchy Forty three years. He died in the 
Fourteenth year of the Chriftian JEra. 


Anno 

Dom. 

Roman Emperors who ! 
Reign’d. i 

Years 

Months 

Days 

*4 

Tiberius 

22 

6 


37 

Caligula 

3 

IO 

8 

4 1 

Claudius 

l 3 | 

8 

20 

54 

Nero 

*3 j 

7 

28 

68 

GAba 


6 

7 

6p 

Otho 


3 

5 

69 

Vitellius 


8 

5 

69 

Vcfpafian 

10 



19 

Titus 

2 

2 

2 

81 

Domitian. 

15 


6 


Thefe are commonly call’d the XII. C<efars. | 

' Here 
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^Here follows the Catalogue of the reft. 


Anno Roman Emperors who (Years Months Days 

Pom- 1 _Reign d.____ 

p6 Nerva I 1 4 r I 

P 8 trojan | IP 6 >5 

117 Adrian j 2 o n 

13 8 Antoninus Fins j 2 2 & 

, Marcus Aurelius An* ?! 

161 • r 1 9 

* ton tons 

I \6\ L. Vents 9 

j 180 Commsdus 12 , 9 1 4 

j f pp Fortinax 2 26 

I I c/j Julianas 2 5 

i rP3 "'everus l 7 j S 3 

! 211 Caracalla and Get a 6 | 2 5 

217 Maerinus and his Son J 2 

218 Heliogabdut 3 9 4 

222 Alexander 13 9 

235 Maximin and his Son 2 

238 Pupienus and Balhinus 10 

238 The Gordiani 6 

244 Philip and his Son 5 

24^ Decius and his Son 3 

Gallus and Volufun \ I . 

251 his Son S j 

254 Valerian 6 

25 9 Galienus 8 

268 Claudius XI. 2 

270 Aurelian 5 

270 Quint'idus 15 

275 Tacitus 6 6 

1275 Florianus 3 
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Roman Emperors who v ,, , U 

_Reign’d. _YearsMonthsDays 


;3°4 
<3 c<5 


S3 7 5 
13^3 


Frobus 

Cams 

Numerian y flaiii in 7 
the Year 284, j 
Car buis Ha in in 285 
Diocletian 
Maximian 

Cakrius and Con £ 
(iantius 5 

ConjUntim the Great 
w onj r an t me > Confiance^ “) 
and Conjlantius . S> 
Brothers. 5 

Julian the Apoftate 
Jovian | 

Valentinian the Great 
Gratian 
Valentinian !T. 
\T-bcodofius the Great 
* Honor jus. 


Julius 
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Julius Caefar the firft Roman Emperor. 

the Tear of the World 4 °.°y* o/ Rome 70 j. 


t Defire to be intruded in the Pedigree 

J of C<e/^r 

^ He was defeended of one of themoft 
Ancient Families of Rowe by his Mother s 
fide 5 and oi the Kings oi that City by his 
Father’s. 

§K What was his Mother’s Name ? 
Aprelia. 

Under whom did he learn the Art- 
Military ? 

A Under Marius, 


g. Where did he firft carry Arms ? 

„ , , , 

<s^ What fort of a Reputation had he 

there? - 

A, A yery bad one, occafion d by his 

Lewdnefs. ... 1 

To whom did he particularly apply 

himfclf? 

A, To Pompey and Crajfus t as being the 
moft (capable to advance his fortune, by rea- 
fon of the great Intereft they had in the 
Commonwealth. 


gl What was the fcrG; Office he was call’d 
to ? 


4 . To be Mdik with Btbulus. 


§, What was the next ? 


F A. 


A . He 
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A, He was Cenfor and Pontifex Maximus 
under the Confulate of Cicero. 

When was he made Prator ? 

A. The year following, 

SL At his going out of the Praetorfhip, 
what did he next? 

A . He obtain’d the Government of Spain? 

And what did he do there? 

A . He perform’d feveral glorious Ex¬ 
ploits which deferv’d a Triumph, but he 
preferred the Confullhip to that Glory, and 
at laft obtain’d it in the Year 695. by the 
Affiftance of Pompey and Crafliu , to whom he 
joyn’d himfelf. 

Being advanc’d to that high Dignity, 
what did he? 

A. He d’/lributed his Lands among the 

People of Rome. 

And what happen’d to him after¬ 
wards? 

A. By his Artifices and exceflwe Libera¬ 
lities, he fo far eftablifh’d himfelf in the good 
Graces of the People, that he procur’d the 
Government of Gaul to be conferr’d up¬ 
on him ? 

<§L When did he go to take PolTeffion 
of it ? 

A . In the Year 696, 

<§_• How long was he Governor there ? r 
A. Nine years; during which time, he 
fubdued all the Provinces that lye between 
the Pyrenees, the Alps , the Rhine , and the 
Rhone , and made them Tributary to Rome . 

iL Was 
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m Was not he the firft Roman that ad* 

ventur’d to pafs the Rhine 
A. Right, and built a Bridge over it, to 

go and give Battel to the Germans who were 

on the other fide. .... 

ffl What other remarkable Things did he 

^ At He made a Defcent likewife upon Bri- 
im, which before him was unknown to the 
Romans, 

How often was Fortune contrary to 

him, during thefe Nine years. 

A, Thiice: The firft happen d to him m 
Britain, where his Naval Forces had like to 
have been loft by a Tempeft. /The fecond 
in Gaul , where one of his Legions was in* 
tirely Defeated. And the third upon the 
Frontiers of Germany, where his Lieutenants 
fell into an Ambufcade, and .were cut m 

pieces. . 

^ Having plac’d good Governors m Bri¬ 
tain and Gaul, what did he next ? 

A. He repaffed into Italy, 

g. And how was he received there ? . 

A. Being at Luca, theTvvo Gonfuls, with 
above Two hundred Senators, and ro-ur 
hundred Knights went to Gongratu^tc aim 
upon his great Conquefts. 

What did he afterwards? 

A, He demanded a Triumph-and tht-Gos*- 
fullhip. 

g. Was it granted him? 

F . 5 A, -N 0 ? 
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A'. No$ for Pompey being jealous of 
Cefar's Glory , fo mariag’d ’bis -Cabals, 
that they refufed him both one and the o- 
ther, 

^ How did Ctfar bear this? 

A. The Perfon whom he fent to Rome to 
make this demand, fets his Hand to his 
Sword, and tells them, that what they re¬ 
futed him, Tte, meaning his Sword, would 
give him ? 

What follow’d upon this ? 

A. Ctfir marches towards Rome- at the 
Head of his Army, which had Conquer’d 
t he Gauls , and pa fifes the Rubicon , a fmall 
River, which parted that Government from 
Italy. 

§ 1 - What was done at Rome in the mean 
time ? 

A. Pompey gets Ctfar declar’d an Enemy 
to the Republick. 

And did this (lopC^r’s Cariere ? 

A. He continues his March to Rome t 
which was abandon’d by Pompey and his 
Party, 

Whither went Pompey ? 

A. To Bmndufium , from whence he e» 
fcapes by Night into Epirus , where he was 
purfued by C<efar. 

&K Did not C<efar repafs the Adriatic alone 
in a Fifherman’s Boat ? 

A. Yes * and when the Mafler began to 
defpond of fafety, cheer’d him with Quid 
times, Cgfmm vehis. 

D. Was 
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Was there a Battel fought between 
them? 

A. At firft Pompey had great Advantages 
over him, and had certainlytruin’d him, 
he had known how to have ufed his good 
fortune. 

How then d id he mi (carry ? 

A. Inftead of protracting the War,and 
/tatving his Enemy , which’he might eaffly 
have done , he fights C<efar at Pbarfalia , 
where he was totally defeated in the Year 
706. Aim this., ht flies towards Epypt to 
King Ptolemy \ but before he reach’d the 
Shore, his Throat was cut in the Long-boat 
by Achillas and Septimius. 

< 5 ^ Was it not in this Voyage that C<efiir 
became paffionately in love with Cleopatra? 

A. Yes , hut her Brother Ptolomy ■> who 
thought to have obliged C^efar -eveilaftingly 
by d [{patching of .Pompey* >finding himldf 

• not fo well receiv’d as he expe&ed ; 

Fiefolvcd to ckftroy him, did he 

not ? 

A. Right, and beHcged Kim in the Pu- 
\ lace, vwhsre with a handful of Men , Crfar 
for a while kept off a Numerous Army 5 at 
toft, by fetting the Neighbouring Buildings 

* on fire , where the iineft Library in the 
i World (which is fuppoted among a thou- 

fand■■otherCuriofiths now loft, to have had 
Solomons Hiftoiy or Plants) was unluckily 
burnt to the ground, he makes his Elcape 
to the Pharos, and fronri thence with his 

Sword 
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Sword in one hand, and his Commentaries 
in the other, Swims to his Fleet $ and after 
he had entirely defeated Vtolomys Forces, 
who was drown’d in endeavouring to fave 
himfelf by flight, he puts the whole King¬ 
dom into the hands of Cleopatra . 

What A&ions did C*far perform af¬ 
terwards ? 

A. He beats Pbarnace /, Son to Mitbridate 
who had affifted Pompey with his Troops in 
Tbejfaly. 

Q What was remarable in this Vi&ory ? 

A. ’Twas fo eafy and fudden, that Cafut 
writ no more than thefe three Words to in¬ 
form his Friends of it, Vent , Vidi , Vicu 
When this was done, he vanquiihes Juba y 
King of Mauritania , who encouraged by 
L, Scipio and Cato , renewed the Civil War in 
Afric. Here he caufes Afranius, and Three 
hundred Senators to be flain, who ftill con¬ 
tinued to fupport that Party. 

After his return to Rome , what did 
C*far apply himfelf to ? 

A. To reform the Calender, and accord¬ 
ingly added Ten days to the Year, which 
Numa had made to confift of only Twelve 
Lunar Months, that is to fay, of 355 Days; 
whereas by Cefars new Alteration, it was 
made to confift of 365 Days, and 6 com- 
pleat Hours ; referving the fix Hours to the 
end of every fourth year to make a compleat 
Day, which he placed before the 6th of the 
Calends of March • 


^ How 
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Q. How was the Year named which con- 

fiftSof 166 Days? # ' 

A. Biffexiile j becaufe the Sixth of the 
Calends was twice reckon’d that Year. This 
manner of Computation was called the Ju¬ 
lian, from Julius Ctfar the Inventor of it. 
4 When was Ctfar declard Perpetual 

Dilator by the Senate ? 

A. After he had vanquilh d Pompey s Sons 

,n S gL 'what Honours did they pay him? 

A. A Temple was dedicated to him as to 
a God, which fo far poffefled him with 
Pride, that he flighted them, and began to 
fet up for a Sovereign. 

<£ Was not this the Caufe of the Con- 
fpiracy that was form'd againft him > 

A . Yes. 

\/Vho were the chief Contrivers of it ? 
A* Marcus Brutus , and L. Cajfius, Z). Bru¬ 
tus, and Tnbonius. 

O Was not his Death manifeftly foretold 

by mme ftrange Prefages } 

A. Yes; but he contemnd and neglected 

them. . . 

@ What fort of Prefages were they ? 

A. Some months before his Death, a cer¬ 
tain Aftrologer, whofe name was Spurina , 
told him, That the Ides of March would 
prove fatal to him. Calpurnia his Wife, the 
night before he was kill’d, dreamt that the 
Cieling of the Houfe fell down, and that 
her Husband was murder’d between her 

Arms. 
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Arms. ’Nay, the very* day he was a-fTafbm. 
ted, having order d fume Beads'to be facri- 
heed,‘hcfound them all defcidfive. 

Q Thefe Trognofti,s, 'em! his own In- 
cUfpofieion, -did they not make him confider 
with himfdlf 'for fome rime, whether he 
fhould go out -erw ? 

A. They made that : impre<fen on him, 
that he was once minde'd toiput off what he 
had to propofe to the Senate till another day; 
but at flail, at (hetfepeatetl Mhtances of Bru¬ 
tus, who reprefented-’to that.a--undsuce 
of the Senatops werecomcrto the Houfcvand 
that HieyFrad'waited -hr ;him -a;iong time, 
he was prevail’d upon tofgo out'about, eleven 
in the morning. 

^ Being on his way thither, did not 
fome PafTagcs happen to him, which might 
very well incline him to-return home ? 

A. Spunna the -Augur met him to .whom 
fays Ctfar with a laughing Countenance, 
MU, Spurina, behold ihe'ides of March -.are 
come. Kigbt y (aid he, hut they are myetpajl. 
After that an unknown perfbn pre fenced, him 
with a Petition in the frreets, wherein he in¬ 
form’d him of the Gcnf:isacy 5 but Ocfir 
mingled them among fome -other Papers, 
felling him he would fee immediately what 
it contain’d. 


^ What be ft I him after this? 

A. Being arrived to the Senate-Houle, he 


was accolied by one Cimbo^ under pretence 
of fupplicating him to rccal home a Brother 


of 


(in 

of his, who had been banlthed fome days be- 

fore by a Decree of the Senate : But Ctfar 
refuting then to do it, and 'referring h to 
another time, Cimber feized upon the two 
ileeves of his Robe 5 and Ctfar crying out 
again!* this Violence, all the Confpitatoxs, 
who had given one another the Signal, to- 
rounded him, and ftabb’d him. 

O. Who gave him the FitiVBlow f 

td. One whofe name was Cafca, who 
wounded him a little below the Throat. 

O What happen’d afterwards ? 

A C£fat-i who neither wanted Courage 
nor Vigor, feized upon his Ponyard, and 
made fome effort to elcape, but being at toe 
fame time run ‘through in feveral places, and 
perceiving among the other Alfaflines Mar- 
m BrutuSy for whom he always expreft a 
mighty tendernefs, he fays to him-m Grer^, 
Wbaty ycutoOi my Son! and then covering hts 
Head with his Robe, he fell down at the feet 
of Fompeys Statue, having received Twenty 

three Thruils. _ . 

P. What became of hts Body r 
^7 The whole Affembly immediately 

breaking up, his Body was carried to his 
own Houfe by Three of his Slaves. 

G>, Was he buried in any State? 

A. Marc Anthony celebrated his Funeral 
after a moft magnificent manner. ,. 

VV hat aid Anthony when he made 01s 

Funeral Oration ? 


A* He 


** e , cau ^ War's Robe, which was 
iiill bloody, to be brought to him. 

And what faid the people at thi< 
mournful fight ? U 

A. It fo fenfibly affe&ed them, that they 
i? n trough all parts of the City with 
Torches in their hands, to burn the Confpi- 
rators Houfes. 

Q . What Remarkable Accident hap. 
pen d in this Confulion ? r 

A. One H&lvm Cinna , a Tribune of the 
People, having the Misfortune to meet the 
Mob in the midft of their Fury, was cut in 
pieces, becaufe. they took him for Cornelius 
Cinna, one of the Aliases. 

Q What became of the Confpirators ? 
A. The two Brum’s, Cafius, and the reft 
of them, feeing this terrible Diforder in 
Rome, left the Town, and retir’d to their 
refpedfive Governments. 

_ ^ Was any thing done in Honour to C<e- 
far s Memory ? 

A. The People ere&ed a Pillar to him in 
the Forum , Twenty Foot high, with this 
Infcriprion, PatrUPatri. 

Q Did they-do nothing elfe ? 

A. They order’d the Gates of the Palace 
where he was murder’d to be walled up 5 
that the Ides of March fhculd for the future 
bcctUd fhe Parricidal Ides*, and that the Se¬ 
ll ite mould never meet on that day. 

^ Vv hat was obfervabk of thefe Mur¬ 
derers ? 

A . That 
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A. That none of them died a Natural 
De £ h How old was C*far when he was 
' Fifty fix years, whereof he had reign d 
Was he not much mortified at his 
Baldnefe . becaufe they often tallied him 

upon this account: For which reafon he 
always reprefented with a Crown of Lawrel. 

Q What fort of a Temper was he of ? 
A. So ftrangely abandond to his Plea- 
fure, that his open Familiarities w«h Nm- 
m des King of B itbyma, expos d him to the 
Laughter and lnve&ives of the whole wor'd. 
He was call’d Queen of Bttbym* by 
w ho was his una&ive, untalk d-of Brother 

^"waa not he extremely given to Wo- 

m A. He debauch’d feveral, arrd thofe of the 
higheft Quality, among the reft . 

Wife to Servim Sulfitm ’ I. e " uU tn p"L v . 
M Craffus ; and Mutia VVife to Pornf j • 
But ftieLady with whom he was pnncipaHy 
in Love, was Strvilia, Mother of that Bruit* 

a i« «* 

-i»» * f'xi'S 

fpent whole nights a feathrg ’ . t 

bore her company as far as t/Fsbwpt , ^but 
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•jta his Soldiers poStively refus'd to follow 

hif? Did agt hecitfy her 

• X e , S5 where he receiyM,her with all 
imaginable rerpedt, and loaded her with in 
numerable Preients. 

Q Had he any Children by her? 

Cirio. ' had a S0J,) Wl,0i ^ ^ arae Vas Ca- 
Jit What (aid Curio of him 1 

fa Was not he a man of Learning ? 
time’ He bI aS | 'P e i. n ? O ‘ t , E , l0 ' 3u: " t man of his 

f Tl Orati01 «- 

c ° uld *?"* 3nd R**d at the fame time, and 
Hear what was faid to him ; He made no¬ 
thing to didate at once to Four Secretaries, 
nay fometunes to Seven, upon different oc- 
cafions His Hiftory, eho naked aB d un- 
adorn <L is writ w a mod Pure and Elegant 
Stile, and has been valued by all Natans. 

Fourth of France, who refembled 
&"]“• U| 4 °ttunateEnd, as .well as his 
Heroic Adtoons, Cianflated thaC part of it in- 
to French, which related to the War of the 
(vault. ghttMihan Cays of him, That beSpo^e, 
Wnt, and Fought, tvitb the fame Spirit. 

<■ How many Wives had he? 

A ' (Foury Cj>gmia, Cornelia, Fompcia, and 
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@ From whence was C^fiy descended? 

A «he came of an Equation Family, and 
«tr,melv rich ; but he repudiated her, 

" i Cornelia was Daughter .to 

“ 1 , her he had Julia, who was afjer- 
S P«F/s Wife. was Dmgh; 

to CteV Pompey, and Niece of Sylla, 
he married her after the Death of Comely 
hut got himfclf foon divorced from hey, 
uooifa fufpicionof her having commute 
Adultery with Claudius, in the Temple 0 

,hC | 0 What B wa; Cafar ufed to fay of Pm- 

That it was not enough for a Wo- 
man'to be chafte, but the muft hkewtfe take 
wye to ay old all Sufpicion. 

Who was Calpurnia ? 

A. She was the Daughter of Tifo- 
gt What Learned Writers were Contem¬ 
poraries with JuUmCafar ? 

A. Lucretius the Epicurean Poet} 
that admirable concile Hiftorian; Lully that 
excellent Orator 5 and, not to mention any 
mote , Cornelius topes the Biographer, or 
Writer of Lives i and Chitlins the fyl' 

^^CJive me the Portraitoe of Ju'tm 

C *A. The Turn of his Face was Oval; bis 
Forehead fmooth , a Roman Note , Buck 
L ively Eyes, his Lips large, his Complexion 
White and Lovely , of High Stature^ the 
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Fore-part of his Head bald ; His Confiit„. 
tion, which was naturally weak, he im 
prov d by continual Exercife ; his Humou, 
was extremely pleafing , and his Convert 
tion agreeable 5 he had a ftrong Voice ■ 
There was fomething very Majeliick and 
Nobje mthe Air of his Face: He was Ear 
with his Friends, Exadt in his Military Difi/. 
pirne, Kefoiute m his Enterprizes, I,.dcf.. 
tigaole m time of Danger. He often march. 
£d on foot, with his Head bare before his 

the Sun ’ WltnoutfeaiIn S eith « the Rain or 


•Auguftus the Second Emperor. 

The Year of the WerlA 40U. Of Rome 711. 

£T? Ro m whom was Auguftus defended ? 
l ; c ^ was Cxftr’s Kinfman, as 

Daushter of *** 

him^fHer/^^ 1 ^ ^ When C & 

c4w H £2 hi5StudiWit ^“> a 

Who was it that took Augujius’s part 
flgainft Anthony? * 

r J\ hecaufe he refus’d to give him 

Csfars W ill, upon the fcore of his being too 
young. ® 

Se. What courfe did Anthony take ? 


A. He 
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A He left Rome with an Army which he 
had got ready, and went to befiegeD. Brutus 

in * Mtttina. , . . x 

g. What did the Romans do m this Jun- 

& "a Hirtius and Tanfa the two Confuls, 
wi . h Mavius Crfar, on whom was conferr d 
thcTitle of Trocottful, marched immediately 

acainlt him with an Army. 
b p Upon this Advice how does Anthony 

manage his Affairs ? . , 

A “He raifes the Siege to meet them, and 

lii both Patties came to blows. 

Was it a bloody Battel ? 

^ two Corfuls inaccd loft their 

Lives there: However, Am bony was intiiely 
routed, and Brutus let at liberty. 
f£. After this defeat, whither went An- 

He was forced to fly to fave his Life, 
and pris'd the Alpes with a fin all Pvctimje. 
Q Where did he retire for Protection . 
A. He made his Applications to Lepidus 

Governor of Ostia Tranfalptna. 

a What methods did OlUvius take, alter 
be heard of the ftrict Alliance between An¬ 
thony and Upidm ? 

A. He was detirous of coming into the 
fame' Confederacy, being difgulled at the 
Senate for refuting to make him Cental. 
How was this New League cahed . 


* Now Modena. 


A The 
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At The fdCOhd ‘Triumvirate, 

And what did Qftavm after he was 
thus reconciled to Marc Anthony f 

A. He prevails with him to come into 
Italy with Lepidus to confer together. 

Ql Where was this Interview made? 

A. In a fmall Ifland between Modmznt 
fivlognia, where all three met. 

^ What Refolutions did they here fall 
upon ? ■ ; 

Ofta'diis promis’d Anthony to marrv 
hw Sifter, in-Law. ) 

Q. VA as it not likevvile concerted to re¬ 
venge thcmfelves to the uttrioft upon the 
Murderers of Ctfar ? 

A. Yes; and they divided ail the Forces, 
and all the Provinces of the Empire between 
themfdvcs. 

How did they divide the Empire ^ 

A. They refolved that Anthony (hould have 
all Lx ml ^ except the Piovin e of Narh h the 
Go/^nmenf oc wmch led to LepiduPs fhire, 
as did that of Spain-, and that Cdfjr fiiould 
command Afric, Sicily , and the other Ifles. 

K\ \ Xy ho Isa i the Charge of the War a* 
gamh Bratus and Cajjius ? 

A, Cjijar and Marc Anthony . 

. What bargains did thtiy m:ke in reh- 
tton to their mutual Enemies ? 

A. Auvufttu bandy abandon’d Cicero to the 
indignation of Anthony and he for his part 
abandon’d his own UnkJe to the refent- 
mencs of Oftzvhts $ Lepidus had a Brother 


c ti<$ > 

named ?aiilus> whom he left to the diferetion 
of the other two. 

£[. Why was Cicero proferib’d by Anthony ? 
A, Becaufehe Had ciuelly gall’d him with 
thofe bitter Invedives the Philippics ; which 
Orations were fo called, in imitation of 
Vtmrjibenes, who had formerly handled King 
fjjjljp after the fame free manner. 

®. Relate to me the manner of Cicero s 
Death. 

j. He was flam by an ungrateful Mon- 
tier, whole name W35 Tepilins , whom he 
had formerly defended. This profligate 
wretch having purfued him as he was going 
to make his efcape into Greece, cut off his 
Head and his Hands; which Anthony after¬ 
wards nail’d to the * Place where the Ora¬ 
tors made their Harangues. 
c f\ What became of the other two? 

A. Panins made his Efcape 5 and Lucius 
Cstfar fav ? d himfelf by the cunning of his 
Siller, wh 0 having hope thofe that were 
fen; to murder h : tn at the gate, gave him 
an opportunity to flip cut at the back 
door. 

Do you know the number of the pro¬ 
ferib’d ? 

A, They were about Three hundred Se¬ 
nators, and Three thou far. d Roman Kivghts. 

4 . When the Profcriptions were over, 
what did C<efar and Anthony do? 


* The Rofha. 


A . They 
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A, They march’d againft Brutus and Caf. 
fuf f and left Lepidus in Rome. 

J§. Where was the Battel fought ? 

A. In Theffaly , near the City of Philippi. 

4 , Which way did the Succefs incline? 

A. At firft Caflius was beaten back by 
Anthony , and C£far by Brutus -■> but a falfe 
Alarm being given on one fide, the equality 
foon vani(hed. Cajjius , who for his part had 
been forc’d to give way JmaginingthatBrat#/ 
wasin the fame condition, kill'd himfelf. 

<§. And what became of Brum? 

A* Having made a gallant oppofition to 
Ctfar and Anthony for fome time, he was at 
laft defeated, and fearing to fall into his 
Enemies hands, made away with himfelf. 

Q. What did Anthony do with the Allies 
of Brutus ? 

A. He fent them to his Mother in a final! 
VelTel of Silver. 

Q. And how did Portia his Wife receive 
the News. 

A Being inform’d her Husband was dead, 
(he was refolv’d no longer to furvive him, 
fo (he difpatch’d her felf by fwallowing burn¬ 
ing Coals. 

Q. But after this Viftory, did not Ctfa 
and Anthony fall out again ? 

A. They quarrel’d about fome Dome- 
(lick Concerns. 

Was not the difference afterwards 
made up between them ? 
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A. Yes, by Anthony's marrying Otiavid 
the Sifter of C<efar. 

ff) After this Accommodation what hap¬ 
pen d to Anthony ? 

A. He went into Afia to meet his beloyed 
Ckfttra there. 

GK And where was Cdsfar ? 

A . He came back to Italy , where he fell 
out with Lucius Antonins , Brother to the 
triumviri and made War againft him. 

Cr\ And how did it fucceed on his fide ? 

c* v ^ 

A. Having forc’d the other out of Rome v 
and Ihut him up in Perujium , he foon obliged 
him to furrender himfelf. 

What does Lepidus in the mean time ? 

A. He endeavours in fp’te of Ctefar to 
make himfelf Maher of Sicily, after they 
had taken it out of the hands of Sextus Pom * 
pits. 

< 9 . And how did Cxfar requite him for 

his pains? 

A. He turn’d him out of the 'Triumvirate , 
and banifh’d him to a fmall City, where he 
[pent the remainder of his life in private. 

G). What did Anthony do to pleafe Cleo- 
ptra ? 

A. Hedifcarded Oftavia, and married that 
Charming Queen of Egypt* 

§). And what follow’d upon this Mar¬ 
riage ? 

A. Being defirous to prefent her with 
the Empire of the whole World, he declares 
War againft Cxfar^ who was already but 

G to® 


A. Yes, 
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too much provoked again ft him for this laft 
AdHon. 

^ Where was this important Battel 
fought ? 

A. At A8 mm, a Promontory of Epirus * 
where the laft Century the famous Battel of 
Lepanto was fought between the Venetians and 
the Turk?* wherein thelntidels were beaten, 
How many Ships were there on both 

{ides ? 

A. C<efar had Four hundred, but Anthony 
had no more than Two hundred. 

On which fide fell the Vi&ory ? 

A. In the midft of the Engagement, when 
as yet the Succefs on both (ides was equal 
enough, on the fudden Cleopatra poffefs’d 
with fear, flies towards E gypt, which An• 
tbouy perceiving, leaves the Battel to run after 
this Fugitive, tho no lefs a ftake than the 
Empire of the World depended upon it. 
But C£far purfued him, and laid Siege to 
Alexandria . 

Q What became of Anthony ? 

A . Finding himfelf irrecoverably loft, he 
kill’d himfelf. 

^ And Cleopatra how came (he off? 

A . Having refolv’d not to adorn the Tri¬ 
umphs of Ctifar, fhe follows Anthony's Exam¬ 
ple, and ftings her felf to Death with Ser* 
pents. 

ag. At what time was Cafar the Mafterof 
the whole World ? 

A* In the year of Rom 72 5, and the 12 tb. 
veai after the Trramvitate. g. Did 
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Jg. Did not our Bleffed Saviour come into 
the world under the Reign of Augujius ? 

A . Some Chronologers place his Birth 
15 years before the death of Augujlu j, the 
35,85 th. year after the Creation of the world, 
and the 753^. from the Foundation of Rome, 
in the Confulate of Cornelius Lentulus , and 
Calpmnius Pifo : But others that have exa¬ 
min’d the matter more exadtly, place it un¬ 
der the Confulate of Anti\lius Vcrus , and 
Laliuf Balbtts , in the year of Rome 747, and 
the 3 %th. year of Augujius. 

Had Augujius no Sons to bequeath 
his Empire-to ? 

A* No. 

«g. To whom did he leave it then ? 

At He adopted Tiberius the Son of his 
Wife Livia, and at her importunity made him 
Heir of the Empire, upon condition that he 
(hould adopt Germanicus the Son of Drufus . 

How long did he reign ? 

A . Fifty feven years he poffeffed the Em¬ 
pire, and held the Monarchy or fingle Go¬ 
vernment by himfelf Forty three years. He 
died ztNola in Campania in Italy. 

Huw many Wives had Augujius ? 

A, Three > Claudia , Scribonia , and Livia 
Drafilla. 

Gj. Had he no Children by Scribonia ? 

A. He had Julia, a Lady of no extraor¬ 
dinary Reputation. 

^ Who was Claudia ? 


a o 


a n < 5 11 n fi 
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A. Daughter*in-Law to Anthony, whom 
his Wife Fulvia had by her former Husband 

Claudius. 

Whom of the Three did he moft puf- 
fionately love? 

A. Livia DrufiVa. 

^ After what manner did he marry her ? 

A . He took her from her Husband Tibe¬ 
rius > and married her tho (he was big with 
child. 

^ What do Hiftorians particularly re¬ 
mark of Auguftus ? 

A. That he was of fo fweet a Temper, 
that when a certain perfon cams to pvef nt a 
Petition to him, and as he offer'd it Ihew'd a 
great deal of Fear, he pleafantly reproach’d 
him, faying. That he tender d him a taper after 
the fame manner as people ufe to give , meat to 
Elephants. 

Q. And don’t they obferve,that he was a 
great Admirer of the Fair "ex ? 

A . As he particularly lov’d them, his Em- 
prefs was fo c<. mplaifant to him, as to fur- 
niih him with them from all Quarters. 

Q. Who were his mcii intimate Friends ? 

A . Agrippa and Maecenas. 

What was the latter remarkable for ? 

A . He was defeended from the Kings of 
Etruria, and was a moft Munificent Patron 
to all the celebrated Wits of that Age, par¬ 
ticularly to Virgil and Horace. 

gK What is it that Hiftorians remark far¬ 
ther concerning him ? 


A. Twas 


c i ! <>) 

A. Twas obferv’d of him, that when tfne 
Affairs of State requir’d Application and 
Diligence, no one could be moreinduffrious 
rh3n he. At other times, when he had no 
buiinefs upon his hands, he wholly aban¬ 
don’d himfelf to all forts of Pleafure and 


Effeminacy. From thefe two qualities fo re- 
matkible in him , his Encouragement of 
Learning, and his Inclination to a Voluptu¬ 
ous Life, Maecenas afterwards came to ffgniy 
born a Patron and an Effeminate Perfon. 

g. When did rhe Latin Tongue princi¬ 
pally fiourifti ? 

A. All are agreed that it arrived to its 
greateft Purity in the time of Julius C*far 9 
and Auguilus. In the following Ages, what 


by adopting 
their Langu-i 


too many Greeks Words into 
gCj and WASt by the COmmi':*r 


Irruptions of the Northern Nations, it fenffbly 
declin’d * and about the Sixth Century after 
our Saviour, was totally difus’d at Rome. 


What men of note liv’d in his time > 


A. So many, that ’tis a difficult matter to 


recount them. To begin with thofe that writ 
in Greeks, at this time flouriih’d Diodorus Si¬ 


culus, who fpent Thirty years in the Capital 
City of the World to colledf Memoirs for 
bis Hiiiorical Library, and that moft excel¬ 
lent Hiftoripn and CrincDionypus HAicarnaf- 
Jt«:;Then Titus Uvius ,born at Padua, whole 


Wit, Seneca fays, was equal to the Greatnefs 
cf the Roman Empire. Virgil the Prince of 
Epic, H race of Lyric, Ovid of Elegiac Poetry* 

G 3 Cor - 
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Cornelius GaUus , Tibullus, and Propertius , with 
feveral more of eminent Note, too nume¬ 
rous to be here inferted, all lived in his time. 
In fbort, never did the Roman Arms and E* 
loquence, with all the Inferior Sciences, as 
Mulick, Statuary, Painting, &c fo univer- 
fally triumph, as they did in the tAuou^ein 
Age. 

Did Auguftus make any progvefs in 
the reducing of Britain s’ 

A. He wholly negle&ed it, either becaufe 
he believ’d it would fcarce anfwer the Ex¬ 
pence, or becaufe he thought it not advife- 
able to enlarge the Limits oi the Roman Em¬ 
pire, butcomennd himfelf with rhofe which 
Nature had piefcribed to it, viz. i\itOcean } 
the Rhine , 2nd the Euphrates . 

^ V- ae not the Temple of Janus fhut in 
his time ? 

A. All Authors agree, That it was now 
the third time fhut by Auguilus in the ye.m 
7305 after it had been the nrh time fhut by 
Ntma, and rhe fecond time a little after the 
firil PuntcSN ar. 

£ What was the great eh Lofs he fu- 
fram’d ? 

A. Quimiiius Varus had Three Leg : ons 
cut in pieces by th c Germans under their Ge¬ 
neral Armiuitsi which fo diflurbed him, that 
he was often heard to fay, Quinttti Vare , redae 
mihi Legiones. 

Had he any inclinations to be intern* 
pence } 

A. No; 
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A , No; for in his greateft Debauches he 
never exceeded his Six Glaffes * and as for 
eating, he fate any where down to Dinner, 
let the place be never fo homely, if he had 
an appetite. 

Q. Was he not fuperftitious > 

A. Yes; and when it thunder’d, (of 
which he was ftrangely afraid ) he generally 
carried the Skin of a Sea calf to preferve 

himfelf. ^ 

How did lie reipc& his Son-in Law A • 
grippa, and the two Julia’s, the Mother and 
the Daughter ? 

A. He ufed to wifh, That he could have 
lived without Wives , and died without 
Children, whom he frequently call’d his 

Three lmpofthumes. 

What fort of a Man was he ? 

A . His Hair was white, and fomewhat 
frizzled, his Complexion brown, but clear 
and fmooth, his Eyebrows arched, and al- 
moft join’d, a Roman Nofe, his Mouth well 
made, fmall Teeth,but fomewhat fpoil’d, and 
a ftiort Chin, his Eyes black and great, a 
little greentfti and full of Hre. His Body was 
marked with fmall fpots, his Stature below 
the common. There appeared in his Face 
fomething agreeably MajetHc and Charm¬ 
ing, which defervedly gave him the Name 
of Augujus, and hinder’d a certain Gaul of 
Quality, who had refolv’d to throw him in¬ 
to a Precipice as he pafs’d the Alpes , from 
porfuing hisdefign. He was of a lively Ima- 

G 4 gination, 
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filiation, a clear fprighcly Wit, anc 3 a prodi¬ 
gious Memory. 

Tiberius the Third Emperor . 

The Tear of Rome 754. Of the Birth of J. C. 14. 

Hofe Son vjzsTiberius ? 

A. The Son of Livid and Ti¬ 
berius Nero. He was Fifty five years old when 
he came to the Empire. 

^ What fort of a Prince was he ? 

A. His chief Talent lay in diffimularion, 
and he was univerfally hated for his Cruel¬ 
ty, his Covetoufnefs, his Debaucheries, and 
his Pride. 

§. But how did he behave himfelf in the 
beginning of his Reign ? 

A. He conceal’d all'his Faults from the 
world with admirable addrefs and dexterity. 

<HK What obliged him to ftand fo much 
upon his guard ? 

A, Becaufe he was afraid of Gcrmanicus , 
Son to his Brother Drufus , whom he had 
adopted. 

i§. And how did he ferve him atlaft ? 

A* He difpatch’d him out of the way, 
becaufe he was jealous of his growing Me¬ 
rits. 

^ After what manner did he accomplifli 
hisdelign ? 

A . He fends this Prince, who had already 
by his Valour and Condudi ended the Wars 

of 
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of Germany, into the Ea(i> to beat back the 
fjohians. 

0 . And what way did he take there to 

ddtroy him ? 

A- He conferr’d the Government of Sy- 
r'u upon Ftfo , who being a mortal Enemy to 
(krnunkits , poifon’d him in the year of 
Lome 772. 

t g. Was it not difeover’d afterwards that 
he was poifon’d ? 

A. Y s ; and Agrippina , Wife to Germanic 
ate, accu fed Pifo of th- Fad, who knowing 
himfeU in be guilty, prevented his Con- 
(kmnr'ion bv a voluntary death. 

When did Tiberius give the full ftretch ’ 
to h s Cruelties ? 

A. After the death of his Mother Livia^ 
which happen’d much about this time. 

f^'Wirh whom did he begin to exercile 
his barbarous Temper? 

A. 8y poifoning Drufus Cjfar his Son § 
after.this he ftarved to death Nero and Dtiff- 
fas the Children of Germ aniens, and all this 
by the advice of his great Favourite Sejanuf. 

Gr. How did this Stjaiws behave himielf 
aft.r he became fo i\bfolute ? 

A. He committed a thoufand Crimes 5 t 
and his In foie nee carried.him fo far as to fay; 
That he was Emperor of Rome, and that Ti> 
hius was only Prince of Capre£, a fmalHi1e ; 
near Naples , wherehe - ufed to retire/. But his. > 
Pride.did.not laii long.. 

^. ;W 7 hat -Accident bend him ? :v 

Qi 5 AAhfas-* 
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j A. After he had fufifer’d a thoufand In. 
dignities, he was ftrangled by the hand of 
the Common Hangman, his Body dragg’d 
about the ftrcets, and his whole Family exe¬ 
cuted with him. 

What remarkable PafTage was it that 
happen’d betweenT/berar/andthe Allrologer 
Tbrafihs ? 

A . Tiberius had refolved one day to throw 
him headlong into the Sea, as he was walk¬ 
ing along with him> fo he asked him if he 
knew what fort of death, and when he 
fhould dye ? TbrafiHui anfwered him, That 
he knew nothing precifely of that matter, 
but this he was fure of, That he was never 
in fo great danger in his life, as he was at 
that moment. 

§K Did not this Anfwer wholly alter Ti¬ 
berius’s R efol u t ion ? 

A. Yes, he laved him, and after this re- 
poieda mighty confidence in him. 

Q Did not the Crucifixion of our BlelTed 
Saviour happen under his Reign ? 

A. It fell out in the i%th. year of his Era- 
pire. 

£1^ Did not Tiberius propofe it to the Se¬ 
nate to place him among the gods whom the 
Romans worthipp d ? 

A- Yes. 

And did the Senate give their confent 

to it ? 

A* No; becaufe it was forbidden by the 
Laws of ihe Twelve Tables to receive any 

Foi': v h> i ,> . ^odsj Q- When 
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Q. When did Tiberius dye? • 

A> He died in the yyth Year of his Age* 
after he had reign’d Two and twenty years, 

Six months. 

Was not Caligula fuppofed to halten 
his Death? 

A* Yes. 

g. How did he manage it ? 

A* By over-loading him with Blankets * 
under a pretence of making him warm. 

£ 1 ^ Where was Tiberius at that time? 

A . He was in the Ifle of Capre£ 5 where 
he had no other WitnefTes of his Lewdnefs* 
than thofe who had their fhare in the fame 
Crimes, wallowing in all forts of brutal 
Lulls, and in fome manner forgetting he was 
Emperor. 

Q. By what Nick-name was he publickly 
called ? 

A. Caprinm , alluding to the Ifle of Capre£i 
and his Laf'civioufnefs. 

Q, What remarkable Curiofities had he 

in that tfland? 

A. He had Chairs and Clofets of his own 
Invention to exercife his Lewd nefs. 

O, What things were farther obfervablc 

inhisHoufe? 

An He had feveral Chambers furmih d 
with lafeivious Pictures and Statues, where 
were to be feen the Books of JLlephantiSj fill < 1 * 
with immodeft Poftures. 

££. What Learned Men ftourifti’d in his* 
Time? 

'A* Vdiw$> 
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V^wVaUrculm. who writ an Abridg. 
ment of the Roman Hiftory, and is fo uni. 
ver^ljy admired for the peculiar Beauties of 
. Characters. Valerius Maximus , who has 
given us an Excellent Collection of Memo, 
rable Stories digefted under proper Heads, 
oome place Quintus Curtin a, the Writer of A- 
lexander's Life under his Reign,taking him to 

^ *dV me ? e . r ^ )n W ^ 0m Suetonius mentions 
? s . a j^netorician , and Tacitus as Procon- 
iul of Afric under that Emperor. But o- 
thers make him Contemporary to VefpTtan *, 
and fome to have lived under the Rdim 0 £ 
Trajan. r 

^ What remarkable Things happen’d in 
ajis time. 

^ The firlt Prefidcnt of burning of Books 

began under him. For Cremutius Cordus ha- 
Ving in one of his Books, call’d Brutus the. 
lait or the Romans , Tiberius orders the Au* 
Ihorto be put to Death, and his Books to 
be burnt in the Forum . Ovid too died in 
5 ns Exile in Pontus , in this Emperors time. 

<1 How many Wives had Tiberius? 

Two: Agrippina , the Daughter of 
*jj r W a 5 and Julia ,, the Daughter of Augu- 

Q: What fort of a Man was he ? 

The Features of his Face were regu«, 

. ' well» his Complexion white but 
pimpled , a melancholy Air, a fierce Look, 
great Eyes, the fore-part of. his Head bald , 

% fiinkjng Breath 9 large Shoulders and' 

Bre aft,. 
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Brea ft. a grave Gate, his Stature of a prodi¬ 
gious Talnefs. 

Caligula rie Fourth Emperor . 

0/Rome 777. 0 / 22 />r& of J. C 37. 

whom was Caligula defeended? 

I A. He was the Son of Gcrmanicus and 
Agrippina, and Nephew to Tibirius . 

<%. Where was he Born? 

A. In Germany , in the Camp, and was 
brought up among the Soldiers, who gave, 
him the Name of Caligula* 

For whatreafon? 

A. Becaufe he wore little Boots, after the 
Soldier’s falhion; for Boots in Latin, are 
call’d Caliga. 

Q How old was he when he came to the 
Empire? 

A. Twenty five years old. 

Were not the People extremely pleas’d 
at his Elevation to this Dignity ? 

A. Yes 5 hoping he inherited all his Fa¬ 
ther’s Virtues, as indeed he appear’d to be a 
Prince of very good Qualities. 

Did not he manage himfelf very well 
at the beginning. 

A. He exprefsM fo much Tendernefs and 
Moderation, that he, rais’d the Expectati¬ 
ons of all Italy. All thofe Perfons, who 
for fear of Tiberius had abfeonded , now, 
left.their Hoks.and walked abroad* He re¬ 
call'd: 
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call’d thole that were banifh’d, and abo- 
lifh’d the greateft part of the Impofts and 
Taxes. 

Jg. Did this continue long? 

A . No; for foon alter he wholly changed 
his manner of Life, and relign’d himfelfup 
toCruJty, Lewdnefs, and all forts of Be- 
ilia 1 it y. 

What particular Ads of Cruelty are 
recorded of him ? 

A . He fill’d Rome with the Blood of the 
Principal Men of the Empire 5 nay, hcabu- 
(ed his own Sifters. 

What was his common faying? 

A. He frequently wifhed the People of 
Rome had but one Head. 

^ Why fo ? 

A. That he might have the pleafure of 
cutting it off, and deftroying all the Romans 
at one ftroke. 

Jg. When his Sifter Drufilla was dead, 
what refped did he pay to her Memory ? 

A. He caus’d a Temple to be erebted to 
her, as if fhe had been a Goddefs. 

G). How did he ferve tnofe that lamented 
her Death, and thofe that exprefs’d no Sor¬ 
row at all for it ? 

A . He indifferently commanded them both 
to be put to Death. 

^ For what pretence ? 

A . The firft, becaufe they envied Z>/«- 
fib's happinefs, whom he had fo lately en¬ 
roll'd in the number of the gods; And the 

latter, 
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latter, becaufe they did not bewail the lofs 
of fo amiable a Princefs. 

6 K How far did his Pride and Arrogancy 
carry him ? 

A. He commanded himfelf to be adored 
as a God, and would needs have Temples 
built to him in all places. He pretended that 
the Moon was mightily fallen in love with his 
Peifon, and that (he frequently came down 
to Garcfs him. 

g. How did Vitellius rally him upon that 
Subjebi ? 

A. Why, fays he, when you gods are 
together, we poor men are not able to fee 
what you are a-doing. 

g. To what other monftrous Extravagan¬ 
ces did his folly lead him ? 

A . He made his Horfe be declared Conful 
in full Senate ; he banilh’d Livy s Statue 
and Writings from all Libraries; he gave 
Virgil the fame Treatment, and would have 
fupprefs'd the Verfes of Homer , pretending 
his Power ought to be no lefs than Plato's , 
who had prohibited the Reading of them 
in his Imaginary Republick. Laltly, as he 
hated Seneca , and all men of Eminent Vir¬ 
tue, it came into his head to abolifli not 
only the Laws, but all the Living Oracles 
of them, the moft celebrated Lawyers. 

<§). Had not he a mighty Ambition to ride 
a Horfeback over the Sea ? 

A. To accomplifh this unaccountable Fro- 
lick, he built a Bridge of Gallies from Afa- 

fales 


t136) 

piles to Bale, « hich is reckon’d to be more 
than four Miles. 

& A 'id whit noble Prinks did he p!> v 
Upon this Bridge? 

A • He magnificently fcaftcd all fuch whom 
their Curiolity had brought thither, and a f. 

terwards caus’d them to be thrown into the 
Sei. 

Hz. Having quitted Rame to go and fight 
the Rr/t.jinf , what fine Employment did he 
fet his Army upon ? 

He only made them gather Cockle- 
flidSs, and with thcfe Spoils he came ba,k 
to Rome, 

Hz After what manner did he receive thofe 
that came to fee him ? 

A. He only gave them his Foot to kifs. 

Hz his Buildings, what did he chiefly 
aflfedt? 

A. To force Nature, and attempt Jmpof- 
nbihties. r 

§L Hnw fpent he thofe prodigious Sums , 
which 'Tiberius had gather’d ? 

A. In levelling Mountains and Vallics. 

Hi How was his Death ? 

A. He was kill’d by Gagins and Sabinas, 
a Captain of the Guards. 

Q How long did he Reign ? 

A . Ahree Years, Ten Months, and Eight 
Days. 

7?; What became of Cafonia, his Wife, 
and his Daughter ? 

A\ His 
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A His Wife was likewife A/Tailiiiafed, 
and they dafhed out the Brains of rhe little 
Daughter he had by her, againA a Wall. 

Q. What found they in his Cabinet after 
his Death ? 

A. A Book wherein he had writ down 
the Names of all thofe whom he dehgn’d 
to put to Death; and a Coffer, wherein 
there was fo great a quantity of Poyfon, 
that having thrown it into the Sea, they 
faw the Shore next Morning cover'd with 
dead Fifh. 

What Writers of Note flourifh’d in his 

time ? 

A . Appion the Grammarian , for his infup- 
portable Vanity, ‘Call’d the Cymbalum Mundi , 
and that moll Eloquent Platonift, Thilo Ju - 
to, a J:tV. 

Q How many Wives had Caligula? 

A • Four: Junta Claud ilia , Livia Orejhha , 
hliia PauCma , and C&gnia. 

Whar fort of a Mail was he? 

A . Of tall Stature, blight Hair, the top 
of his Head bald, his Forehead high, large, 
and wrinkled ; his Looks hxt and ttern; 
his Eyes iunk in his Head 5 hollow Tem¬ 
ples ; a pale Complexion ; a great Belly, 
Neck, and Legs; his Body all over cover’d 
wih Hair; he was a great Maher ot Mu- 
lick, and had an extraordinary fine Voice; 
he was very adroit and dexterous at hand¬ 
ling his Arms., Daiking, and cleverly turning 
a Chariot. 


Claudius 
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Claudius the Fifth Emperor, 

The Tear of Rome 781. Of the Birth of J. C. 41/ 

F what Family was Claudius the 
Chief ? 

A. He was Son to Drufus , the Brother of 
Garmanicus, Unkle of Caligula , and Nephew 
of Tiberius . 

j|J. How came he to be Ekdfred Empe¬ 
ror ? 

A, At that very time, when the Senators 
were deliberating whether they (hould chufe 
any more Emperors, or re-ftablith the Com¬ 
monwealth upon its Ancient Bottom, fome 
Soldiers broke into the Palace, withadehgn 
to Plunder it. 

And did they Rifle it accordingly? 

A. Noi for happening to find Tiberius 
Claudius Nern there, who hid himfelf for fear 
of being kill’d, they carried him immedi¬ 
ately to the Camp, and proclaim’d him Em¬ 
peror. 

What was his true Chara&er ) 

A . That he was a Prince without Vice, 
but had no manner of Spirit or Condudh 

By whom did he lufler himfelf to be 
intirely govern’d ? 

A. By his Wife, and Freed men. 

What do Hiflorians particularly tell us 
of his Wife MJfalinj? 


A. She 
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A , She caus’d the greateft part of her 
Gallants to be put to Death, when they 
were no longer able to fatisfy her brutal Paf- 

fion. r 

g^ Among the reft, did (he not caufe S *- 

lam to be afkffinated, who was one of the 
handfomeft Gentlemen of Rome ? 

J. Yes i and the reafon was, becaufe he 

refufed to gratify her Luft. 
g. A ftrange Monfter of an Emprels this 5 

but what is farther obfervable of her > 

A. That fhe could not fee a well-made 
beautiful A6for upon the Stage, but fhe im¬ 
mediately became paflionately in Love with 

him. 

What end came flie to at laft ? 

A, Claudius , who had tamely bore all 
ihtfe Injuries fo long, at laft wakens out of 
his Lethargy, and caufes her with her Adul¬ 
terer CAus Stilus* to be kill d. 
g. What provoked him to it? 

A, While he was but a days Journey di- 
ftant from Rome , his Rampant Emprefs pub- 
lickly Marries this Roman Knight, and makes 
him Conful. 

How many Children had he by Mtj- 

falina? 

A,. Britamiicus ana Oclavia. 

g. After Meffaim as Death, whom did he 

Marry ? 

A. His Niece Agrippina , Daughter to Jus 
Brother Germarims , and the Mother of Nero, 
whom (he had by Domittus. 

Q What 
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What fort of a Woman was this Aorip. 
pina ? * 

A . A Princcfs of a great Sphit. 

i?. What remarkable Thing is recorded 

of her? 

yl She eftablifilcd a Romm Colony in Ger. 
m.7//)/ upon the Rhine , from her call'd Colonia 
Agrippina ; his now call’d GW™. 

£?• When for the gratifying her Ambition, 
fhe confulted the Oracle to know what her 
Son’s fortune would be, wh-t anlwer did 
file receive? 

A. That he would be Emperor indeed, 
but then would certainly Murder her# 

And what (aid fhe to this Predi&ion? 

A. ft fignihes nothing fo long as he reigns. 
Oecidat modo imptret . 

What did Claudius dye of? 

A. He was poyfon’d by Agrippina , who 
gave him fume Mufinooms to eat. 

Why did (he ferve him fo? 

A. Becaufe he would not declare her Son 
his Succeffor in the Empire* 

<§•_ Did this Poyfon carry him off? 

A • No 5 but it made him extremely Sick, 
Qi Who then hafien’d his Death ? 

A • His Phyiitian thrufi: a poyfon’d Fea¬ 
ther down his Throat, under a pretence of 
making him vomit up his Mufhrooms. 

Q. How long did he Reign ? 

A. Thirteen years , Eight months, and 
Twenty days. 


Q When 
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C 3 . When ChuJixs wis dead, what did 
fadppma do to Britarmims ? 

J, he four him up, for fear the Romans 

(hould hule him toTucceed. 

(S' t ^ n d what did N’.ro do in the mean 

^A* fie was at the Camp, and got himfelf 

proclaim’d Em eror ? _ 

(5y Did Kero bury Chudhts magnificently? 
2 Yes; and prevail'd to have him Cano¬ 
niz'd by a D creenf theS-.nate. 


0^ How many Wives hid Chndius ? 

A. Six: Lpidjy Camilla, Z/rgukiniha^ Pe~ 

Una^hljjdlina, at»d Agrippint* 

4 How many Chi! .ren hid he? 

A. He had by VrgulamHa Dmfus and Clan* 
(iw\ by Fetina /tocoma j and by M jjauna 

Olravh and Britannicus . 
g. Defcribe me the Perfcn of Clan- 

km ? c 

A. The Corners of his byes were full ot 

little red Veins, his Stature was Tall, his 
Body well-proportion’d , a good^ Counte¬ 
nance, his Mien Majeiiick, his Voice was 
hard] and difagreeable , his Mouth full of 
Spittle,, and his Note always dropping, he 
iad a very bad Memory, and a phlegmatick 
heavy Soul. 


Nero 
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Hero the Sixth Emperor, 

The Year ofR ome 794. Of the Birth of J. c. y 4 . 

• 4 LT Deilre to be inform’d of Nero’s Gene- 

X alogy ? 

A, He was the'Son ofrDomitius JEnobarbw 
and Agrippina, 

How old was he when he came to the 
Empire? 

A. Sixteen years old. Seneca was his Ma¬ 
her, and Bxrrus his Governor. 

What remarkable Things do Hiftori- 
ans tell of him ? 

A, Being one day oblig’d to Sign a Dead 
Warrant for a Criminal, he feem’d to be 
touch’d with fo much Companion, that he 
wilh’d he could not write. 0 quam vellem 
me nefeire litem. 

^ Which was his principal Vice ? 

A. Cruelty. 

Q, With whom did he begin to exercile 
that barbarous Quality ? 

A, He Hr ft pi >y ions Britannicur . 

Q. What farther barbarous A&s did he 
commit. 

A, He put his Mother Agrippina to Death, 
after he had for a long time before ftript her 
of all Authority, nay, and turn’d her out of 
Court. 

Q After he had caus’d her to dye, what 
did he more ? 

A He 
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A. He had a mind to behold her all naked 
as (he lay, and brutally faid, That he did 
not think his Mother had been fo fine a Wo¬ 
man. 

g K Did he make any farther Progress in 
his Barbarity? 

A, He took away Othos Wife , named 
foppea Sabina $ he repudiated Oft avia , and 
afterwards put her to Death 5 and (hortly 
after, he kick’d the abovemention’d Popp?a 
fo that (he died of it. 

^ Was no Confpiracy form’d againft 
him? 

A. Pifo contrived one againft him, and 
had engaged feveral Gentlemen in it, but 
Kero happening to difeover the Author and 
his Accomplices, among whom were the 
Poet Lucan and Seneca , he put them all to 
Death. 

<§). Wherein did his Vanity chiefly lye? 

A, He mightily valued h.mfelf for play¬ 
ing well upon the Harp in the Theatre, and 
Singing his part with the Comedians: Nay, 
he made a Voyage as far as Greece , to let 
the Grecians fee he was a good Mufitian, and 
a good A&or. 

< 3 ^ Who was it he married inflead of a 
Woman ? 

A. Pythagoras his Liberties , or Frecd- 
man. 

g. Had he not a Natural Inclination to 
mifehief? 


A . He 
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A . Hr was To Arangely inclin’d that way, 
that he frequently hid King Priam was the 
h jppielt Piince in the world, for having the 
fjtisfa&ton to fee his Country all in Flames, 
bdore he loti hts kingdom. 

^ Had he not a great fancy to repreflnt 
the burning of Troy by that of Rome ? 

A. One night he diitributed his Guards 
through ail pms of the City, and com¬ 
manded them to fet rhe H.rnfes on hre ? 
which they fo diligently executed, that in a 
fliort time the whole Town was in a flame. 

0 . Where was Nero all this while? 

A* Upon Mxwus' s Tower., from whence 
he beheld the Fire, and fung fome of Ho¬ 
mers Verfes upon the Deftru&ion of Troy, 

g^Whom did he charge with this A&ion? 

A. As he had a mortal hatred to the 
Chriftbns, he a ecu fed them with having fet 
the City on hre, and put feveral of ’em to 
death for it. 

Was it not he who began to perfe- 
cute them hrlt at Rome ? 

A, Plight *, and made them fuflFer Tor¬ 
ments which till that time were unknown. 

^ Was not Armenia tiken by one of his 
Generals ? 

A. Djmiihts CnrbuU , fuifidently famous 
for conquering the Fr/funs , took and burnt 
Artaxata the Metropolis of the Country, 
beat out the Partitions, and fent Tiridates to 
Rome, where he received a Diadem from 
Nero : Yet after all thefe confiderable Servi- 

ces, 
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ces, being fent for into Greece by Nero, he 
was forced to lay hands on himfeif, to pre¬ 
vent a more ignominious death. 

Was this Tyrant beloved by his Sub- 

je&s ? 

A. No; for fo many Crimes having 
drawn upon him the Contempt and Ha¬ 
tred of the whole Empire, Vindex a Roman 
Senator, and Governor of Gaul revolted 
firft againft him, and declared Galba the Go¬ 
vernor of Spain , Emperor. 

6). In the mean while was Rufus the Go¬ 
vernor of High - Germany una&ive ? 

A. He enter’d Gaul with a powerful Ar¬ 
my to join Vindex. 

<j>K And what happen’d upon this ? 

A . His Army, which knew nothing of his 
intention, fell upon that of Vindex , and cut it 
to pieces. 

G). What did Vindex do when he faw this ? 

A, Imagining that Rufus had betray’d 
him, and inrag’d at the intire lofs of his 
Troops, he out of defpair kill’d himfeif. 

What was the upftiot of all ? 

A . The German Army join'd the fmall re¬ 
mainder of the Gattlijb, and then Rufus de¬ 
clar’d Galba Emperor. 

<?. Was not Nero terribly alarm’d at this 
Revolt? 

A . Inflead of preparing himfeif for a 
Battel, he refolved to make his Efcape into 
&gypt, faying, he could get his Livelihood 
any where by his A&ing and Singing. 

H g. How 
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'J£. How did his Guards behave them* 
(elves, feeing him fbflrangely puiillanimous? 

A . They all forfobk him. 

Whither then did Nero retire to fave 
himielf > 

A. He hole privately out of Rome , and hid 
himfelf in a Gave. 

Q. When the Senate perceiv’d that, what 
Refolutions did they fake ? 

A, They declar’d him at the fame time an 
Enemy to the People of 'Rcme, condemn’d 
him to dye , and fent out Soldiers eveiy 
whc-re to go and apprehend him. 

Well, what befel him at lad ? 

A. Finding there was no hopes to pre¬ 
serve his wretched life any longer, and yet 
not having Courage enough tohalien Death 
with his own hands, hedeiir’d Epapbrodim 
one of his Fret’d>men to kill him , who 
broke his Ponyard as he endeavour’d to do 
him that kindnefs, but at laid made a drift to 
difpatch him. 

Was not Nero the laft Emperor of the 
/.uguji&in Family ? 

A. Yes. 

^ How old was he when he died > 

A . One and thirty, having reign’d 13 
Years, 7 Months, 28 Days, on the very 
fame day whereon he had formerly com¬ 
manded his WifeO&avia to be afiailinated. 

^ Hoyv many Wives had he ? 

A, Three; Oftavia> Foppea> and Statilh . 

What remarkable Accident happen’d f 
in his Reign ? A* * Lwr I 
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A. * Lttgdunum , a famous Colony in France , 
was in the (pace of one night’burnt down 
to the ground; and fo as an Ancient Writer 
handfomely exprefs’d himfelf, Inter magnam 
urbem & nullam vix hot arum aliquot fpatium fait . 

§. What Learned men flourilh’d at that 
time ? 

A . Seneca , and Lucan * the ilnkle and Ne¬ 
phew, whom Nero caus’d to be put to death 
for being concern’d in Vifo's Confpir'acy ; 
The former an Excellent Philofopher 5 and 
the latter, .if he had been Mailer of a folid 
Judgment, as he was of Flame and Spirit, 
a moil Admirable Poet. Then Perfius the 
obfeure Satyrili; and Silrn Italians , who 
compofed a Poem, about the Punic War ; 
Epittefttf theMnrulili.ilave to Epapbiraditus, one 
of Nero's Fiee’d men 5 and P* .nonius Arbiter ♦ 
Who was this Petronim Arbiter ? 

A. An Epicurean by profeihon, and Com¬ 
ptroller of Nro's Pleasures, who madepro- 
feilion of a cultivated polite Luxury 5 for Pu¬ 
rity of Stile and Wit Pearce to be match’d 
by any of the Roman Writers. Tho he was 
one of the Emperor’s greateil Confidents, 
yet falling at lait into Difgrace with him, he 
bled himfelf to death, and at his 1 ail mo¬ 
ments caufed fome delightful Verfes to be 
repeated to him. 

^ What fort of a man was Nero ? 

A. His Vifage was Full, and Red, but 


* Lyons. 
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not agreeable ; his Hair of a Chefnut Co¬ 
lour, falling down in Rings 5 he was fhort- 
fighted, his Eyes blue and funk in his head* 
his Neck and Belly large, his Skin very bad, 
and his Stature indifferent. 

Galba the Seventh Emperor. 

The Year of Rome 808. Of the Birth of J. c. 6 S. 

&T3Y whom was Galba declared Empe- 
JLJ ror> 

A. By his Army $ but his over-great Se¬ 
verity was the reafoii why he did not con* 
finue long in the poffdlion of the Empire. 

Did he find no manner of oppolition? 

A . He was fcarce arrived at Rome , when 
he receiv’d advice, that Vttdlws the Gover¬ 
nor of Germany was proclaim’d Emperor by 
his Army. 

§1. What meafures did he take to main¬ 
tain his Authority > 

A. He adopted Pifo a man of great Me¬ 
rit, becaufe he was apprehenlive he fhould 
never have any Children by reafon of his 
great Age. 

GK Was not Otho , this Emperor's intimate 
Friend, offended at this Adoption } 

A . It fo much difgufted him, that he 
rais’d the Praetorian Bands againti the Empe¬ 
ror, who had a great love for him, becaufe 
every evening as he went cut of the Palace, 
he diflributed fome Money among them. 

Ha- 
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Having gain’d the affe&ion and good 
will of the Soldiery, whatdid he next ? 

A . He immediately went to the Camp, 
and got himfelf to be proclaim’d Emperor. 
After this he placed himfelf at the head of 
the Guards, who kill’d Galba, and cut off 
his head. 

What did they do with his Head > 

A* They carried it to Otbo, who told them 
they did nothing in murdering of Galba , 
unlefs they clear’d their hands of Pifo, which 
was almoft as foon executed as advis’d. 

g\Ho<v old was he when they kill’d him ? 

A . Seventy two years old * and he reign’d 
fix months, and feven days. 

How many Wives had he ? 

A. Only one, whole name was Lepida. 

Jg. What fort of a man was Galba ? 

A, He was neither big nor little, he had 
a Roman Nofe , Black Eyes, a Bald Head, a 
Long Vifage, and full of Wrinkles. 

Otho the Eighth Emperor. 

The Year of Rome 809. Of the Birth of J . C. 69. 
4 j.YTTTHat was Otbo's Chara&er in the 

VV world ? 

A. He was a debauch’d man, who fur- 
render’d up his own W ; ife to Nero, in order 
to make his Fortune at Court by it. 

i?. How did Vitellm the Governor of 
Germany employ himfelf > 

H 5 A. Ha- 
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A. Having been proclaim’d Err per or by 
his Soldiers, as we have already mention’d, 
he marched towards Italy with a great Ar¬ 
my, and there defeated Otbo at the Battel of 
Bebriacum. 

JJ. Where was this Bartel fcught ? 

A’ Near Placentia. 

^ What courfe did Otbo take when he 
heard of the defeat of his Army ? 

A . He defpair’d of repairing his Loft, and 
fo refolv’d to kiii lifcfelf. His Friends dif- 
fuaded him from thedefign, and repic';;:^ 
to him what fair expiations he had of 
Meeting better fwecefs next time, h'nee he 

was hill Mafter of Italy and Afia^ from 
whence he might eafily furniih himfelf with 
considerable Forces. 

And what Anfwer did he make ’em ? 

A .• Hefaid, That for his part he thought 
it more advifahle to quit the Empire to Vi> 
tdiius , than to be the occalioir of (bedding fo 
much blood ; So he advifed them to repair 
immediately to the Conqueror^ that fo they 
might the fooner obtain pardon of him. 

Jg. And what did he do< at lad. 

A* He (lew himfelf, after he had burnt all 
the Letters which had 1 been* writ t© him .and 
might bring his Friends into danger. 

gh How old was he then ? 

A. He was Eight and thirty years old, 
and had reign’d Three Months, and Five 
Days. 

Defaibe me his Perfon ? 

J'. tie 
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A. He was of Low Swure., his Head bald, 
his Legs crooked^, and the Features of his 
Face much refembling. Nero’s* 

Vi^Uius the Ninth Emperor. 

The Tear of Rome 809* Of the Birth of f.C. 69 . 

|,TTTHat,fort of a man was VitAlms^ as 
VV to his Temper? 

A , He was one that made a gpdof his 
belly, and. thought of. nothing, elfc bu« eat¬ 
ing and drinking. 

Q. W hat remarkable Adipn happen’d 

under bis Reign ? 

A, Valeris and Cecinna defeated Otbos Ar¬ 
my in Italy. 

0). Where was ViteVius at that time:? 

A . He attended the Succefs of the War 
at Lyons, where he minded nothing but feaft- 
ing and revelling. 

Q. Where did he Beer his courfe after he 
was inform’d that his Generals had got the 
Vidor y. 

A . He march’d diredly tQ Rome, where, 
heprofufely fquander’d away, all the Money 
he found in the Treafuryv and. his continual. 
Drunkennef? made fuch a.Beaft of him, that 
fometitnes he would forget he was. Emperor#, 
^ When he was.arrived there, what did 

he do ? . 

A . He baniftied all the Aftrologers and 

Fortune-tellers out of Rome . 

H; 4 v &Where 
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Where was Vefpafian at that jun&ure? 

A. He was making War againft the^e*r/, 
in quality of Lieutenant General to Otbo* 

What happen’d to him there ? 

A, He was extremely importun’d by his 
Army to give his confent for them to declare 
him Emperor. 

Q And did he hearken to this Propofal? 

A . It was not without great difficulty he 
was prevail’d upon to comply with them, 
but at laft he gave his confent. 

Who aflifted him in this Under¬ 
taking ? 

A. Muciams the Governor of Syria, and 
all the Princes of the E aft. 

^ Whom did he intruft with the ma¬ 
nagement of the Jetvifij War ? 

A . His Son Tiiut. 

^ And whither did he himfelf march ? 

A. After he had difpatch’d his Lieute¬ 
nants to Rome with a great Army, he went 
for Egypt. 

Q Was not Vitellm ftrangely furprized, 
when he heard of the general defc&ion of 
the people from him ? 

A. He Teem’d not to be much concern’d at 
the News, but contented himfelf with only 
fending his Lieutenants againft Vefpafian , 
who defeated them. 

Did not this Overthrow oblige ViteU 
Im to m rch in perfon againft the Enemy ? 

A . Right ? but he was fo little accuftom’d 
to the Fatigues and Hardfhips of War, 

that 
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that he return’d back to Rome to his Plea- 
fures. 

At his Arrival there, what meafures 
did he take ? 

A. He made a Treaty of Peace with Sa¬ 
binas the Governor of Rome* 

6^ Whit were the Conditions of this 

Treaty ? 

A. That he fhould furrender the Empire 
into the hands of Vefpafian. 

^ Were not his Guards extremely in¬ 
cens’d at his making fo tame a Relignation ? 

A* It very much difpleas’d them, becaufe 
they lov’d Vitellm upon the account that he 
gave them liberty to do what they would. 

What happen’d in this Conteft ? 

A. The Capitol was burnt down to the 
ground, as it had been once before in the 
bloody Difputes between SyVa and Marius . 

Q. What became of Vitellm at laft ? 

A. He had the misfortune to be taken by 
the Captains of Vefpafian’s Army,and diagg’d 
naked through the City with a great deal of 
Ignominy. 

J). What did they do to him after this ? 

A. They cut his Throat, and afterwards 
threw him into the liber. 

^ How old was he then ? 

A. He was 57 Years old , and had only 
reign’d 8 Months and 5 Days. 

^ How many Wives had he ? 

A. Two; Petronia and Galena* 

How was he made ? 

h 5 . 'm m 
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A. He was of an extraordinary Stature; 
his Belly prodigiouily big, and a very Red 
Face. 


Vefpafian the TenthEmperor. 

The Tear of Rome 809. Of the Birth of J.C* 69. 


^.T’TTrHen was Vefpafian crown’d Empe- 
W ror > 

A. ; Twas after the Death of "Nero, who 


had fent him into Judea to chaftife the Info- 
fence of certain Rebels, where he took feve- 
ral fmall Towns. 


I 3 y whom was he proclaim’d Empe¬ 
ror ? 


A. By his Army 3 and after he had left 
his Son 1 hits in Judea, and put all vhe For¬ 
ces there into his hands, with the whole 
management of the War, he came bawk to 


'Rome. 


And how order’d he his Affairs there? 

A . He put ViteUius to death, who as we. 
told you before, had madehimfelf Mailer of 
the Empire. 

^ After what manner did he deport him* 
Eli in his Government ? 

A. With inhnite Juftice and Swectnefs. 

What Tranfadions fell out in the fe- 
cond year of his being Emperor * 

A. The Jcvfi(h War, which fomc turbu¬ 
lent Seditious Spirits had kindled under M- 
m’s Reign, was ended* 

% Who; 


Q. Who was the Ringleader of the Fa- 

dion ? 


A* ILleazer the Son of Ananias » Religion 
furnlh’d them wi:h a pretence to rebel, and 
the people were eafily induc’d- to it., becaufe 
the Romans had made a terrible (laughter of 
their Countrymen. # * 

6), Who was it- that laid Siege to Jem~ 

fakm: 7 

A. Cafm-GaVm, the Lieutenant of Syria, 
but he was forced to raife it ignominiouBy, 
with a confiderable Ibis of his Forces. 

<$ At what time did this happen ? 

^ l u ihe.i2j/\ year of Zero’s Empire, and 
the 65*/.?. of out Saviour. 

g. Whither did the Jews march after this 

Vi3o*y. ? _ K , 

A, They returned to Jerufahm, where 
they cholenew Leaders, and-among the rck 
J fphn the Son of Mattatbia f, in the year 67 
of JTus ChriiV. 

g. What did Vtfpafun , who was after¬ 
wards fent by Nero, do? 

A. He took feveral Towns, and Jofepbus 
himfelf, who foretold that he ihould be e» 
le&ed: Emperor. . 

^ Did Veffafim then befiege Jerufihm, 
the Capital City of the Jews ? 

A. Yes', hut the Death of Nero , and the 
Murder of the following Emperors, inter¬ 
rupted the Siege. 

What was the Conclulion at laft ? 

Ak In-the year? 70 of J. C. at the Feaft 

Oli 
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of the Paffover ; and on the fifth of Aprils 
after a Siege of four months continuance, 
this famous Temple was burnt, and the Ci¬ 
ty abandon’d to plunder. 

^ What follow’d upon the lofs of Jew 
falem ? 

A* The name of the Jmijh People was 
abolifh’d, and their Miferies were fo exceffive- 
iy great, that ’tis certain God Almighty re¬ 
veng’d upon this perfidious Nation the lln- 
juft Death of his Son. 

«§L What Calamities did they fuftain ? 

, A* There was fo terrible a Famine du- 
ling this Siege, that the befieged were for¬ 
ced to feed upon the vileft things imagina¬ 
ble, man’s fkfh not excepted 5 nay, fome 
Mothers were reduced to fuch ftrdghts as to 
eat their own Children. 

Without queftion they loft a world of 
men in this Siege ? 

A . About Eleven hundred thoufand fouls 
perifh’d there 3, which is almoft an incredi¬ 
ble thing. 

Q;. What became of the City ) 

A. It was raz’d to the ground by Titus's 
order y and according to our Bleffed Savb 
our’s Prediction, there was not one ftone 
left upon another. The Jews that remain’d: 
were carried away Prifoners. 

Whajt happen’d in the Third Year of 
Vefpaftan ’s Reign? 

A, This Emperor and his Son triumph’d 
©vet the |ew, andafteswaxds he laid the 

Foun? 
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Foundation of the Temple of Peace. 

Q, What particular things did he do fo 
advance his Glory after this War was over > 

A- He begun a Noble Amphitheatre , 
which Attgujius had a great deiire once to 
build. 

(I After what manner did he end his 
ys ? 

A* Being at the point of death, he rais’d 
himfelf on thefudden, and cried out, Oportet 
Imperatorem (lantern mori , An Emperor ought 
to dye (landing. 

Q. How old was he when he died > 

A. He was Sixty nine years old, he reign’d 
Ten years within Ten days, and haften’d his 
Death by drinking too much cold water.. 

g. Pray give rac a Defcription of him. 

A. He was of an indifferent Stature, but 
thick, his Vifage red, his Shoulders large, 
his Conftitution vigorous , his Looks 
cheerful, his behaviour courteous, a War¬ 
like Mien , his Temper civil, but cove¬ 
tous. 

Was it not he that gave occafion to 
the Proverb, To Jhooe a MuU ? 

A. Yes. 

^ How did it happen ? 

A . Being once in the Countrey, a man 
who defir’d to fpeak. with him, gave fome 
Money to the Muleteer who conduced his 
Litter, to flop it, and make as if he was go¬ 
ing to fhooe his Mule* 


j£Did 
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jg. Did not the Emperor fmell oat the 
trick ? 

A. He immediately gave Audience to the 
man that had a deiire to talk with him, but 
ask’d his Muleteer how much Money he got 
by fliooinghis Mule? 

Q. V> as he not coni train’d to lay fcveral 

Taxes upon the people ? 

A. Yes * becaufehis Fiedeceflbrs had by 
their Luxury quite exhauited the Publick 
Treafovy. 

£). Was it not he that laid an Excife up¬ 
on Urine ? 

A. Yes by the fame token that his Son 
taking o:c (ion to remonitrate to him that 
this Excife was difhonourable, V- fpafian takes 
a P.ece of Gold out of his- Pocket, holds it 
to his Ncfe, and asks him whether it fnaelt 
ill or no. 

Q. What anfwer did he mike ? 

si. He told him, No. And yet for all tbat, 
fays the Emncror, this very Piece' cam: from the 
Excife upon ‘Urine. 

Titus the Eleventh Emperor. 

The Tear of Rome 819. o/ the Birth efj.G. 7^ 

Jg. t TTH O was Titus ?' 

VV A. The Son- of Vifpaftan. 

How did he behavehim fell in thebe- 
ginning of his Reign ? 

A. He immediately quitted the Natural 

Pro- 
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PropenfTty he had to Lewdnefe, and treated 
every one wirh that fweemefs, that he was 
called The Love and Delight of all Mankind. 

’ What were the firft Inftances he gave 
of his Clemency ? 

A. He pardon’d two Perfons of Quality 
who had confpir’dagainft him ; he likewife 
pardon’d his Brother Dmitian , who had 
form’d a fecond Confpiracy againft him, and 
inhead of punilhing him, declared him his 
SuccetTor in the Empire. 

Q. How died he ? 

A. His Brother Domitian , notwithftanding 
he had pardon’d him before, difpatch’d him 
by Poifon, when he was aged Forty one 
years, and after he had reign’d Two Years, 
T wo Months, and Twenty Days. 

What other demonfirations cjid Titus 
give of his Mercy ? 

A. ’Tis faid he never refus’d any thing 
which was asked of him j and would fre¬ 
quently fay, 1 hat a Prince ought not to fend 
back any of his Subjects fad or difeontented 
from his prefence. 

&. What is befides reported of him > 

A. One Night as he was at Supper, he 
femembred himfelf that he had done good 
to no body that day, My Friends , fays he to 
thofe that were about him, I have loft a Day , 
Diem perdtdi. 

What remarkable PafTages happen’d 
during his Reign? 

4 » A- prodigious quantity of Fire and 

Afhes 
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A(hes broke forth from Vefuvm , which were 
thrown as far asAfric, Syria , and 

<?. Did not this Irruption do a great deal 
of damage ? 

yf. P/wy the Elder being defirous to be¬ 
hold this terrible Spe&acle , was fuffoca- 
fed by the Flames, and feveral Cities were 
ruin’d by if. 

What was it that tit us faid as he was 
going to dye. 

A. That he only repented himfelf of one 
thing, but did not exprefs what it was; 
’Tis imagin’d that it was becaufe he had not 
put his Brother Domitian to death, and clear’d 
the Empire of fo wicked and cruel a Mon* 
fier. 

Q. Had he not a great value for the Se¬ 
nate and People of Rome ? 

A. Yes; for tho he was paflionafely in 
Love with Queen Berenice , yet he refufed to 
marry her, becaufe he thought the Senate 
and People of Rome would diiapprove of the 
Match. 

What fort of a man was he ? 

A. He was of the common Stature, the 
Features of his Face very good, his Belly 
fomewhatof thelargeft; of a courteous Be? 
haviour, a fweet inlinuating Mien, a Noble 
Air, which infpir’d all thofe that beheld him 
both with Love and R.efps<ft. 


Domitku) 
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Domitian the Twelfth Emperor. 


The Year of Rome 821. Of the Birth ofj. C. 81 . 


^XTHofe Son was Domitian? 

VV A. He was the Son of Fefpjfian, 
and younger Brother to Titus. 

Q. Was he like his Father ? 

A> No; and much lefs did he refcmble 
his Brother Titus , fince he was one of the 
moft profligate Monfters that ever lived, and 
was not inferior to Nero in Cruelty, Avarice, 
and Incontinence. 


Q, In what did he chiefly excel ? 

A. He was fo great a Matter at his Bow, 
that he would frequently order a man to be 
fet with his hand ftretch’d out, and his Fin¬ 
gers open, and then he would (hoot between 
bis fingers, and never touch him. 

^ What was his conftant Occupation ? 

A. He pafs’d whole days in his Clofet 
alone, where he diverted himfelf with the 
Royal Sport of Fly-catching. 

J). Did not fome-body rally him upon 
this occafion ? 

A. A certain Perfon of Quality having 
one day asked, Who was with the Emperor 
in his Clofet? anfwer was made him, That 
not fo much as a Fly was with him. 

Did he perform any Warlike Expedi¬ 
tions ? 


A. He 
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A. He triumph’d twice over the Djci and 
tne Cat tt. 

&_ Who was his chief Confident ? 

A. One Mania , whom he particularly 
affedfed s I don t mean the Poet of that 
name, but another to whom that Poet ad- 
drcucs feyerj 1 of his Epigram*. 

,, £. T j .' vh \ t £xtrava gant Aftions did his 
roily lead him? 

A. He mw/t needs, pjfs for a god, and fo 
commands feveral Starnes of Silver and Gold, 
tp oe eredfced to his own Honour.". 

What other flrange FroM* did he, 

r* « 

A. Being minded one day to put the Sena¬ 
tors into a difmal Fright, he-invited a great 
number of them to come and fup with him. 

J||. Well, and when they came there,how 
were they receiv’d ? 

/f. He orders them to be lock’d, up in a 
Hall hung with Black, and only lighted by a 
fe w Lamps, by the light of which they could 
difeern feveral Coffins^ upon each of which- 
were written the names of thofe that were, 
invited, 

Did not this terrible Scene pofTefs 
them with iirange apprehenfions ? 

A- Yes; for after they hadcontinued fome 
time in thefe cruel imaginations, fome naked 
perfons whofe Bodies, were blacken’d all over, 
entred the Hall with Swords in one hand, 
and Aiming Torches in the other. 
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Did they not give themfelves all for 

loif ? 

A. Yes; but after thefe black men had 
danced a pretty while about them , they 
open’d the doors, faying, The Emperor 
gave all the Company leave to withdraw. 

^ What was Domiiians ufual way to make 
himfelf remember the Names of thofe whom 
he defign’d to put to death ? 

A. He writ their Names down in a Table- 
Book, but it coft him very dear; for leaving 
among feveral others fet down the Names of 
U5e Wife Domitia , Norbanus , Petronm , and 

Stepbanw \ 

^ What happen’d upon it ? 

A? 'Domitia , who very well knew the 
Table Book, having accidentally lighted 

upon if one day, Are fliDw’d it to thofe: per- 
fons whofe Names were written down there, 
as well as her own,, in ord^er to oblige them 
to conceit matters with her, and difpatch 
Dbmitian: 

How was Dmitimh end ? 

A. Stej.-f9.mw ftabb’d him with a Ponyard 
in-bis Clofet; but.the Guards running in 
immediately to his affiftance, they foon kill’d 
Steffhantu among them. 

Q. What was Apobnm Tyanaus a-doing 
at the moment when this happen'd ? 

A, He harangu’d the people of Ephefuf t 
but Aopt himfeif in the mid A of his Dif- 
courfe ; and after he had continued filent for 
fome time, he cry’d aloud, Courage^ Stepha- 
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nus, Strike the Tyrant; and a moment after, 
fays he. The Tyrant is dead, heisjnjl now /Z 
What elfe do Hiftorians remark of 
T>mitian ? 

A. He perfecuted the Chritfians through- 
out the whole Reman Empire. J Twas he that 
baniftied St. John into the I He of Fames \ 
tho others lay it upon Ncro> which is the 
more probable of the two. 

Q What Learned Writers fiouriihed in his 

fime ? 

A . That Sonorous EnthufLftic Poet Sta¬ 
tius > Martial the Witty Epigrammatifh %- 
venal the declaiming SatyriA 5 that celebra. 
ted InAitutor of Youth Quintilian? Mufo • 
nms the Philofopherj Apollonius Tyanew, a 
notorious Impoftor and Pretender to Mira¬ 
cles 5 that moil excellent Hiftorian fofepbus 
who has writ the Antiquities of his own 
Countreymen : And for the Art Military, 
there was Julius Agricola , who failed round* 
Great Britain, by him conquer’d, and was the 
ftrft Roman that diicover’d it to be an Ifland. 

He found and fubdued the Orkney Iflands : 
But notwithftanding thefe great fervices, D-i- 
tnitian difpatch’d him by Poifon. 

Q How old was this Emperor when lie I 
was flain ? 

A, He was Forty four years old, having j 
reign d Fifteen Years and fix days. I 

•=§.* £ ra y g‘ ve me a Defcription of him ? j 
A. He was luity and well-proportion’d, 
he had a handfome Nofe, large Eyes, he 

was 


(165) 

was weak-fighted, and had a Face as Red 
as Scarlet. 

Nerva the Thirteenth Emperor. 

The Year of Rome 836. of the Birth of J. C. 9 6 . 
was this Nerva ? 

VV A He was a Perfcn of Quality 
who deriv’d his Original from Narni , a 
City feituated in the Province of Vmbria . 

Q. What Charader had he in the Wor Id 

A. He hid the Reputation of a moil Ex¬ 
cellent Prince. 

Q J. What confiderable things did he do in 
the beginning of his Reign? 

A. He cancell’d all the Ed ids that had 
been made in Vomitians time. 

How old was he when they ekded him 
to the Empire ? 

A. He was Sixty five years old. 

What other Proofs did he give the 
people of his Clemency and Generoiity ? 

A . He rellor’d all perfons to their Pofief- 
iions which they had been plunder’d of by 
Vomitian , and gave leave to all thofe whom 
he had banifh'd, to return to their Native 
Countrey. Among the reft, fay fome, Sr. J 4 m 
the Evangelift, who fufter’d Exile in the 
lile of Fatmos, came back to Ephefus ,cf which 
City he was Biihop. 

Q^ What remarkable Oath was that 
which Nerva fwore ? 

A . He 
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A • He folemnly fwore before the Sena, 
tors, That he would put not one of them 
to Death, tho they gave him never fo jutf 
an occasion. 

And did he keep his Oath ? 

A. HeToreligiouflyobferv’d it, that two 
of them having confpir’d to take away his 
Life, he would nor fuffer them to dye ? ' 

^ What did he do to them t,hen ? 

A> He fent for them to let them fee he 
was not ignorant of their Dehgn againll 
him 5 he carried them with him to the The¬ 
atre; placed them on each hde of him, and 
then-gave both of them a Ponyard, telling 
tnem before all the world, That they might 
try u on him whether they were good or no. 

■Qj Wnat is commonly Oid of him ? 

A. Thit lie wanted Autbori:y to fupprcfs 
the Infdence of his Sold.ers 3 and ins ex* 
treme Oi l Age render’d him contemptible. 

# Qz Wnat method did he take to make 
him elf more Absolute than he was ? 

A • He preferr d Trajan, who at that time 
commanded the Army in Germany^ before all 
his Relations, aiid adopted him to the Em¬ 
pire. 

Or. Did Nerva live a long while after this 
Adoption ? 

. A- No j he died Three Months after, be« 
ing com plea tly Sixty hx years old. 

. Of what Diltemper did he dye ? 

. A.. Of a Feaver, which he got by ifrani- 
ln 8 his Voice too much, in talking to one 
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Reputes, who had put him into a Paifion. 
How long did he reign? 

A. One Year, Four Months, and Eleven 
Days. 

Trajan the Fourteenth Emperor . 

The Tear of Rome 838. Of the Birth of J. C 98. 

^ \ yjT 7 Hat Countryman was < Trajan ? 

V V A. He came from Sail in Spain . 

Where was he when Nerva adopted 
him ro the Empire ? 

A, At Calm in Germany , and was the tirft 
Foreigner that got pcfleffion of the Roman 
Empire. 

Who was his iVLfter ? 

A. Tint arch. 

Vv hat tort of 2 man was he ? 

A. He was one of the greatdi Generals 
that ever fate upon a Throne: He was 
Sweet- te mper’d . Merciful, and Prudent: 
Nay, he was fo charitable to his Soldiers 
who were wounded in his Wars with the 
Dacians, that he tore off his own Shirt from 
his Back to bind up their Wounds, when 
they had no Linneu of their own. 

§• What conliderable A&ions did he per¬ 
form? 

A. He defeated the Dacians, and their 
King Decebalus 9 over whom Dmitian 
Triumph’d at Rorrn , tho he fcanda- 
loufly bought a Peace of him 3 he 

fnhdurd 
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fubdued Armenia , Iberia , and Colchis 5 he 
overthrew the Sarmatians , Afiremans, and 
Arabians , with the Inhabitants of the Bofi 
phorus, 

gK What oth er Conquefts did he make ? 

A. He attack’d the Parthians , and took 


from them Armenia, Perfia, Seleucia , Babylon , 
and reduced a very confiderable part of 
under the Roman Power, 


Sj Was not he hr nam’d Germanicus ? 

A. Yes, for the glorious Exploits he per¬ 
form’d i n Germany. 

Si Did not feveral perfons come to con¬ 
gratulate him upon his many Vi&ories ? 

A. Ambafladors vifited him from all 
parts of the world * nay, fome came from 
as Er as the Indies to compliment him upon 
thofe occalions. 


Si What remarkable Prefents were made 
him ? 


A . He was prefented with a Horfe from 
Armenia , which fell down upon his knees as 
often as he went to mount him. 

Si By what other A&ions did he increafe 
his Reputation with the People ? 

A. He utterly exterminated thofe infuf- 
ferable Vermine in a well-order’d Common- 
wed th, theDelators and Informers , who had 
made fo fine a Harvett on’t under the Reigns 
of Vomit tan, Nero , Caligula , and Tiberius, 

Q. What remarkable Accidents happen’d 
in his time ? 


A* There 
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A. There was fo prodigious an Earth¬ 
quake at Antioch , while he and the whole 
Court lay there, that the City was almoft 
totally dettroyed. 

4J. And how did Trajan make a fhift to 
fave himfelf? 

A, He cfcaped through the Windows of 
the Room where he lay. 

Si Where died he? 

A. At Sclinns , a City of Cilicia , whither 
he ordered himfelf to be carried. 

What refpedt was paid him after his 

Death ? 

A . His A{hes were brought to Rome, and 
placed in a Golden Urn on the top of a Pil¬ 
lar of a prodigious Heighth and curious 
Workmmftiip, which he had caus’d fo be 
eredted in the publick Place, and which is 
to this day call’d Trajan 5 Pillar. 

Si How long did he Reign? 

A . Ten years Six months and Fifteen 
days ; he lived Sixty three years. 

S_ What remarkable things do you find 
in his Reign ? 

A. Two: The firft of them was the un¬ 
paralleled Confidence he repos’d in one of 
his Friends, whofe Name was Sura. 

S How did he make it appear ? 

A. Some Perfons, who envied him for 
the great (hare he poffefs’d in the Empe¬ 
ror’s Friendfiiip, drove by all imaginable 
means to blah his Reputation, and render 
him fufpeoted to his Matter. They accus’d 

1 him 
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him with forming a Defign againft his Life* 
but Trajan to let them fee how far he relied 
upon the Honclly of his Friend, having re¬ 
ceived an Invitation to Sup with him, went 
thither freely. 

Well, and what did he do there? 

A . After he had fent back his Guards, 
he orders Suras Phyfitian and Barber, to be 
call’d to him *, the former he commands to 
take off the Hair about his Eye-brows, and 
the latter to ihave his Beard. After this, be 
goes to a Bath, and then tits down very un¬ 
concerned with the reft of the Company. 

What Faid he to his Friends next 
Morning ? 

A, He recounted to them every thing in 
order as it patted , and told them, That if 
Sura had any Intentions to kill him, he 
gave him the faireft opportunity the day be¬ 
fore to do it, that a man could vvifb \ and 
iince he had negle&ed it, it was an infallible 
indication that he had no fuch defign in his 
head. 

HJ. What is the feccnd remarkable thing? 

A . Trajan in giving his Swoid to the Col- 
lonel of the Guards, according to the ufual 
Cuttom, utter’d thefe glorious Words, Tal$ 
this Swords and if I govern likg a Juft Prince , 
employ it in my Service 5 but if I abufe my Au¬ 
thority) draw it again ft me, 

^ What added he afterwards ? 

A, That he who gave Laws to the reft 
of the World, lay under greater Obligati¬ 
ons 
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ons to obferve them, than any of his Sttb v 
je&s. 

g. What Title did the Romans befto# 
upon him ? 

A They gave him the Sir* name of Opti - 
mus ■ 

g. Was not his Memory exceeding deai 
to Pofterity ? 

A. It was held in fo great efteem, that 
in fucceeding Times, when an Emperor was 
promoted to this high .Digrfity, amidtt the 
; other Acclamations rhat were made in the 
Senate- houfe, they ufed to wifh that he 
would prove as happy as Auguftus , and as 
good as Trajan, 

JJ, What anfwer did he make his Friends, 
who were Reproaching him one day with 
his too great Condefcention and Good na- 
I ture ? 

I A, That he lived with his Subje&s, juft 
as he would have wifhed them to live with 
him, if they had been the Mafters. 

£{. What Faults or Vices do you obferve 
in him ? 

A. Two very great ones. Thefirft, that 
he was given to exceffive Drinking. The 
fccond, that he loved young Boys. 

^ What was his Wife's Name? 

A, Plottna , who in fome Ancient Medals 
is reprefented with a very tall Head-drefs, 
much refembling the Modern Commodes. 

What Learned Men flourifh’d in his 

time? 

I 2 


A. Plutarch 


( * 7 * ) 

A, Plutarch of Gbaronea , that admirable 
Philofopher and Biographer. th e 

Younger, who in his Panegyrick upon Tra¬ 
jan, which he deliver’d in the Senate-houfe 
when he was Conful, gives us the true Ex¬ 
emplar of an Excellent Orator, as well as 
he does of a good Prince. Smtonius , who 
has writ the Lives of the Twelve fir# Ctfars, 
with the fame freedom as they lived them. 
Lucius Floras, who hath left us a pretty 
Compendium Of the Roman Hiltory , tho 
juftly cenfur’d for too much affe&ing point¬ 
ed Sentences. And laftly, Cornelius Tacitus , 
a Sublime and Grave, tho fometimes Obfcure 
Hiftorian, famous for his Reflections, and 
the good Senfe of his Observations, which 
will always preferve their Reputation in the 
World, efpeciully with thole Perfons that 
intend to fludy Politicks. 

6). Was not he fevere again# the Chri- 
ftians ? 

A, He rais’d a Cruel Storm again# the 
Profeffors of that Religion; and among the 
reft, Ignatius, Bifhop of Antioch, fuffer’d, be¬ 
ing torn in pieces by Wild Beafts. At la#, 
having receiv’d a favourable Account of the 
Simplicity of their Worfhip, their Inno¬ 
cence, and Morals from Pliny Junior, in an 
Epiftlc, which is hill extant, the Perfection 
abated. 
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Adrian the Fifteenth Emperor. 

The Tear of Rome S $ 7. Of the Birth of J. C. 1J 7. 


was this Adrian? 

W A. Coulin of Trajan , and his 
Country-man , for he was a Native of an 
Italian City in Spain. 

jg. How came he to be made Emperor ? 
A. Bv the cunning Management oi Plotina , 


the Wife of Irajan. 

g), But how did (he carry on this Affair ? 

/L As foon as the Emperor was dead , 
(he fent a forged Declaration immediately 
to the Senate under his hand, whereby he 
adopts Adrian , and declares him his Suc- 
ceffor. In the mean time Ihe dexterouily 
conceals his Death, till Adrians Adoption 
, was confirm’d by the Authority of the Se¬ 


nate. 

XJ. Did Adrian make any Conquefts? 

A . So far from that, that he devoted 
himfelf wholly to Peace, and abandon’d 
Affyria, Armenia , and Mesopotamia, to the Par- 
thians • 

^ What do Hiftorians remark of him ? 

A. That he loved to be always Travelling 
abroad. 

6p What Reafons did he alledge for fo 

doing? 

A . He ufed to fay, That a Prince ought 
to imitate the Sm 9 who carries his Light 

I 3 through 
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through all the Corners of the World, and 
illuminates all the Regions of the Earth. 

g. How many Years did he fpend in Sur¬ 
veying the Empire ? 

A. Thirteen. 

^ And what obfervable things are re¬ 
ported of him, during this long Progrefs > 

A. Hefeparated the Britain* from the Pith, 
by a Wall Forty Leagues long, which took 
up the whole breadth of the Illand , and 
reached from the German- Ocean to the lrifh- 
Sea 5 it was like wife fortified by a Ditch of 
the fame length. 

4 ^ Wherefore built he this prodigious 
Wall* 

Jti To fecure the Britain* from the Inful ts. 
of the Fids, who were fo call’d from print* 
ing^ their naked Bodies, to make them look 
the more terrible to their Enemies. 

^ What did he befides ? 

A, He gave a King to the Germans , who 
were upon the point of Revolting, becaufe 
he did not look upon himfelf to be in a Ca¬ 
pacity to retain them in their Duty by 
force. 

How did he treat the Armenians ? 

A . He remitted the Tribute they were 
obliged to pay to the Roman Emperors, and 
gave them leave to Eledt a King of their 
own. 

What refped was it he fliow’d to the 
Memory of Pompey? 


4 . Having 
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A Having fen his Tomb in Egypt, which 
was below the Dignity of fo great a man, 
he canted a very Magnificent Sepulchre to be 

crefted^fo him. „, _ 

<*). Did not the Jurifconfults or Lawyers; 

principally flouuih under his Reign ? 

A They did , and Julian compoied tec 
Perpetual Edift by the Emperors Command, 
fctve as a Rule to all the Pnerors that ad- 
minillred Jultice in R me. It was call d FJi- 
Utm Perpetwtm, becaufe it was to continue m 
force for ever. 

&. After what manner died he? 

Z Being weary of living longer, and ha* 
vine frequently endeavour’d todifoatch him- 

fclf? he died at laft of bleeding^immoueratc- 
ly at the nofe, after he had'‘adoptee auw 

Antoninus, ~ 

g. How many Years did he poffeis the 

A. Twenty years, and Eleven months * 
being Seventy three years old. 

Whom did he Marry > 

A. Sabina , ‘Irajan s Neice.^ 

Jp. How did he govern his Soldiers. . 

A . By living juft as they did, and eating, 
their Amunition Bread, Bacon, andCheele, 
after the Example of Se/pw, JEmilianus, and 
MeteUus. 

Did not he much apply himfelf to the 
Study of Magick ? 

A. Yes. 

& Was he a man of Learning ? 

I 4 A. There 
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A. There was ne’re a man in his Empire 
who knew (b many feveral things in fo ma¬ 
ny feveral Profcffions. Betides, he had a pro¬ 
digious Memory, and could repeat by heart 
the ISLmes of all Places, Paffes of Rivers 
and his Soldiers, 5 

Q he take a pleafure to con verfe with 
Reamed Men ? 

A. Yes, and would always pretend to the 
Glory of having got the better of them in 
all Deputes, OneFavorinus , by Name, ha¬ 
ving own’d himfelf out-done by the Empe¬ 
ror, altho he could ealily have repell’d the 
force of his Arguments, if lie had been 
fo minded, and his Friends blaming him for 
it, ll^by, fays he, would yon not have me give 
place to the Man that has thirty Legions at his 
Command ? 

What particularly recommended him 
to the People? 

A. His Moderation and Clemency ; for 
after his arrival to the Empire, he would 
by no means revenge the Injuries that had 
been done him before. And having once 
met a Perfon that had offended him, fays 
he, Lou have efcaped , fmee 1 am made Em¬ 
peror* 

m Jt* What Learned Men flouriffi’d in his 
time? 

A. Vtolomy of Alexandria, the famous A- 
fhonomer. Fhlegon , Adrian s Liberties , who 
deferves fo well of Hiffory for his exadt 
Calculation of the Olympiads. Arrian who 

writ 


writ the Expedition of Alexander the Great* 

And Aulw GeUim , the Learned Author of the 
Nottes Attica. At the fame time thofe Mon- 
ftrous Hereticks, Bafilides , Carpocras , Mar- 
cion, and the GnofUckj , began to fbew their 
Heads, and difturb the Tranquillity of the 
Church. 

Antoninus Pius the Sixteenth Emperor» 

The Year of Rome 878. Of the Birth of J.C. 13 

© T^Rom whence came Antoninw ? 

JT A. He was a Gaul by Birth , and 
bom at Nifmet, a City of Languedoc. Fo* his - 
Clemency, and other Virtues, he had the • ■ 
Sirname of Pius bellow’d upon him. 
ea What was his mod ufual Saying? 

A. That he would rather chufe to pre¬ 
fer ve the Life of one Roman-Cltiien, than to 
kill a choufand Enemies. 

„P. Give me his Charadfer. 

A. He was the moft juft, and raoft mo¬ 
derate of all the Taman Emperors 5 and had 
left an unblemilh’d Name behind him, if - 
out of too warm a Zeal for his own gods, 
he had not fuller’d the Chriftians to be per¬ 
fected, in which Tempeft T'elefphorns and 
Hyghm , Bilhops of Home, fuffer’d Martyr- - 

donit ,, 

0 . What Reputation had he Abroad? 

A, Tho he never liirr'd out of Italy, and 
but fddoin out of Roms , yet he effe&ed 

j 5 more-'-. 
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more by the Authority of his Virtues, than 
any of his Predeceffors had done by their, 
Arms. Pharaf manes. King of Iberia , having 
feen and convers’d with him, immediately 
made thofe Conceffions which he had for¬ 
merly refufed* Vologefes , the Parthian , no 
fooner' read his Letter, but he quitted his 
pretences to Armenia 5 nay, the Indians and: 
Hercanians chofe him to be an Arbitrator of 
their Differences. 

Q* What Anfwer was it he gave his Wife 
Fmftina, when (he blam’d him upon the 
fcore of his being too liberal > 

A* He laugh’d at her Avarice 9 And don't 
you*kfiorr, fays he to her, that now we are in 
PoffeJJion of the Empire , we have nothing of 

own , but that it belongs ail to the Peo - 
pie. 

Q How did heferve Idle Perfbns. 

A* He Co far detefted them, that he turn’d 
out of their place? fuch as were unferviceable 
to the Publick, faying, Nothing was fo fcan- 
dalous, and indeed (o cruel; as to fufferthe 
Commonwealth to maintain thofe lazy 
Mouths thatdid nothing at all for it. 

Qi Did he love to vifit the Provinces of 
the Empire 

A* No: For, let a Prince, fays he, take 
never fo much care, yet his Retinue will be 
a Charge and Burthen to the People. 

Q Whom did he adopt for-, his Chil¬ 
dren? 

At Lucius 


( ) . 

A. Lucius Verusy and Marcus Aurelius i he 

save bis Daughter in Marriage to the UN 
! ter, and declar’d him his Succeffor. 

Jjh Pr3y give me an inftance of ms Mode¬ 
ration and Goodnefs? 

A Apollonius refufed to go to Court to 
teach Marcus Aurelius , pretending that a Ma¬ 
iler ought not to dance Attendance after his 
Schol ;r. Why,replies Antoninus ,’tis a wonder¬ 
ful thing that fo great a Philofopher as you 
are, thould find it a greater way from your 
Lodgings to the Court, than from Chalets to- 

Horn?. 

g). How died he ? 

,4.He died of an Indifpofition at ms Coun¬ 
try- houie.in the Seventy iixth year oi hisAgey 
alter he had rein’d Twenty two years, and 
Six months. 

&), WHiit Eminent Men ftounihd in his 

tlffiv ^ 

A. Grim of Pergamur , the Celebrated' 
Phylitian. Maximus Tyrius, a Viatcnickv 
lofopher. Ariian, who has left a 1st all Tracx* 
of NstuTaLHifiory# jujiin , the Abbreviates 
of 7 rogits PompihiS. And ViogatcsLaertius^ 
who writ the Lives of the I'niiofopheis. 
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Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Veru< 

making together the Seventeenth Em- 
peror. 

The. Year of Rome 901. Of the Birth of J. C . i6 u 

Was this Marcus Aurelius ? 
*Yj. i 4 ' S°n-in-Law to Antoninus. He 
was call d the Philofophcr, becaufe he appli- 
ed hirafelf very much to the Study of Philo. 
lophy , and by $c£t was a StoicJ(. ’ 
cSj* Who fhared the Empire with him > 
A \ Lucius Verus, his Brother, who had 
married his Daughter Lucilh. 

Q Was not this the firft time that two 
emperors held the Empire together ? 

A!* Yes. 

What was the reafon of making this 
Innovation ? 

A. Becaufe Adrian would not adopt An* 

*winus, hut upon this Condition, that when 
he arrived to the Empire, he ihould adopt 
Manus Aurelius , and that Marcus Aurelius 
ihould adopt Lucius Virus • 

What fort of a Charadfer had Virus in 
the World > 

A, He was too Effeminate, and too great 
3 : lover of his Pleafures. 

§t: What do Hiftorians obferve concern* 
ipghim?- 

e/fi Marcus; 


C tit > 

J Marcus Amelins having fent him to 
fiaht againft the Parthiant, he threw the 
whole burden of the War upon his Lieuie- 
nants, who obtain’d great Advantages over 

the Enemy. , , 

What did thefe two Emperors do at- 

terwards? 

Having triumph d over the Parthans , 
they declared War againft the Mammannu 
<3). What happen’d to Verm in this Expe¬ 
dition? . 

He died of an Apoplexy, 
g. And what did Manus Aurelius do upon 

his Death ? . a . r n 

A. He marched alone againft thefe Peo¬ 
ple whom by this time the Goths , the Van - 
dJs, the Samatians , the Smvi, and other 
Barbarous Nations had join’d. f 

^ What Succefs had Marcus Aurelius in 

this War? 

^ After a Difpute of Three years conti¬ 
nuance, he entirely defeated and fubdued 

What remarkable Accidents fell out in 

the Courfe of this War? 

A* The Marcomanni being thus over¬ 
thrown, the Emperor marching againft the 
QuadL was got into a Pound, andfurround- 
d on every fide by the Enemies. Nor w*s 
this all, for his Army was ready to perilh 
for want of Water •, but a Legion, wholly 
confiding of.Chriftians, by their earneft Pray¬ 
ers, obtain’d, fo plentiful a Shower of Rain, 
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that the whole Army was infinitely refresh’d 
by-it. 

Was there nothing more obfervable in 
it than this > 


# A* This Pvain was accompanied with pro¬ 
digious Thunder and Lightning, which only 
fell upon the Barbarims , and caft "them in¬ 
to fo great a Confuiion, that the Romans 
immediately charging them, cut them all ini 


pieces, 

Q How was this Legion named > 

A> Ftthninairix Lcgio j cr the Thundring 
Legion. b 

What Conceflions did the Empe¬ 
ror make to them in favour of this Mira¬ 


cle? 

He fiopt the Perfection again# the 
Chrifiians, whom till this time* at the In- 
/ligation of the Philofophers* by whom he 
was folely managed, he had mo# cruelly^ 
treated. In this Perfection, Fins, Ariettas, 
and Soter , Bilhops of Rome-, Jufiin Martyr, 
the Learned Apologift, and Polycarp , Bifhop, 
of Smyrna , receiv’d the Crown of Martyr¬ 
dom* 

What Men of No.'e lived in his 

time ? 

A, H.rmogenos the Rhetorician , Hmdes 
Atikits, and Atben&m whofc Learned Wri- - 
tings are fo highly valued by the Criticks. 
Fhilojbatus , a Sophifter, who writ that im¬ 
pudent Legend of Apollonius’s Life. Apu» 
Urns, an African, who fufiiciently difeovers. 


(183) 

Ms Country ty the harflmefs of Kis Stile. 
And Lucian , who from a Chriftian turning 
Atheift, employ’d his Satyrical Talent loll- 
berally upon the Chriftian and Heathen 
Priefthood and Deities. 

a What was his Wife’s Name ? 

A. Faullina , who was one of the molt 
barefaced lafeivious Women that ever lived. 

&K Did he not get himfelf Divorced from 

A. He could never be induced to ufe her 
foi faying. That he could not caft her off 
with Juftice, unlefs he return’d her oack 
her Dowry, which was the Empire. 

Where died he } 

A. In Fannonia (now Hungary) in the 
Sixty firft year of his Age. 

g. How long did he Reign- 
J. Nineteen years, and Ten days. 

To whom did he recommend his 

Son ? . . c 

A. To the gods and the Roman people, it 

he were worthy of it. 


Gommodus the Eighteenth E&ipevor, 

The Tear of Rome 920, Of the Birth of J. C. 1 80. 


Jg ixtho was Commodus ? 

W A. The Son of M. Aurelias, 

and the Luftful F aujtina. But feme fay that 
he was begotten by a Gladiator. 

What 
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g, Whit fort of a Prince did he make) 
A. He was the Handfomeft, but th? 
Lewdcft and mod Vicious man of his Aee 
As for the Ad minitf ration of State-Affaire* 
he wholly intruded them with Prnmu, 
Perfon of great Ambition and Cruelty 
whom he had confirmed his Prtfeftm PrJ. 
torij, or Captain of his Guards. 

What do Hitforians particularly re¬ 
late concerning him > 

A . That he was fo admirable an Ar¬ 
cher, that one day having order’d a Hun¬ 
dred Lyons to be let loofe one after anorher 
he kill'd them all. At another time he did 
the fame by «a Hundred Oitriches, and cut 
oflf their Heads with his Arro ws,which were 
headed in thefafhion of an Half-moon. 

Q. How did he behave himfelf towards 
his Siller Ludlla ? 

A. He caufed her to be put to death for 
having confpired to advance her ownHul- 
band to the Imperial Dignity, who was only 
a bare Senator of Rome. She was ririt mar¬ 
ried to the Emperor Verm, 

Qi Wherein did he (how his Ambition? 
A. In commanding himfc-lf to be call’d 
Hercules the Son of jupiter : Nor was his 
Cruelty lefs predominant than his Ambition; 
for he facrificed all thofe to his barbarous 
Reientments, of whom he had the leair 
fufpicion. 

^3 After what manner died he at laft ? 

A . He 
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A* He was poifon’d by his Concubine Mar- 
dti-i becaufe fhe came to underhand that he 
had refolved todifpatch her out of the way. 

g. How happen’d (he to receive that In¬ 
formation ? r , 

A> By the means of a Child who round 
the Emperor’s Table-Book, wherein fhe 

found her own Death deiign’d. 

Jg. What prompted him to ferve her fo r 

A. Commodui C who fpent his time at 
Court among Strumpets and Catamites, and 
abroad with Fencing-Mahers and Bullies ) 
had it feems refolv’d to lye in the Gladiators 
Amphitheatre, in order to go out with them, 
the next morning, and harangue the people 
in that blcfled Company; Now (he had taken 
the ireeaom to retnonftrate to him how 
mightily this would (ink his Reputation, and 
how contemptible it would render him to 
the whole world. . £ 

g. How long did this true tranfcript ot 
Nero and Caligula hold the Empire ? 

A. Twelve Years, Nine Months, and 
Fourteen Days, and died in the One and 
thirtieth Year of his Age. 

Pertinax the Nineteenth Emperor . . 

The Year of Rome 933. Of the Birth of J. C. 19 

l.ffO W was Pertinax defeended ? 

JnL A. He came of very mean Pa¬ 
rents ; he was a Ligurian ( a Gmoefe ) by 
7 Nation, 
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Nitioii) fir ft a Grammarian, and afrer wards 
tam’d Soldier. 

Did not he refufe the Empire ? 

A. Yes, but they compel l ? d him to ac¬ 
cept of if. He endeavour’d to avoid it by 
recommending Glabrio a Senator to their 
Choice, who, as he faid, was a man of far 
greater M;rit than himfelf. 

Q .• Pray acquaint me with his Chara&er > 

A. He was an exceeding Valiant, Dif- 
creet, Modeft, and Sweet-temper’d Prince; 
He would not fuflfer his Wife to be call’d 
Attgufta or Emprefs, nor his Son to be falu- 
ted by the Title of Cafar. 

Q .L VVhat happen’d to him > 

A. He was aflaflinated by hfs Soldiers 
Torec Months after he had been proclaim’d 
Emperor. 

Q* For whatreafon ? 

A. Becaufe he fliow’d himfelf too fevere 
towards them, and defign’d to keep them 
under Military Difcipline 5 fo they cut off his 
Head, and carried it to the Camp, where 
they fortified themfelves. Seeing no body 
ftir, they order’d one of the Soldiers to mike 
Proclamation, That the Empire was to be 
fold, and that he who bid the moft (hould 
be put into the Poflcffion of it by the Army. 

The Empire being thus offer’d to Cde, 
what Chapmen came in to buy fo great a 
Purchafe ? 

A. Only Two Senators, Sulpician the Go¬ 
vernor of HoftgCf and Julian ; but the latter. 

carried 
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carried it, becaufe he offer’d the greater 
Sum. 

Julian the twentieth Emperor . 

The Year e/Rome 933. Of the Birth of J.C> * 93 * 

ttTTH O was Julian? 

^ W A . Grandfon to the famous 

Lawyer of that name, who compofed the 
perpetual Edi& in Adrian’s time. Being pro- 
claim’d Emperor, and conduced to the he- 
nate-Houfe by his Guards, he made a very 
fine Speech to the Senators to thiseffea; 
You want an Emperor , and 1 am the fttufl prjon 

} <* Did not the People mutiny 

! Yes and refuted to acknowledge him, 
fay t he had ftole the Empire. 

® W hatbefelhim atlaft ? 

A. Saws , who was at that time Go¬ 
vernor of TisMtoffl&i being defired by the Ka 
mam to tike the Management of the Empire 
upon himfelf, revolted agitnft him. 

O. What Meafures did jnltan take to 
avoid this Stoim that threatned him fo > 

A a He offer’d to take him as Partner with 
him in the Empire. .. . 7 

n And did Severn accept the Condition-? 
He return’d him no Anfwer, but ftill 
advanced towards Rome-, which News fo 
difpirited Jitlian, that he Cent him word he 
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was ready to refign the Empire, providedht 
would give him his Life and Liberty. At hit 

u W r S r m “ rdcr ’ d h Y hfs own Soldiers, i„ 
the Fifty fixth Year of his Age; after he 
had reign d Two Months and Five Days. 

Severus the Twenty fir ft Emperor. 

Tkrear of Rome 933. of the Birth of j. c . , 9Ji 

^ whence came Severn ? 

. , A ' was originaliyan Africa 
and fazed on the Empire under a pretence 
? Death of Pertinax, which 

Jijtttgfg* the w “ as ° ,dte 

. ^ h e no Competitors in the Em- 
pire f 

A " , At 4 tt>inm fet up in Britain, and 
Niger in Syria 5 but he having with great Ce¬ 
lerity made himfelf Mailer of Rome, beat 

Force** ^ Stlata 8 em> and Ni &" b y open 

How did he effect it ? 

A . Not thinking it ad vifable to have two 
Enemies upon his hands at once, he takes off 
Albtnm by proclaiming him C£far, then pur- 
lues Niger, and after feveral (harp Encoun¬ 
ters takes and puts him to death. Having 
thus rid himfelf of Niger, he immediately 
marches towards Albimts, whom he defeats 
and Kills at Lyons • 

Whom 
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g. Whom did he take Partners with him 
la the Empire? 

A. Cdraulla and Gita, hisTwoborss. 

G) t Hew did he behave himfelf towards 
the Chriiiians ? 

An A Chriftian Soldier refufing to wear a 
Crown at a Donative, unhappily prov’d the 
^cation of a fad Perfecution, in which Ire - 
ms Biihop of Lyons, hid down his Life for 
the Truth. His great Favourite Phuthnm 
incited him to this Cruelty, hying held of 
this occahon to ferae the Fortunes and Eilatcs 
of feveral Perfons of Quality ihatwcre Chri¬ 
iiians. 

gK What became of him at la ft ? 

A. After he had. vanquifti’d a world of 
people, he pals’d over into 'Britain, whither 
being arrived, and not able to follow his 
Captains by reafon of the Gout which in- 
difpofed him. he received advice that his 
Son Bjfwius' was declared Ctfar by the 
Army. 

0 ^ And did not this News extremely 
mortify him ? 

A. He got himfelf immediately to be car¬ 
ried in a Litter, and commanded the New 
Emperor to be brought before him, with 
the Tribunes and Centurions, who were fo 
ftrangely affrighted at the Majefty which ap¬ 
pear’d in his Looks, that they implor’d his 
Pardon upon their Knees. 

How did he receive them ? 

At I wottld have you know, faid he to them. 
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that it if the Head which governs , and not the 
Feet. After this he fell dangerouilyfickj but 
Caracalla fearing that he would not dye, tried 
to corrupt his Father’s Phyfichns to poifon 
him. 

^ And did they comply with his defires > 

A. No 5 for which he remem bred them 
when he came to be Emperor, for he caus’d 
them all to dye. 

k I: Where did Severus end his days? 

A. At Torl^, being Sixty fix years old, 
after he had reign’d 17 Years, 8 Months, and 
3 Days. Here perceiving his la(i hour ap¬ 
proach , he cried out, 1 hare been ail that a 
Mm can be, but it ferves me in no field notv. 
i hen he order’d his Urn to be brought to 
him, wnerein his Allies were to be inclos’d • 
and taking it between his hands, L/ttleVrn, 
lays he, thm Jhalt contain that which the whole 
Wveld was not able to contain. 

What was his True Character ? 

He was Cruel, and had no regard to 
his Word. 

balhnce this, had he no other good 

Qualities ? 

A. He took delight to adminifier Juftice; I 
he was well skill d in the Laws, and prefer- 
ved a particular Eltecm for Papinian , the 
moft eminent Lawyer of that time. 

Q What did the Senate fay of him ? 

A. What had been formerly fa id of An* 
gufius , they now Laid of him, That it had 


been very advantagious for the Republic, if 

he 
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he had never been born, or had never died 5 
becaufe, as on the one fide he was fervice- 
able to the Commonwealth, fo on the other 
he vvas fomewhat too cruel. 

What may be farther faid of him ? 

A, The fame that was faid of M. Aureli¬ 
us, viz • That he had been happy if he had 
had no Children. He vvas exceedingly re¬ 
gretted after his Death. 
gh What Lcarngd men flourifli’d under 

his Reign ? 

J. Clemens Alexandrians a man of Llni- 
verfal Learning, who writ the Stromata \ 
fertuBian an Ecciefiaftic Author like wife, in 
Humor, Wit, and Stile, an African Mir.u- 
tins Fcslix, who writ an Elegant Defence of 
the Chrilrhn Religion, woithy of A uJulius's 
Age: With feveral more of a lower rank. 

Caracalla and Geta, making together 
the 'Twenty fecond Emperor . 

The Year of Rome 951. Of the Birth of J. C. a 11. 

g.npO whom fell the Empire after the 
JL Death of Severn , who died in Bri¬ 
tain ? 

A. To his Two Sons, whom he carried 
along with him in that Expedition. 

jg. For what reafon did he carry them 
with him ? 

A. To remove them from Rome, where 
they lived in all manner of Excefs- 

0. What 
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gi What was Geta* s Character } 

A. He was of a fweet eafy Difpolition, 
as his Brother CaracaVa was naturally brutilh 
and outragious. 

What barbarous AdHon did that Mon¬ 
ger commit in the Second Year of his 
Reign ? 

A. He kill’d his Brother Geta with his 
own hand, in the prefence of his Mother 
Julia, m 

Whit other Inftances can you give 
me of his Cruelty ? 

A. He not only put above Two thou find 
ptirfons toDeath for adhering to hisBrother’s 
Party, but he banifhcd feveral more, and 
cut off Pitpiwarf s Head. 

f$. For what reafon ? 

A. Becaufe herefufed to flatter his Crime} 
for having defired him to write an Apology 
to cxcufe his Brother’s Death, this eminent 
Lawyer told him, That it was much eaiier 
to Commit a Parricide, than to jultity it. 

What is it that Hiiiorians report of 
his Anther Julia ? 

A. That (he had the Impudence to marry 
him, after Gao’s Death. 

<=?• What Perfon did Caracalla imagine 
him ft If to be ? 

A, He fancied he was Alexander the Great, 
becaufe his Head lean’d a little upon one 
Shoulder, as that Prince’s did. 

What is particularly obfervable con* 
cerning his Reign ? 


A. That 
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ji. That the Empire was never fo harafs’d 
with Impofls and Taxes, as it was under this 
Monfter of Prodigality. 

g. What was the reafon why he op- 
prefs’d his Subje&s fo feverely ? 

J, He would frequently maintain, That 
Money ought not to be lodged in private 
hands, but that all (hould go to his Exche¬ 
quer to be diflributed among the Soldiers. 

What became of him at daft ? 

A, While he was making War againft 
the Partbians , he writ to Materninus , Gover¬ 
nor of Rome, to confult the Aftrologers, to 
know what fortune Macrintts the Vrafefius 
Tmorij would come to. 

gj. To whom was the Governor’s Anfwer 

carried ? 

A. It was deliver’d to CaracaVa himfelf, 
while he was bulled in managing a very fine 
Horfe in the prefence of Mactinut . 

And did he read it > 

A . Nov he gave it to Macmw to read, 
who fpoke not one word of it to the Em¬ 
peror, but wholly employ’d himfelf to find 
out a perfon that would kill him. 

Did he find one ready to execute his 
defign ? 

A . He met one Martial after a little fearen, 
whofe Brother Caracalla had put to death, 
who receiv'd this Commiffion with great ea- 
gernefs, and run him through the body 
while he was eafing Nature. 

4J. How long did he reign ? 

K A . Six 
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A. Six Years, Two Months, and Five 
Days. 

g. Was he beloved by the People } 

A . No 5 he was hated by all the world, 
except the Soldiers only, who regretted his 
Lofs by reafon of the exceflive Largeffes he 
frequently beftow’d upon them. 

Macrinus and his Son, making together 
the Twenty third, Emperor• 

The Tear of Rome 957. Of the Birth of J. C. 217, 


J^T^Rom whence came Macrinus ? 

JP A. He was a Moor by Birth, and 
of a very mean condition at firft. 

<■§. What Ration was he in when they 
proclaim’d Kim Emperor. 

A. He was the ¥ rtf dins Prttorij. 

^ Whom did he alTociate with himfelf 
in the Empire ? 

A. His Son Diadumenur, 

^ What remarkable things do we read 
of Macrinus* 

A, He made a Peace with the Partisans j 
and in his return to Rome divided his Ainjy 
into two Bodies, that they might march 
home two feveral ways, but this divifion oc- 
ca hon’d his ruin. 

^ Pray tell me how ? 

A* Mtfa Sifter to the Emprefs Julia, re¬ 
commended to the Soldiers (who you muft 
know had no great aftc&ion for Macrinus ) 

a young 
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a young Gentleman about Nineteen Years 
old, the Son of her daughter Semiamira , who 
as they commonly pretended was Caracatia’s 
Baftard, and they call’d him Heliogabalus . 

How did the Soldiers relifti this Pr©^ 
pofition ? 

A, They immediately proclaim’d him Em¬ 
peror, becaufe they loved him for his Fa¬ 
ther’s fake j and he for his part marches di¬ 
rectly towards Macrinus, and defeats him. 

&K What became of Macrinus f 

A. He was kill’d as he endeavour’d to 
fave himfelf in the City ef Antioch ; and 
Ihortly after his Son Diadummus was flain by 
the order of the Emperor Heliogabalus . 

How long did he and his Son reign ? 

A* One Year and Two Months. 


Heliogibalus the Twenty fourth Etn* 
ptror . 

The Tear of Rome 959. of the Birth of J. C. 219. 

J^TTTTHofeSon was Heliogabalus ? 

Vv A. The Soil of Caracal!a. 

Q. What iignifies this word Heliogaba - 
Itts ? 

A. A Pritft of the Sun. 

X^ What remarkable thing is related of 
him ? 

A* He intended to deftroy the Religion 
of the Romans , and commanded that only 
the Sun Oiould be adored. 

K 2 §. What 
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<2^ What fort of a Prince was he? 

A . A Prodigy of a man, wholly aban¬ 
don'd to all Lewdnefs and Debauchery. 

Q. To whom was he married in the 
quality of a Wife ? 

A* To Hierocles , his Slave. 

Jg. What orders did he give this Slave ? 

A. To beat him well-favour’dly when he 
found him guilty of any Excefs. 

And did the Slave take him at his 

word ? 

A . Yes i and fometimes belabour’d his 
Imperial Sides fo heartily, that he made 
him black and blew all over,which the other 
bore very dutifully , comforting himfelf, 
That a Wife was oblig’d in Confcience to 
fuiFer every thing from her Husband. 

What did he do after this ? 

A. He eftabliihes a Senate of Women , 
and makes his Mother the Prefidentof them. 

Q. What did this wife Aflembly debate 
about ? 

A, The Habits and Ornaments of Wo* 
men, together with their Amours and In¬ 
trigues. 

Q, Whom did he adopt for his Succeffor. 

A • Bajptnus, his Coulin-German, whom 
he call’d Alexander* 

What kind of a Man was Alexander ? 

A» He had fo many valuable Qualities to 
recommend him , that he foon gain’d the 
Affe&ion of all the Romms, 


Did 
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Did not Hdiogabaltts become jealous 

ef him ? , , 

A . Yes, and defign’d to put him to death. 
Q. What happen’d upon this ? 

A. His Guards being acquainted with his 
wicked intention > affailinated Heliojtdbalus $ 
and threw his Body into the Tiber. 

<2^ How old was he then ? 

A. He was Twenty two years old, and 
had reign’d Three Years, Nine Months, and 
Four Dc*ys. 

jg. What Eminent men flourifti’d at this 

time ? f , 

A. Origen of Alexandria^ who fo learned¬ 
ly defended the Chriliian Religion againit 
the Attacks of Cel fits» 

Alexander the Twenty fifth Emperor . 

The Tear of Rome Of the Birth of $. C. a a a. 

O.TTTTHat Account do Hiftorians give of 
this Alexander ? 

A. He was one of the greateft Princes 
that ever liv’d, and his Gondudf was equally 
confpicuous in Peace and War. 

Q. What did he look after in the begin¬ 
ning of his Reign? t 

A. His tirft care was to adminmer Jultice 
to all the world 5 next he turned the Flat¬ 
terers and Buffoons out of the Court, 
i. What other Regulations did he make ? 
A. He prohibited the Sale of any Offices, 
K 3 as 
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as being Tatisfitd that none made a fcruple 
to fell what they had bought. 

^ What did he allow them in lieu of 
this ? 

J. He fettled honourable Salaries upon all 
thofe whom he conflituted Governors of 
Provinces, left they (hould fqueeze and op- 
prefs the people. 

JL What is reported of his Piety > 

A. That he fecrctly honour’d Jefus Chrift 
in his Clofet. 

Q What other remarkable Paiges oc¬ 
cur in his Hiftory ? 

A, In Heliogabalus's time there was a fee 
©f Cheats, commonly call’d Selim of Smofa 
becaufe they took Money of people to fob 
Jicite their builnefs, and help them to Pre¬ 
ferment, but never did any thing for them. 

•Q- Were there any of this Gang under 
tlae Emperor Alexander ? 

A. One of this hopeful Fraternity had 
it feems taken a Hundred Crowns of a Sol¬ 
dier, and promis’d to obtain of the Empe¬ 
ror a certain Office which he was dciirous of. 

> And when Alexander knew of it how 
did he ferve him ? 

A. He faftens him to a Port, where he 
was choak’d by the fmoke of a heap of 
wcod which was fet on lire about him. 
Over the Poft this Infcription was to be 
leen, Fumoperiit qui fumum vendidit , He. that 
fold Smoke is flifled by Smoke. 


4- Did 


(199 > 

Q. Did any conliderable Revolution hap¬ 
pen in Alexander's Reign ? 

A. Artaxerxes King of the P erf am, after 
he had defeated the P^iaw/in feveral Bat¬ 
tels, and kill’d their King Artabanm , who 
was the hit of the Family of the Atfacid 
which had flourished Four hundred years, 
re- ethablidies the Empire of the Perpan/i 
This exceedingly alarm’d AlexanderSeveruty 
by reafbn of the frequent If roads the Per m 
font made into the Rc-mw Territories. 

JJ. v\ hat great Exploits did Alexander 
perform after this ? 

A, Having reviv’d the old Military Duct- 
pline, he defeated the Perfuru in the Eaft, 
and overcame the Africans in Mauritania^ 
At lad, wholly taming his thoughts upon 
the German War, he with his Mother Mamr 
tnea was (lain by his Soldiers at Mentz, in the 
2pth. year of his Age, having reignd Thir¬ 
teen Years, and Nineteen days. Twas his 
Mother’s Penurioufnefs that ruin’d him with 

the Army. . 

6 ). What Eminent men nouuui d m his 

Reign ? 

A. Dim Ci$tu> twice honour’d with the 
Confular Dignity, who writ the Roman Hi¬ 
ftory very acurately in Greek.* The great eft 
pan of this Excellent Work is now loft ; 
which is chiefly attributed to his Abbreviator 
Xipbilinus, a Coifisntinopelitan Monk. Thus 
the lofs of TrogH* Fompeius isimputed to /«- 
llm y as that of Livy to Lmim Fiom. 

1 K4, Maxi- 
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Maxi min and bis Son^ waking together 
the Trventy fixth Emperor. 

The Year of Rome 975 \Of the Birth ofj.C.z 35. 


TT/flofc Son was this Maximin ? 
VV A. A Shepherd’s, in a fmall 
Village of Thrace. 


j£J. What Stature was he of ? 

A . An extraordinary one, being Eight 
Foot high $ and befides he was fo ftrong, 
that he could draw a Chariot as heavy laden 


as two Horfes could draw. 


How got he himfelf advanced to the 
Empire ? 

A. By a Fallon of the Soldiers. He was 
the firft Emperor that without any Decree of 
the Senate obtain’d the Purple by the foie 
Authority of the Army. 

What method did he take to preferve 
himfelf in this Dignity ? 

A. After he had fuccefsfully ended the 
Wars of Germany , he exercifed great Cruel¬ 
ties in Rome 5 Some he faflned to Croffes, 
where they miferably perilh’d ; others he 
baited in the Skins of Beads, and expos’d 
them to Tigers and Lions; others were 
kill’d with BafHnadoes; in Hiort, there was 
no fort of Barbarity to be named, which he 
did nor ufe. 


<2j. Did not thefe Brutalities draw the 
avcrlion of all the world upon him ? 

A. The 
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A. The Senate declar’d him an Enemy to 
the Republic. 

Who fail made Head againfthim? 

A. Gordianus the Governor of Afric , a 
man Eighty years old, was, together with 
his Son, againft his will elevated to the Em¬ 
pire ; but Fortune eroding his Attempts, 
and his Son bcing.flain by the Moors , the old 
Gentleman out of dcfpair hang’d himfelf. 

g. When the Senate heard of the death 
of thefe two great men, whom did they eledfc 
for their Emperor ? 

A. BAbim and Pupknus , two of their 
own Body. 

Q. Was not Maximin highly incens’d, at 
the - ‘roceedings of the Senate ? 

A He immediately quitted the Sarmatian 
War, and marching into Italy at the Head of 
his Army he belieged Atj’tdcia^ which was- 
the full Cicy he met in his way, and was at 
that time the finch and moil flouriihiog; 
Town in all Italy. 

g. Who fignalh'd themfelvcs in this 
Siege ? 

A. The Women ; for the Soldiers want¬ 
ing Cordage to firing their Bows, and ferve 
the Machines that were employ'd in throw¬ 
ing of hones, they cut off their own Hair*, 
and made Cords of it. 

g. What became of Miximtn ? 

A . His Soldiers llew him and his Sgo hr 
his Tent, becaufe he had occaiion’d the death - 
of fo many of them. 

K>-5-> How' 
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Q. How long did he and his Son reign ? 
A* Two Years and fome Months. 

Balbinus and Pupienus, making together 
the Twenty Jevent h Empty or. 

%e Year of Rome 978. of tbs Birth of J.C. 238. 

pSrIJY whom were Balbinus and Tupicnus 
JL> own’d to be Emperors ? 

A, By the Senate ? 

§1 Upon what condition ? 

A- That they ihould adopt young Gordi - 
anus for their SuccdTor in the Empire , the 
Grand fon of him that hang’d himfelf in 
4 frh. 

S ,h How long did they reign together? 
A. Nine or ten months. 

What happen’d at laft 
A. Balbinus and Pupienus became jealous 
of young G or dianus, feeing him fo mightily 
beloved by every one, and therefore had 
agreed for their own fecurity to difpatch 
him j but the Soldiers prevented-their De¬ 
sign, and kill’d them. 


Gc*f 
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Gordianus the Younger, the Twenty 
eig hth Emperor • 

The Year of Rome 978.' of the Birth of J. C. 23 1 . 


©r-w-THofe Son was this Gardiannt ? 

VV A’ Grandfon, as we obferv’d > 
before, to Gordianus the Governor of Afric . 

g. How old was he when he arrived to 
the Empire ? 

A. He was 17 Years old. 

^ In whom did he repofe the greateft 


confidence ? 

A . In his Father-in Law M/fitbetts, who 
was the Pr<ef< 8 us Priori], and was fo well 
fanstk-d of his Conduft and Valour* that , 
tho He himfelf was prefent in the Army, 
yet he would have it wholly commanded by- 
him. 

^ What a&ions did he perform ? 

A. By the advice of Mifttbeus he opens- 
the Temple of Janus , and marches diretSfc- 
ly againfi thsPerfians who then threatnedv 


Italy. 

g. What Conquefts did he make ? 

A. He retook Cana, Niflbis, and fome 
other Cities. 

What other remarkable things hap-- 
pen’d under his Reign ?' 

A. In the Sixteenth Year of it Philip on 


Arabian , by the afliftance of hi! Phyficians, 
poifon?d Mifrtfmtu 

^What: 
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c§. What did this Philip do afterwards > 

A. He got himfelf declared Emperor in 
the prefence of Got dianus, who fearing fur¬ 
ther mifchief from this perfidious Villain, 
defired him at leaft to give him the place of 
Fr£feftus Pr£torij. 

And did he give it him ? 

A . No, he refus’d him 9 but fearing the 
Soldiers would reftore this young Prince to 
his Throne again, he caus’d him to be mur¬ 
der’d. 

§!*, Was the Army concern’d for his 
Death ? 

A. Itfofar aflfe&ed them_, that they erect¬ 
ed a Tomb to him with this following In- 
fcription: To the Divine Gordianus, Conque¬ 
ror of the Perfians, the Goths,the Sarmatians, 
and the Germans, hut not of the Philips. 

Q- How long did he reign ? 

A . Three Years and fix days. 

Did nothing remarkable happen a- 
bout this time ? 

A . The Goths , whofe name before was 
unknown to the Romans , now daily began 
to pour forth vafl fwarms of men upon the 
Outskirts of the Empire, which at laft ter¬ 
minated in the Ruin of it. Thefe barbarous • 
people carried every thing like a vaft Inun¬ 
dation before them, and eredfed Kingdoms 
not only in all the Southern Provinces of Eu¬ 
rope, but extended their Conquefts as far as 
Afric. They firft introduced the Feudal Law 
into this part of the World, and fettled fixe 

Reve- 


i 205 > 

Revenues in Land, .and Temporal Ju,if- 
diaions upon the Church, which before con- 
iillcd of nothing but Voluntary Oblations. 

Philip and hh Son, making together the 
Twenty ninth Emperor. 

0 ■f'R.om wbenee came this Fbilip ? 

H A. He was an Arabian by birth. 

Q What Measures did he take to fecure 

himfelf of the Empire? 

A. As he thought it advifable to conceal 
his Crime from the Senate, he tent them 
word that Gordianus died a Natural Death 5 
fo that it was no difficult matter for him to 
obtain of them to confirm the Choice which 

* the Army had made of him. 

Did he take any Partner m the Em¬ 
pire ? 

A . Yes, hisSon. , 

How long did they reign ? 

A. Five Years and fome Months i after 

which they were both affaflinated alrnoS at 

the fame time ; the Father in a Sedition 
which happen’d at Verona , and the Son at 

Kt ®.’ What men of Note flouriih’d now ? 

A. Plotinus a celebrated Plamijt, and a 
Difciple of Origen , who taught with great 
Applaufe at K omeh and St. Cyprian a moft 
Eloquent Father, and Ornament of the A- 
frican Church. 


Decius 
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Decius the 'Thirtieth Emperor* 

The Year of Rome 989. Of the Birth of J. c 249. 

&TN what Hation was Deems before he 
i got Poffeffion of the Empire ? 

A, He was nothing more than a Senator; 
Q. How did he arrive to the Supreme* 
Dignity ? 

. A- Bein g tent by Philip to appeafe a Se¬ 
dition which had arofe in Pannmia , he was 
there chofen Emperor by the very Authors 
of that Commotion, who difcover’d all forts 
of good qualities in him; and indeed he 
had only one fault, which was his exceifive 
Cruelty to the Chriftians. 

What did he enjoin them to do ? 

A. They wet e conftvain'd by all i^inner 
of Tortures and Puniftunmts to offer Sacri¬ 
fice to Idols. 

S\ Was he engaged in any War? 

A. He fought again! 1 the Goths., hut was 
miferably overthrown by them, hf Son 11 Sn 
in his fight, and himfelf loll in. a Marilh, 
whither he fled by the Advice uf Gjiiusti 
five himfelf. 

g. How long did he reign > 

A . Near Three Years. 

Q. What remarkable thing out in his 
time ? 

A. ’Tisfaid he was the < r of the 
Seventh Perfection, to avc • iform, 

fever ah 
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feveral Chriftians fled into Woods and 
Caves i and particularly Paulus of Egypt , 
the Patriarch of the Hermits, being taken 
with the Charms of a Solitary Life, here 
laid down the firrt Scheme of Monkery. 
Among others. Pope Fabian loft his Life * and 
Origen was taken into Cuftody and impri- 
fon’d, but to avoid Death he was prevail’d 
upon to offer Incenfe to Idols. 

What other Paffages happen’d > 

A* At the fame time Novattts and Nova- 
tianus made a Schifm in the Church, and the 
abovemention’d St. Cyprian Bifbop of Car¬ 
thage flourifh’d 5 who in the Year of our 
Lord 25 <5, under the Pontifical of St. Ste* 
then , having affembled a Council at Carthage, 
declar’d the Baptifm of Hereticks to be null 
and void, and thatfuch Perfons ought to be 
rebaptiz’d : However, he effac’d this Error 
by his Martyrdom, which happen d in the 
time of Vakriantts . 

Gallus and Volufianus his Son , making 
together the Thirty fir ft Emperor . 

The Year of Rome 991. Of the Birth of J. C. 251. 

Q.X T TH O was this Gallus ? 

k \ry A. He was Lieutenant of Vi¬ 
tim's Army. ,, ,. r 

How came he to be proclaim d em¬ 
peror? 


A By. 














ctur. 
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4. By the Soldiers after the death of n,. 

P C 


& What means did he ufe to fecure him. 
fel* in the Empire ? 

A. He procur’d his Eli&ion to be rati- 
fied by the Senate. 

Q When he was at Rome, what did he 
do? 

affociated his Son Volitfianus with 
him in the Empire. 

What did he do belides this? 

A* He likewife adopted the Son of D fi . 
dius. 

Q Why did he take this young Vidus a 
Partner with him ? 

A. To quiet the minds of the Romm 

but fhortly after he caufed him to be joi- 
foned. r 

^ What became of Calm at Jaft ? 

A> He and his Son were murder’d bv their 
own Army for their Cowardice. 

gK How long did they reign ? 

A. Two Years and Four Months. 


■‘Emilianus the Thirty ficond Emperor . 

The Year of Rome 994. Of the Birth of J. C. aj 4 . 

^TJ»R°m whence came JEmiliatmj ? 

JT A. He was a Moor by Birth. 

Q What Officedidhe bear when he was 
nnde Emperor? 

He was Governor of Pannoma. 

By : 
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By whom was he proclaimed Em¬ 
peror ? 

A. By the Soldiers, becaufe he had beaten 
back the Scythians who had made an Inroad 

into that Country. 

How long did he reign ? 

A* No longer than Three Months. 

6 What happen’d to him then ? 

A. He was kill’d by the very fame Sol¬ 
diers who Three Months before had pro¬ 
claim’d him Emperor, 
g. What made them ferve him fo ? 

A . Becaufe they defpifed him by reafon 
of his mean Parentage, 
g^ Whom did they deft in his place ? 

A, Vahrmnt , Governor of Germany and 
Gaul , an experienc’d Captain, and a man of 
Quality. 

Valerianus the Thirty third Emperor. 

The Year of Rome 994. Of the Birth of J. C. »$ 4 . 

g.TXTHat fort of a man was Valerianus f 
A . He poffefs’d all the good 
qualities that make an Excellent Prince, 
g. Was he a Succefsful General ? 

A. No* for he lolt every Battel he 

fought. . 

g. Whom did he aflociate with him in 

the Empire ? 

A . His Son. 

Q . How did he treat the Chriftians ? 

A. At 
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A. kt the Inftigarion of a certain Magi, 
cian, and of Micrtnus the Pra?fe&, he rais’d 
a terrible Perfection again# them, in which 
Sr. Lawrence was burnt upon a Gridiron. 

g. What memorable things happen’d in 
his time ? 

A. The Barbarians committed great Ra- 
y ages upon all the Provinces of the Empire. 

£• Did not Valemnus ufe his bell endea¬ 
vours to hop their Proceedings ? 

A. He did 5 and after he had attack'd 
the Scythians, ( who had r,ken CkOeedn, 
burnt Nice, and the famous Temple of Dia¬ 
na at Epbejuj) he turn'd his Forces againft 
Scores King of the Per fans t but was taken 
PrrfoiKxin that War. 

How did they ufe him when they had 
him in their power } 

A. He was treated by that cruel King 
with all the Indignity imaginable, for he 
made a Foothool of him to mount his 
Horfe, and at laft order’d him to be flea’d 
and faked. 

When his Son Gallienus heard of his 
Father’s Captivity, did not he employ his 
utmoft Power to deliver him from if. 

A. No; and when a Me/Tenger came to 
acquainthim with his Death, he replied ra¬ 
ther with the Stupidity of a Barbarian , than 
the Sedatencfs of a Fhilofopber , That he kpttv 
very mil bis Father was hern mortal , and fubjeci 
4o aH tbs accidents of Fortune* 


g. What 
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Qz What extravagant a&ions did he ever 
commit ? 

A. He was vain enough to make a fort of 
a Triumph, wherein was to be feen a man 
clad in Royal Veftments, refembling Sapores, 
loaded with Chains, and follow’d by feve- 
ral others that reprefented the Perfian Cap¬ 
tives, as if he had really vanquiflied the King 
of Per fa. 

g. Did none of the Spe&ators laugh at 
this ridiculous Show ? 

A . Some Senators made very merry upon 
this occafion, and drawing near the fight, 
they asked aloud, Where was their Emperor 
Valerianus f 

W ; hen Gallienus heard of it, how did 
herefentit? ‘ 

A. He commanded all thofe that took 
this liberty, to be burnt. 

How long did Valerianus reign ? 

A . Six or feven years. 

Gallienus the Thirty fourth Emperor. 

The Tear of Rome 999. of tbs Birth of J. C. *59. 

^\T7 HofeSon was * 

W A* The Son of Valerianus . 
What remarkable Accidents happen’d 
in the world when he fuccecded his Father ? 

A . All the Provinces belonging to the 
Komans delign’d to throw off their Yoke, 
and the refpe^ive Governors of them caus’d 

them- 
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themfelves to be proclaim’d Emperors $ f 0 
that befides Gallicnus , the Roman Empire 
might reckon Thirty Ce/W or Tyrants. 

ils Who was it that llopt the progrefsof 
the Enemies of the Empire > 

A. Odenatus King of Palmyra, a Generous 
Heroic Prince, not only retook Nifibis and 
Carr* , and wrefted Mffotamia out of the 
hands of the Perfians , bur he put their Mo¬ 
narch to flight, kill’d him abundance of his 
Soldiers, and fent feveral of his Satrap*, or 
Peers, in Chains to Gallienus. 

g. What did Gallienus do with thefe Pri- 
foners ? 

A, This (candalous Prince was not a- 
fliam’d to Triumph over them, tho he had 
no (hare in the A&ion. 

Q What Recoin pence did GaUienus make 
to Odenatus ? 

A Some years after, in conflderation of 
the Victories he had gain’d, and the great 
Services he had done, he made him his Part¬ 
ner in the Empire \ but one of his own Re¬ 
lations becoming jealous of him, murder’d 
him and his Son Herod . 

Mur Odenatus was dead, who took 
the Government in hand > 

A . His Wife Zenobia , a Woman of an un¬ 
daunted Spirit, and of a Chaiiity equal to her 
Courage, who perform’d thofe Miracles a- 
gainft the Perfians , the Arabians , the Scythians , 
and the Armenians, that fhe vvill be always 
reckon’d among the greaceit Heroines of 
her Sex. What 
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^ What memorable A&km happen d 
about this time ? 

A. The Franks, a Warlike and Powerful 
People, now began to make a Figure m the 
world, and breaking out of Germany into 
Gaul in procefs of time made themfeives 
Mailers of all that large Countrey, from the 
Ocean and the Rhine, to the Alpes and Py- 

m Q[ what did the Principal Officers of 

the Roman Army do ? 

A Finding: that GaUienus was not capable 

to defend the Empire, they icfolv’d to eUd 
Claudius > a Man of Quality and Merit. 

What became of Galliemts at lait. 

A. He was affaffinated near Milan, with 
his Brother Valerius, as he went to give Bat¬ 
tel to the Tyrant Aureolas. 

O How long did he reign ? 

A, Almoft Eight Years. 


Claudius II. the thirty fifth Emperor . 

The Year of Rome I008. Of the Birth of J. C. 26S. 

4\T7 Hat f° rt a man was this Clalt ~ 

°^W' dius the fecond ? n 
A. One of the greateft as well as the 
moft accotriplilh’d Princes of his time. 

& How did he employ himfelf as loon 

as he was advanc’d to the "l hrone ? 

A. The firft thing he did was to deteat 

Aureolas , who in GaUienus s time had got 
' him- 
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himfelf to be proclaim’d Emperor at Mi. 
Ian . 

^ What meafures did Aumlut take > 

A. He offer’d to own him as the Rightful 
Emperor, provided he would leave him what 
he poffefs’d in Italy . 

^ What Anfwer did Claudius return? 

A . That he had done well to have 
made fuch a Proportion to Gallienus , but 
as for himfelf he was refolv’d to make him 
know his duty, and furrender upon difcre- 
tion. 

What remirkible Action did Claudius 
afterwards perform ? 

A. Having defeated Aureolas , he marched 
againlt an Army o iGotbs, conlilting of Three 
hundred ihou'and men, that ravag’d and de- 
ftroy’d J;ia Minor, 

Which tide obtain'd the Vi&ory > 

A. Claudius gave the Goths a great Over¬ 
throw, and funk Two thoufand of their 
Ships. 

<§1 What Simame was bellow’d upon him 
for chb gallant Exploit ? 

A. That of Gothicus. 

Q* What died he of? 

A. Of the Plague, after he had reign’d 
about Two Years, 


Quin- 


Quintillus the Thirty fixtb Emperor. 

the Year of Rome 10 »o. Of the Birth of J. C. 270. 

0 . rX 7 H°fe Son was Quint ilus ? 

W ^..The Sonof Claudius, 

Q. How was he proclaim’d Emperor ? 

A, By the Soldiers, after the Death of his 
Father. 

Q\ How long did he reign ? 

A. No more than Fifteen Days. 

Q, What Misfortune betel him then? 

A- He was kill’d in a Mutiny by the ve¬ 
ry fame Soldiers that had made him Em¬ 
peror, 

What Learned men flourifh’d at this 

time ? 

A . Longinus, a great Favourite of Zeno* 
hia , and a molt excellent Orator and Critic, 
who in his Treatife de Subltmi makes ho¬ 
nourable mention of Mofis $ and Porphyry , 
zjav by Nation, hrft a Chrillianand after¬ 
wards an Apoftate, but a molt Acute Phiio- 
fopher. 

Aurelianus the Thirty feventh Emperor . 

g.T^ om whence came Aurelianus ? 

JL A, He was of a very mean Eirth, 
and came from Vannoma. 

What fort of a man was he ? 

A. He was extremely Generous, but with¬ 
al 
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al Cruel and Bloody, which occafion’d the 
famous Saying, That he was a good Phyficia 
but tool ^ away too much blood. 

What did he do as foon as he was 
ele&ed Emperor ? 

A, He wore a Diadem, which none of 
his PredeceflTors had ever done before him. 

Jj). Did he make any Warlike Expeditions? 

A . He vanquidl’d the Germans and Marco- 
manni in Vinddicta , which comprehended the 
fameTradfc of Ground as Bavaria does now. 
Then marching towards the Eaft, he takes 
Zcnobia Prifoner, recovers Egypt, and all Afia, 
and in ftiort, enlarges the Empire to its An¬ 
cient Bounds. 

W hen the Wars were over, how did 
he employ himfelf ? 

A, He triumph'd at Rome , and his lllu* 
iirious Captive Zen obi a made nofmall part of 
the Spedhcle ; but he was enrag’d at fome 
Seditions which had arofe there in his ab- 
fence, the Authors of which he feverely pu- 
r.ifh’d j nay, even fome Senators, for faults 
which a milder Prince would have pafs’d by. 

^ How did the Romans relidi this Seve¬ 
rity ? 

A. They b?gan to fear him, and fay that 
he deferv’d to be afTalfinated. 

Jg. Where, and after what manner died 
he? 

A. In Thrace , where he lay with a power¬ 
ful Army to attack the Perfians 5 and as he 
was upon the March between Byzantium and 

- Heracles, 
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tieraclea , he was flain by Mucaporus at thein- 
ftigation of Mnejjtheus , his Freed-man and 
Secretary. 

^ How long did he reign ? 

A, Five Years compleatly. 

Q, Was his Death unreveng’d ? 

A . No ; for the Villany of Mnejiheus being 

immediately difeover’d, he was condemn’d to 
be thrown to Wild Beafts, and the whole 
Army celebrated the Funeral of Aurdianus 
after a moil Magnificent manner. 

Tacitus the Thirty eighth Emperor . 

The Tear of Rome 1015. Of theBirth ofJ.C. 27?. 

Si \ Fter the Emperor Aurelianm was 
/A. thus (lain in Thrace , whom did they 
chufe to fucceed him ? 

A. The Soldiers writ to the Senate to de- 
fire them toeleft an Emperor. 

And what Anfwer did the Senate re¬ 
turn ? 

A. They excufed themfelves, faying, 
they would leave it to the Army. 

XJ. What happen’d upon this ? 

A. An Interregnum of Eight Months; the 
Senate and Army complementing one ano¬ 
ther about the Honour of creating an Em¬ 
peror. 

Who was proclaim’d Emperor at long 

run ? 


L 


A, Ta* 
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A. Tacitus, who was ele&ed by the Se¬ 
nate. 

^ How old was he at that time ? 

A* He was Seventy Years old, and reign’d 
Six Months. 

^ Where died he? 

A, At Tarfur a City of Cilicia, of a Fever, 
occafion’d by the Fatigues he was oblig’d to 
endure in his War againft the Scythians . 

Pray acquaint me with his Chara&er? 

A . He was grave, and of a fweet difpo- 
fition, temperate, and capable to govern 
very well ; he was fober at his Meals, he 
loved Hunting and Building, which he un- 
derftood perfedfrly well : And what defcrves 
particular mention, he valued himfelf upon 
being a Namefake and a Relation of that 
Eminent Hillorian Tacitus . 


Floiianus the Thirty ninth Emperor . 

The Tear of Rome loif. Of the Birth of J.C.i 7$. 


^TTTHO fucceeded Tacitus ? 

VV A. His Brother Flotianus . 

Did his Reign laft long? 

* A, No; for two or three Months after 


his Ele&ion, feeing Probus was ele&ed Em¬ 
peror by the greateti part of the Army, he 
open'd a Vein, and after that manner died, 
in the Year of J. C. %y 6. 


Probus 
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Probus the Fortieth Emperor. 

The Year of Rome 10 16. Of the Birth of J, C. 276. 

Q- \fy 7 Hofe Son was Probus ? 

He was according to fome 
the Son of a Labourer in "Dalmatian or as 
others would have it, the Son of one Maxi¬ 
milian a Collonel in the Army. 

What Station was he in when the 
Soldiers declar’d him Emperor ? 

A. He was Governor of Syria. 

Q. As foon as the Senate had confirm’d 
his Ele&ion, what Expedition did he 20 
upon ? 

A. He made War againft the Germans, 
who afrer the death of Aurelianus had made 
themfelvcs Mahers of one part of Gaul • 
There Germans were the true F«£\ 
whom he entirely defeated, and expelPd the 
Country. Then lie entred Germany , the great- 
ell part of which he fubdued, and reduced 
to the form of a Roman Province. 

Qz Whither went he afterwards ? 

A. Into Afia, where he beat the Perfwis 
ieveral times, and con drain’d them to de¬ 
mand a Peace; helikewifeoverthrew Satur - 
mm the Governor of Syria, who had revolt¬ 
ed againft him. 

i§. What other memorable A&ions did 
he perform ? 

A • -He had the fame Succefs againfl Pro- 

T 3 cuius 
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cuius and Bonofus , who had ufurp’d the Im¬ 
perial Authority in Gaul, of which place they 
were Governors, and having there defeated 
and taken them Priioners, he order’d them 
to be hang’d. 

Who was this Bonofus ? 

A . A good Captain, but an exceffive 
Drinker; which made the Emperor Aure- 
lianns fay of him by way of Raillery, That 
be was born not to Live, but to Drink. 

Jg. How did they call him when he was 
hang’d ? 

A . £ee, faid they, ’tis not a Man, but a 
Bottle, that bangs there. 

^ Did Probus live many years after thefe 
Con quells ? 

A. No; for as he march’d through Illy - 
rmm, he was (lain at Sirmium by his Sol¬ 
diers. 

What was it that occafioned this hea¬ 
vy Misfortune upon him ? 

A . 9 Twas becaufe he treated them with 
too much feverity, and employ’d them in 
building or repairing the Publick Works. 

How long did he reign ? 

A. Six Years, and Four Months. 

g. What Men of Note liv’d about this 
time ? 

A. Manes , the Father of the Manicheans , 
pretending himfelf to be the Paraclet , pro- 
pagated his Impious Doctrines in Perfia, 
from whence they infc&ed the Neighbouring 
Countries. At laft he was head alive there 
by the King’s Command. Carus 
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Carus the Forty fir ft Emperor . 

The Year $f Rome i o 1 2. Of the Birth of J. C. 282.. 

H O fucceeded next in the Empire ? 

A. Cams, who as foon as he 
found himfelf poflefs’d of this Dignity, took 
his two Sons, Camus and Numerianus , Part¬ 
ners with him in the Empire, and procured 
them to be declared Caf trs. 

0 K To what place did he fend Carinus ? 

A. To Gaul, to fight again ft the Frankr , 
a German People, who had made a new-Ir¬ 
ruption into that Countrey. 

And where was Carus employ’d ? 

A. He marched himfelf againft the Per - 
fans with Numerianus in his Company, and 
took Mefopotamiaftom them. Nay, he was de. 
(irons to extend his Conquefts beyond Cte~ 
fipbon , but died in that Expedition. 

After what manner did he end his 

days ? 

A. He was found dead in his Tent after 
a terrible Tempeft ? 

To what did the Romans aferibe his 
Death ? 

A. To the Divine Vengeance, for endea¬ 
vouring to carry his Vi&ories beyond Ctefi- 
pbnn ; becaufe there was an Ancient Oracle 
which forbad the Romans to extend their Em¬ 
pire beyond that Capital City of the P er- 
ftans. 

L 3 


Nume* 
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Numerianus the Forty ftcondEmperor. 

33k Year of Rome lolz Of the Birth of J. C. 282, 

Y/f/"A S not Numemnuj mightily con¬ 
cern’d for his Father’s Death > 

* 4 . He was fo affixed at it, that the Tears 
he filed inceflantly upon this occafion, fo far 
injur’d his Eyefight, that he was forced to 
be carried in a clofe Litter, becaufc he could 
not endure the light. 

<g. What became of him at laft ? 

A . His Father-in*L3W Aper , who was 
Captain of the Guards, and had an Ambi¬ 
tion to be Emperor, got him to be affaffina- 
ted in this Litter. 

Jg. Did not Aper take care to conceal his 
death from the Army > 

A . That the Soldiers might not have the 
leaftfufpicion of the matter, he accompanied 
the Litter, as if the Emperor had been ftiil 
alive in it. 

What Anfwer did he give thofe per- 
fons that asked to fee him > 

A. That the Emperor had given Orders 
not to let the Litter be open’d, beciufe the 
Day-light extremely incommoded his eyes. 

Who commanded the Army all this 
while in the Emperor’s Name ? 

A. Aper^ who by this means pretended to 
pofiefs himfelf foon of the Empire 5 but the 
aoifom fmell of the dead body difeover’d his 

Villany, 
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Villany, and gave occafion to ’Diocletian , one 
of the Principal Officers of the Army, to 
kill him upon the fpot. 

3%. And did this Aftion pleafe the Army > 

A. They liked it fo well, that they imme-- 
diately with one common content proclaim’d 
him Emperor , without confidering that 
they had another Lawful Emperor (till li- 
ving. 

Who was he ? 

A . Car tiuj) the Brother of Nummanut, 


Carinus the Forty third Emperor . 

The Year of Rome 102 a. Of the Birth of J. C. 282. 

^.XiO’Here was Carinus when he heard that 
v * his Father was dead, and his Bro¬ 
ther Numerianus afiaffinated ? 

A. He was then in Gauly where he minded 
nothing elfe but fatisfying his Brutal Appe¬ 
tite. 

Was he notfurprized when he receiv’d 
advice that Diocletian was proclaim’d Empe¬ 
ror, and was marching towards him to di- 
fpute the Legality of his Title ? 

Yes, and immediately made a Truce 
with his Vices to go and fight him. 

Where was the Battel fought ? 

A. In Mafia* a Province of Afia Minor . 

^ Which fide got the better on’t ? 

A. Carinus had obtain’d the Vi&ory, but' 
as he purfued the Enemy in their flight, he 

1.4,. was 
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was affcfluuted by a Collonel of his own 
Army. 

^ For what Provocation ? 

A* Becaufe he had formerly abufed this 
Collonel’s Wife. 

Q. When did this happen ? 

A, In the Year of J. C. 285, after he 
had reign'd Three Years. 

Diocletian and Maximian, making toge¬ 
ther the Forty fourth Emperor . 

the Tear of Rome 1024. Of the Birth of J . C. 284, 

aWHere was DiocUtian born f 

A. In Dalmatia , of very obfcure 
Parentage, but he prov’d a man of great 
Generolity. 

<|J. What was foretold concerning him ? 
A. That he (hould be made Emperor as 
fbon as he had flain a Boar •, upon which ac¬ 
count he kill’d feveral in hunting, but to no 
purpofe ; At laft when he had (lain Aper the 
Captain of the Guards, he faw that was the 
Boar he was to kill $ for which reafon he 
cried out aloud, 1 have lull'd the Boar 5 and 
the Army proclaim’d him Emperor. 

After the Imperial Purple was thus 
confcrr’d upon him, how did he manage 
Affairs ? 

A. Finding the Empire was invaded on 
every fide, and that himfelf alone was not 
able to oppofe the Violence of the Barbari¬ 
ans, 
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ans , lie took his old Friend Maximian , an ill- 
bred clownifh fort of a Brute, but a good 
Soldier, his Partner in the Empire. 

Jg. What did thefe two do in conjun&ion ? 

A. They chofe eafch of them Conjiantius 
Chlortts , and Galerius , to command their 
Annies. 

js}. What method did they take to engage 
them more ttrongly in their Interefts ? 

A - They created them Cafars, and after¬ 
wards obliging them to be divorced from 
rh*ir Wives Diocletian gave his Daughter 
Valeri a to Galerius, and Maximian his Daugh¬ 
ter Theodora to Cor:(ljniius. 

J»\ Thefe two Emperors and twoCafars , 
were they fuccefsful in their Wars ? 

A. They were fo fortuna f e in all their 
Artemprs againft the Enemies of the Em¬ 
pire, that they obtain’d as many Victories as 

they fought Battels * and after they had 
fpent ten yeais thus in their Wars, crown’d 
with Glory and Succefs, they entred all four. 
Triumphantly into Rowe, where Diocletian 
caufed himfelf to be call’d Jovianus , and. 
Maximian took the Title of Herculianus. 

Q. After thefe two Great Men had made 
thcmfelves abfolute Matters of the Empire, 
whit is it that Hittcrianstell usthty did ? 

A . To the great amazement of all the 
world, both of them voluntarily quitted the 
Empire, Diocletian at Nicomedia , and Mikinn* 
enzt Milan.* 


^ Where 
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Where did Diocletian pafs his Retire* 

mem ? 

A. At Salon,e, a (mall City of Dalmatia , 
the place of his Nativity, where he {pent the 
remainder of his life in cultivating his Gar¬ 
dens. 

^ And where did Maximian live pri¬ 
vately ? 

A. In Lucania. 

Q How long did they reign ? 

A . Diocletian reign’d almoft Twenty 
Years, and Maximian Eighteen. 

^ Was not Diocletian a cruel Perfecutor of 
the Chriflians ? 

A. Out of an implacable Malice to the 
Profeflors of that Religion, he ddign’d ro 
extirpate them utterly out of the world 5 
and what by the Cruelty of, his Edidls, the 
Bigotry of his Minifters, and the barbarous 
Variety of his Torments, made a greater 
havockof them than any of his PredecdTor.v 
Jn Egypt only, a Hundred and fourteen thou* 
fand are faid to be put to death, and Seven 
hundred thoufand fent into Baniftirrsent. 
The T.hebdean Legion, together with their 
Commander Mauritius , were cut off by 
Maximian ; but this relation by fome Mo¬ 
dern Critics is look’d upon to be Fabulous. 

^ Was not Maximian foon weary of this 
retired life ? 

A. Yes; and being defirous to leave it,in 
order to realTume the Imperial Dignity, he 
esinefUy importunes Diocletian to remedy. 

thofe. 


( r s 2j*y 

thofe Evils which Conilantius and Galerius had 
occafion’d by their ill condudL 

What anfvver did Diocletian return 

him ? • 

A. Showing him the Coleworts growing 
in his Garden, he told him he took a great¬ 
er pleafure to plant them, than to govern 
the Empire. 

What courfes did Maximian take, find¬ 
ing himfrlf ddpifed and negle&ediy all 
the world ? 

A. He withdrew to his Daughter, who 
was the Wife of Con{lantm % and endeavour¬ 
ing to engage her to poiibn her ownHuf- 
band , {he difeover’d his Perfidioufnefs to- 
CwjtantiuS) who caus’d him to be ftain. 


Galerius Coofbantius making toge¬ 
ther the Forty fifth Emperor . 

The Tear of Rome 1044. Of the Birth of J. C, 304.- 

^VX 7 Hen wae Valerius and Confiantm 
VV proclaimed Emperors? 

A Thev did not take polTeilion of the 
Empire till Diocletian and Maximian had ab¬ 
dicated. 

What were they before they were ad¬ 
vanced to that Honour ? 

A. They were only Cafars. 

Q ^ ovv <*id they divide the Empire be¬ 
tween them ? 

A, CanftantiHS contented himfelf.with Sri- • 

mm- 
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tain and Gaul, and Galmus had the reft of the 
Roman Empire for his (hare. 

^ What did Galerm do when he found 
himfelf unable to fupport fo v\ eighty a 
Charge ? 

A. He a floriated Severn and Maximin with 
himfelf, whom he created Ctfars. 

What Governments did he beftow up¬ 
on them ? 

A, He gave the Government of Italy to 
&ever.tfT t that of the Eaft to Maximin , and as 
for his own (hare, he contented himfelf with 

JUyrium. 

What was Conftantius’s Character ? 

A. He was of an agreeable, fweet, and 
merciful Difpofition; but as for Gakrim he 
was of a quite contrary temper, he declared 
himfelf a mortal Enemy of the Chriftians, 
and maflacred a whole Town of them in 
Phrygia y nay, he would have fain engaged 
Conjlantitts to perfecute them. 

What Judgments did thefe Cruelties 
draw down upon his head > 

A, God permitted him to befeized by an 
infamous and naftyDifeafe, during which he 
few himfelf devour’d alive by Worms, and. 
fodied'. 

Hbw did Conftantim behave himfelf? 

A, Making as if he really defign’d to per¬ 
fecute the Chriftians, he commanded all the 
Officers of his Hbuftrold, who were Chrifti¬ 
ans, to change their Religion., otherwife 
they ihould tofe. their Places. 

^ And;: 
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G) /\nd were any of them fo faint-hearted 
and wavering as to prefer the renouncing of 
their Religion before the lofs of their Em¬ 
ployments ? 

A. Several of them were fo 5 but the 
Emperor fent them away with difgrace, 
faying. That thofe who were not true to 
their God, would never be faithful to their 

PrI JT*How did he treat thofe that continued 

j firm in their Religion ? 

I A. He kept them ftill in his Service, and 
highly commended their Fidelity. 

How long did Conjknuus poflefs the 

Empire? 

A. Two years, after whieh he died at 
Tork between the Arras of his Son, Corfian- 
tine the Great* 

&)' Whom did Conjlantitu leave his Succel- 
for behind him ? 

A. His Son Conflantine the Great, who fig- 
nalized himfelf exceedingly by his Courage, 
and a thoufand noble Ariions. 

Wherein did he particularly difr nguilh 
himfelf from his Predeceflbrs > 

A . In that he was the tirft Emperor that 
? embraced the Chriftian Faith.. 


Con- 
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Confiantine the Great the Forty fixth 
Emperor. 

The Tear of Rome 1046. Of the Birth of J. C. } 06. 

Si\AT H O was the Mother of Confiantine 
* * the Great ? 

A . Hle/id) whom fome Hiftorians make 
a Brit/Jb Woman, but with what probability, 
kt the Learned judge. 

§ 1 ^ Why was the Sirname of Great con-, 
far’d upon him ? 

A . For his great Exploits and Perfor¬ 
mances in War. He was the Hr ft Chriftian 
Emperor. 

What happen’d to him in the courfe 
of his life ? 

A. The news of his being Emperor having 
arrived at Rome , Mixmtius the Son of that 
Heratlins who had renounced the Empire, 
was elected and proclaimed Emperor. 

How did Max’ntiui behave himfelf in 
the beginning of his Reign? 

A . At firft he feem’d to favour the Chri- 
fiians, in order to bring them over to his 
Party by this means *, but he did not treat 
them long after this manner, for he perfec¬ 
ted them with a thoufand cruelties , and 
render’d himfelf odious by abundance of 
other Crimes. 

JJ. What was the confequence of thefe 
Barbarities? 

A* He 
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A. He was defeated by Confiantine the 
Great ; and God,who was pleas’d by a Mi¬ 
racle to draw this mighty Printe to the true 
Faith, Ihew’d him a Crois in the Air, to 
' convince this Vi&orious Emperor that it was 
I the Crucified Jefus who made him triumph 
over the Tyrant Maxentius . 

What did Confiantine do after this ? 

A. He gave his Siller in marriage to Lici- 
nms , who requited him very ill for this Ho¬ 
nour \ for without any provocation he de¬ 
clared war again!! him, nor was fo ad¬ 
vantageous an Alliance able to make h;m live 
in good Terms with Confiantine. 

Q. How came he off at laft ? 

A. He was defeated, but his Wife by her 
continual intercdlion obtain’d of Conflainine 
that he (hould not be put to death lor his 
Crimes. 

Q And did Confiantine yield to his Sifter’s 
Ihtreaties ? 

A . Yes, and was contented only with 
I their banilhing him to 7 hejfalonica. 

JOK Did Licinm continue long without at¬ 
tempting to make fome difturbance ? 

A . No, for the next year he rais’d new 
Commotions, and in this fecond Sedition was 
kill’d in the place of his Exile ? 

What had Confiantine to do after he 
had put an end to thefe Civil Wars ? 

A . He had enough to manage his own 
Family, where he had fome Aifairs that gave 
him abundance of uneafy moments, and fen- 
fibly, touched him* §>. Wluc 
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Q. What happen’d to him there > 

tsd. Faufta , the Wife of this great Prince, 
became pailionately in love, even to imdnefs, 
with Cnfpus , who was Cafzr , and Son to 
Conftantine by his firft Wife,and attempted by 
her Carelfes to induce him to anfwer her 
Brutal Pafliom 

i§. How did (he fucceed in her Amour; > 

A . She tried all efforts, but vainly, to de¬ 
bauch this young Prince, who poflefs’d as 
great a (hare of Virtue as he did of Beauty. 

What courfesdid this Woman take, 
finding her (elf fo defpifed ? 

A' Her love being changed into hatred, 
carried her to thofe extremities againft this 
innocent Prince, that (he accus’d him. before 
the Emperor with a defign to force her ? 

Wh2f credit did this Aecufation find ? 

A . She had authority enough with the | 
Emperor to be believed, and Crifpus^ though 
wholly guiklcfs of the matter, wascondemn* 
ed to die , vvhi h was accordingly executed. 

^ And did this Wickednefs continue 
long unpunifhed ? 

A . No, for the young Prince’s Innocence 
was difeover’d Tome time alter , and rben 
Ccn\\ai u ;e , by way of Retaliation juiily 
put the Emprefs (o death. 

Q What glorious things did Conflantirie 
do in his Reign ? 

A. He enriched and adorned, Ann, Dm. 
336. the City of Cinjiantinople (which took 
its new Name from him, bat before was 

called-. 
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I called Byzantium ) fo magnificently with the 
1 Spoils of his En.mies, that it went by the 
I name of New Romeos the Country of Thrace, 
I where it ft and s, ftill goes by the name of 

I Komelia. 

] <§. What warlike Exploits did this Prince 

i perform ? 

A . He defeated his Enemies, and particu- 
■ larly overthrew the Sarmatians in feveral 
parts of the Roman Empire* 

[ §. Did he live any long time after his 

|j Conquefts ? 

)» A. No 5 he died on Whit fund ay ^ in the 
\ Year of our Lord 337. in the Suburbs of 
j Nicomedia , where he had received Baptifm. 
0 . From whole hands did he receive Bap¬ 
tifm } 

A . He was baptized by Pope Sylvejler. 

Q Was not the Wcme Council celebra¬ 
ted in his Reign ? 

A. Arms, a Presbyter of Alexandria^ hi¬ 
ving denied the Divinity of our Bleffed Sa¬ 
viour, Conftantine to oppofe the farther fpread- 
ir/g of this Herefy, in the Year 525. fum- 
mons a Council of Biftiops,which conlifted in 
ali of Three hundred and eighteen, to meet 
at Nice, a City of Bitbynii , where they mide 
Arim recant his impious Do&rine, and com • 
[piled the Wane Creed. 

^ What other remarkable things hap¬ 
pen’d in his time ? 

A. His Mother Hdena , a woman of 
much piety, but mixt with a great deal of 

Super- 
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Superfticion, which now began openly to in- 
fe£ the Church, is reported to have found 
t e very Crofs on which J. C. fufFered. In 
memory of which Invention the Roman 
Church keeps a folemn Fellival on the 
Third of May . 

Wh3t Learned Men flourifhed now? 

A. LtShntmjy the worthy Difcipleof Ar~ 
mbitts , and Preceptor to Crifpus , Conjiantms 
Son, employed his Eloquence, of which he 
was a great Matter, in confuting the Errors 
of Paganifra , and defending the Truth of 
the Chriftian Religion. 

^ How many Wives had he? 

A . Two. The latter was Faufia , the 
Daughter of Maximian, 

How many Children had lie by 
Fauftt i ? 

A . Three Sons, Conjlantine , Conjians , and 
Conflanttus , and two Daughters,whofe names 
were Flavia Julia Conftanttna , and Helena. 

§j. What did he leave to thefe Three 
Princes ? 

A. He was fo overfeen in his Politicks as 
to commit that unpardonable Soleciim of 
leaving them all three Joint-heirs of his Em¬ 
pire, which they divided among them. 

Q. What had the Elded: for his Divi¬ 
dend ? 

A. He had for his (hare Gaul, and all be¬ 
yond the Alpes . 

j§[. What had Conjians ? 

A. He poflefs’d Rome, Italy , Afric , Sicily , 

and 
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| and the other Ifles, Sclaionia, Thrace^ Mace - 
j§ donia, and Greece. 

I ^ What fell to Conftantius *s (hare ? 
j A. He was Mailer of Apa, of the £<*(?> 
! and of Mgypu 

) «g. Give me a defeription of Conflantine 
the Great ? 

A. He had a noble Air, a great Soul * he 
was (incerc, valiant and modefi, well skill’d 
in the Latin and Greeks Languages, an excel¬ 
lent Horfeman, bold, but provident in all 
his Enterprizes; full-faced, he had a thick 
j Neck, his Nofe fomewhat fiat, his Eyes 
: fparkling, his Hair thin, he lhaved all his 
Beard, which none of his PredecefTors from 
, Adrian ufed to do. 

£ 45) Uaht nrviwsf •••• J** + *4 ’ 

: ^now *11 auj uu liiey iay I- 

| famine the Great had ? 

I A. Two: viz . Conjians the Father of Ju- 
I Wan, and Valmatius who left two Sons be- 
| hinjl him, one of whom named likewife Dal- 
| matins was created Ctfar in the Year of our 
\ Lord 335. 

I What was the name cf Valmatius’s 
I Second Son ? 

A, Annibalianus. 


7be 
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The Divifion of the Empire between thr 
three Sons of Conflantine the Greats 
making together the Forty feventh 
Emperor • 

The Tear of Rome 1077. Of the Birth of J. C. 337. 

j£.T TTHat were the Names of thefe three 
' W Sons > 

A . The Firft was called Conftantine, the 
Second Confiantius , and the Third Conjlans. 

§>^ After they had divided the Empire 
between thcmfelves, how did they manage 
Affairs ? 

A, They fell at Variance, which occafio- 
ned bloody Civil Wars; each of them being 
defirous to Enlarge his Territories, but they 
were all dertroy’d at laft, one after ano¬ 
ther. 

Where was Conjlantine the Younger 

Born ? 

A. At Arles, and was Created Ctfar in 
the Year 3 17, but he held the Confulffip al- 
mofi Four Months. 

Upon whom did he make War > 

A. Upon his Brother Conjlans , and think¬ 
ing to take away thofe Provinces from him, 
which he poffefs’d by the Dividend which 
his Father made of.the Empire; he Marche' 1 
with his Forces into Italy , where he was 
Shin, and thrown into the River Mlna> near 

Aqm- 
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rfquileia, where Conjians was at that time. 

<j>K How Old was he when this Accident 
betel him ? 

A . Twenty Five Years Old, and had 
Reign d Three of them. 

^ What did Conjians Inherit by his 
Death > 

A He had Gaul , Spain , and Great Britain . 

When was Conjians Third Son to Con - 
famine the Gn at, according to Hiltorians, 
Created Ctfar ? 

A. Upon Chrijlmas Day in the Year 333. 

What were the Firti Exploits that 
Conjians perform’d ? 

A. He Vanquifh'd the Franks > and compel¬ 
led them to make an Alliance with him ; his 
great Merits and the Swettnefs ot his Tem¬ 
per being Invincible Charms, that drew the 
Aff.&ions of all Mankind after him. 

$K What do you particularly obferve of 
him in Hiftory ? 

A. He always totk the Part of the Or¬ 
thodox again/i the Arrians who Difturb’d the 
Tranquility of the Church. 

^ Did any Unfortunate Accident befal 
this Prince ? 

A . Magnmtius who had Ufurp’d the Em¬ 
pire, put him to Death in jEltia> a City in 
Roufillcn, in the Year 3501 he was then 
about Thir y Years Old, and had Reign’d 
Thirteen of them. 

When was Conflantius the Second Son 
of Conjlantine the Great, Created Cafar. 

A* In 
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A. In the year 324 3 but he dilhonoured 
this high Dignity, by murdering ftveral of 
his Relations, as alfo by efpouling and pro- 
fefling the Arian Herefy3 for fuffering him- 
fell to be feduced by the Flatteries of his 
Wife, and the Iniinuations of Come Heretics, 
he perfecuted the Church, and banifh’d the 
Orthodox Bilhops. 

Q Upon whom did Conjlantius make 
War? 

A . Upon Sapores King of Perfia, a great 
Perfecutor of the Chriflians •, but Conjlan - 
tins had the worft in all the Battels and all the 
Sieges he was engag’d in. 

^ Who was it that got himfelf declared 
Emperor by the Army in Hungary f 

A. Veiranio , at the fame time when Mag- 
nentius ulurp’d the Sovereign Authority. 

What care did Conjlantius take to op- 
pofe his Defigns ? 

A. He marched Weflwards to fight Vetra- 
mo , and obliged Magnentiut to retire to Ly * 
off/, where he laid violent hands upon him- 
felf. 

After Conjlantius had made himfelf foie 
Mailer of the Empire, how did he behave 
himfelf? 

A . He became fo infolent, that he once 
more began to perfecute the Catholic Pre¬ 
lates, fo that the Church was in a very mi-, 
ferable condition under this deteftable Prince. 

How flood the Affairs of the Church 
in his time ? 

A. Ariu 
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A. Arianifm ahnoft univerfally prevail’d j 
and only the Bilhop of Kowe, and S. Atba - 
najius , who compil’d the Creed bearing his 
n me, were left to ftem the Tide. 

Q W hen was Julian , afterwards fir- 
nam’d the Apofiate, made Ctfar ? 

A . In the Year 355, and having beaten 
the Barbarians out of Gaul , he was Saluted 
Emperor about the Year 360, and Marched 
with his Army towards the E ajl. 

^ What Mea fares did Conjlantius take, 
when he heard he W3S in lllynum , and was 
Marching dire&ly againfl him ? 

A. He changed his Defignof a i Expediti¬ 
on he had proje&ed againfl the Pirfans, and 
came back from Antioch to Tarfuj^ where he 
firftfelt his Fever, and from thence to M«p- 
fuejlia in Cilicia, (o call’d from the Fountains 
of Mopfus, where he died. 

^ How old was he then ? 

//. Forty Years, and had reign’d in all 
25 Years 3 Months and 15 Days. 

Julian the Apoftate, the Forty eighth 
Emperor 

The Year of Rome 1101 . Of the Birth of J. C. 361 . 

c?:f TTH O fucceeded Conjlantius in the 
W Empire ? 

A. Julian the Apoflate. 

Where was he born ? 

A, In Byzantium , in the Year 331. 

Whofe 
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A WhofeSon was he ? 

A. The Son of Conjians , Brother to Con* 
ftantine the Great, and of Bafilina . 

Whom did he marry ? 

A- Helena . 

g. Why was he fir nam’d the Apoftate ? 

A. Becaufe he turn’d Fagan after he had 
been educated in the Chriftian Religion, 
and had read the Holy Scriptures in the 
Church before the Congregation. 

^ When was he foie Emperor ? 

A. In the Year 363, he was proclaim’d 
Auguflus by his Soldiers, but he had been 
created Cafar before his Election to the Em* 
pire. 

Q, Where was he proclaim’d Emperor? 

A . At Fans . 

What did he do in the beginning of 
his Pveign ? 

A . He put all the Friends of Conflantitts to 
death, or Cent them into baniibment ; he 
only encourag’d the Augurs, the VilUmarii , 
and the Philofophers; he order’d the Ido- 
latrousTemples of theHcathens to be open’d, 
and having renounced the Faith, heaffumed 
the Title of Fontifex Maximus. Nor was this 
all; for the more to vex the Ghriftians, he 
made fcandalous condefcentions to the Jews, 
and began to ere& a Temple for them at 
Jtrufalem, which he was obliged foon to leave 
off; for Globes of Fire breaking out from 
under the Foundations, dillurbed the Work¬ 
man •, as Ammianus Jldarcetiinusfi Pagan Wri¬ 
ter, witneftes. What 
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4^ What be fel him upon this ? 

A* He became the Laughter and Contempt 
of the People of Antioch . 

What courfe did he take to revenge 
the Affronts they put upon him > 

A. He writaSatyric Letter upon this oc- 
cafion, call’d the Mifopogan, or Beard- 
hater. 

^ Upon whom did Julian make war > 

A. Upon the Perfiant , but having after 
the (econd Battel mfolently refufed to com** 
ply with the juft Articles of Peace which they 
offer'd him, and burnt the Ships that follow¬ 
ed him, and carried Provifions for the Army, 
he was furrounded on all fidesby the Ene- 
my. * 

What became of him at laft > 

A. He had the mortification to find him- 
ielt cut off from all hopes of Afiiftance, and 
was wounded by an Arrow in the Fight- 

but twas never known from what fide it 
came. y 

. ^ Did he fa y any thing as he was dy¬ 
At He defperately took out a handful of 
Blood which gufhed from the Wound, and 
throwing it up into the Air, cry’d out, Vi- 
wi GaliUe , O Galilean thou half at laft over¬ 
come me. 

2* d * d he mean by thefe words > 

l »Arc ° Ur B ^ e ^ e d Saviour, whom he 
had fo often provoked by his Sacriledges, 
nd other indignities, and whom novv he 
’ •* M found 
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found to his coil to be the great Judge of 
the Univerfe, would take a full vengeance 
for the Crimes and Blafphemies he had 
uttered againft his Sacred Perfon. 

What fort of a man was Julian the 
Apoftate? 

A.' He had fparkling Eyes, a Item wan¬ 
dring Countenance, a ftraight Nofe, his 
Mouth fomewhat of the biggeft, a (lit in his 
under Lip, a thick Beard which he wore 
picked, his Shoulders large and moving, his 
Head hanging down, which he always turn¬ 
ed on one and t'other fide, he walked very 
fall although he was but little, and made a 
great noi(e when he laughed. How great a 
Warrier he was, the Alemans , Franks and 
Saxons , whom he overcame, do tefiify, and 
his remaining Works are undeniable proofs 
of his Wit and Ingenuity. 

Jovian the Forty Ninth Emperor . 

Tbt Year of Rome 1103. of the Birth of J. C. 363. 

^vtTTHO was proclaimed Emperoraf- 

VV ter the death of Julian the Apr 

flate } 

A. Jovian , the Son of Count Varro- 
nianus• 

XJ. Whom did he marry ? 

A . Charitas , the Daughter of LteeiHianus , 
by whom he had a Son named Varro, whom 
hemadeConful. 

&What 
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5 * What do Hiftorians tell us of this 
Prince? 

A . That he was a handfome welhfliaped 
man, illufirious for his Birth, but more for 
his Piety. 

What did he principally apply himfelf 
to in the beginning of his Reign f 

A* To draw the Souldiers from Superfti- 
tion. He commanded Jefus Chrift to be 
adored by all thofe Soldiers who had aban¬ 
don'd bis worlhip. 

Q. Was he engaged in any Wars > 

A. No, for in the condition he found the 
Army after the defeat and death of Julian, 
he was obliged to make a Truce of Thirty 
years with Sapores , to whom he yielded the 
greateft part of Mefopotamia , 

Did he live a long time after this > 

A. Noj he died of a ftcknefs in the Thir¬ 
ty third year of his Age, after he had reign¬ 
ed 7 months, 22 days. 

What particular things were done in 
his Reign ? 

A. He generally cancell’d all the Edi&s of 
the Apoftate which were favourable to the 
Pagans 5 he reftored to the Faithful, and to 
the Churches all their Goods, their Honours, 
their Revenues, and their Priviledges* 


... - t 
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Valentinian the Great r the Fiftieth 
Emperor . 

The Year o/Rome 1104. Of the Birth of J.C. 364. 

H O was named Emperor after the 

W death of Jovian ? 

A . The Army chofe Valentinian Empe¬ 
ror at Nice y becaufe in Julian's time he had 
preferr’d his Religion to his Preferment. 

What did he do a6 foon as he faw him- 
felf poflefs’d of the Imperial Throne } 

A, He made his Brother Valens his Partner 
in the Empire, and gave him the Govern¬ 
ment of the Eafl. 

What part did he referve for himfelf ? 

A. The Weft ? 

What fort of a man was Valentinian ? 

A. He was a very virtuous Prince, and a 
flri& oMerver of Juftice; very ingenious, 
and a religious keeper of his word. 

^ With whom did he make war > 

/. With the Saxons and Sarmatians , 
whom he defeated, and oblig’d them to de¬ 
mand a Peace by their Ambafladors whom 
they fent to him. 

Jsj. And what faid Valentinian to them ? 

A* He fell into fuch a fit of anger, to 
which he was always very fubje&, that he 
was feized with an Apoplexy. 

^ Did he dye of it? 

A . Yes, in Hungary , being fifty five years 
old. Sl How 
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Q- How many years did he reign ? 

A. Twelve years. 

Was he baptized before his death > 

A. No 5 neverthelefs he did not forbear 
to give fenfible proofs of the Religion he 
profefs d, and commanded the Pagan Tem¬ 
ples to be (hut. 

Valens the Fifty firft Emperor. 

The Year of Rome 1104. of the Birth of j. c. 3*4. 

ijJ^/’Hat Enemy had Valens to fight with 
in the beginning of his Empire ? 

Ay Procopius who was related to Julian , 
and was his greateft Enemy. 

Did Valens make War again/! him > 

A. The difpute between them was bloody, 
but at the upihot Valent defeated Procopius , 
took him pri/oner, and put him to death. 

^ What other Wars was he involved 
in? 

A. He had a continual war with the 
Goths^ till their King Athanaricus having 
begg’d a Peace of him, he granted it, and 
afterwards kindly entertain’d him, at fuch 
time as being perfected by the Bunns, he 
came to defire this Emperor’s Prote&ion. 
who fetled him in Thrace• 

Howdid the Goths behave them/elves 
at that time ? 

A Not being able to bear the infutfera- 
ble Avarice, of Lupicinus their Governour, 

they 
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they took up Anus againft the Romans, \ 
invaded Thrace. 

What memorable things happen’d in 
the courfe of this War ? 

A. Valent fell into the hands of his Ene¬ 
mies, who burnt him in a Cottage. 

6 ). How old was he when this Accident 
befel him ? 

A. He was fifty years old, and had reign’d 
fourteen years and four months. 

What Qualities were obfervable in 

him ? 

A. He had both good and bad ones. He 
was choleric, cruel, and envious. The Arian 
Herefy, with which he was infe&ed, corrupt¬ 
ed all his other good Inclinations. 

Qj, What Learned men flouriihed in his 
time ? 

A . Gregory and Bafil, who had contra&ed 
a friend (hip in their Youth at Athens , where 
they follow’d their Studies. The former 
born at Nazianzum in Cappadocia , from 
whence Sirnamed Nazianzenus. The other 
born in Tonltts, and afterwards made Bifhop 
of Cxfarea. 

What Ads of Cruelty did he ever 
commit ? 

A* He put all people to death who had 
the curiofify to know the name of his Sue- 
eefTor \ and being inform’d that the tirft Let¬ 
ters of his Name were to begin with Theod , 
he put to death old Theodofm the Father of 
Theodopus the Great, who was afterwards Va - 
lent mans SuccefTor. What 
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What confiderable Adions had that 
Illuftrious old man perform’d ? 

A . He had done the State great Service 
by his Counfeis, beaten the Bids and Scots 
out of Britain , and defeated Firmius the Ty¬ 
rant, who ravag’d Afric with an Army of 
Moors. 

How many Children had Valentinian 
the Brother of Valens ? 

A. Two* The firft named Gratianm , who 
was declared Augupus by his Father in the 
City of Amiens. 

jg. What was the Second Son’s name? 

A . He was called Valentinian the Younger 
to dillinguifh him from his Father* 

What do Hiftorians tell us of Valenti* 
nian the Younger ? 

A . That after the death of his Father he 
was declar’d Auguftus at the Age of Ten 
years by the Soldiers, as well as by his Bro¬ 
ther Gratian. 

Gratian the Fifty ftcond Emperor . 

The Year of Rome I115. of the Birth of J. C, 375, 

^^^Hat ^Qualities was Gratian matter 

A» He had a Body well made, and a Soul 
of a vaft extent, and great elevation. 

Don’t Hiftorians obferve fome defers 
in him ? 

A* He had fome, but luch as would not 

M 4 have 
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have appear’d fo confpicuous in an indiffe¬ 
rent Fortune > he had an incurable averfion 
to State-affairs, which ought to have taken 
up his moft ferious moments. 

JIJ. Did not this fink his Reputation 
mightily with his Subje&s ? 

A, Yes, and what they could not fuffer 
but with the utmoft indignation, was to fee 
him freequently prefer a Barbarian Soldier to 
a Romany although the Roman was the elder 
of the two, and had more merits to plead. 

How did he manage matters after the 
death of Valens f 

A* He took as Partner in the Empire 
with him Tbeodofiw , the Grandfon of that 
Tbeodoftus who was ilain by the order of Va* 
lens # 

What forced him upon this Con- 

dud? 

A. Beeaufe he found himfelf not ftrong 
enough to fupport fo furious a War as he 
was then engaged in 5 and befides the Gotbs 
ravaged Thrace , and the other Provinces of 
the Empire at pleafure. 

k Theodo fills the Greaty the Fifty Third. 
Emperor, 

The Year e/Rome 1-132. Of the Birth of J. C. 39a. 

Af.TOW old was %hodofim when he 
XJb was taken Partner into the Em* 
pise ? 


A » He. 
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A, He was thirty three Years old, and his 
fitft appearance on the Imperial Seat gave fuf- 
fieient proofs of his Courage and Prudence* . 
Q Where was he born ? 

A' Spairiy at Lauca a Town of Gabicia, 
Heimirated all theVertues, but none of the 
Vices of his Countryman Trajan. He fum- 
mon’d the Second Oecumenical Council, 
that of Nice being the firfi, at Co/iftantino- 
pky Ann. Dom. 381. wherein, befides the 
confirmation of the Nieene Council by an * 
Hundred and fifty Bifhops, Macedonia# the 
Heretic was condemn’d, and the Orthodox 
Belief concerning the Holy Ghoft . efta- 
blilhed. 

& What memorable Exploits, did he 
perform? 

A . He vanquifh’d all the Enemies of the 
Roman name, and gave peace to his Sub- 
je#s. 

& Was not this Prince a Cure Afyhtm to 
all Kings that were perfecuted, and in di- 
ifrefs ? 

A. Yes, he fupported them againft all 
thofewho confpir’d their definition, and 
the fubverfioii of their Governments. . 

Q What inftances can you give me of ; 
this his great Generofity ? 

A, Axhanaricm King of the Gotbsy being 
turn’d out of his Kingdom by his own Re¬ 
bellious Subjects, fled toConffantmopUy where 
he_was very honourably receiv’d by Tbec» - 
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^ Did that Prince enjoy the Emperor’s 
Favours any confiderable time ? 

A. No 5 for tho he had efcaped Death in fo 
many Battels, yet he ended his days when he 
expe&ed to pafs the remainder of his life in 
great tranquillity. 

Was not Tbeodofms concern’d at the 
Ibis of him ? 

A. He would receive no manner of Con¬ 
solation 5 nay, he was fo profufe in the Ce¬ 
lebration of his Funeral, that it was nolefs 
Magnificent than what was ufed to be kept 
for any of the deceafed Emperors. 

Q Were not the Goths mightily aftoniih- 
cd at this ? 

A• It made fo deep an Impreffion upon 
them, that feeing themfelves without a Ma¬ 
iler, they were unanimoufly of an opinion, 
That they could not find a better than I beo- 
dofius. 

Q Did the Gotbs then fubmit themfelves 
to this great Prince ? 

A» Yes 5 and he diftributed Lands among 
them for their maintenance with great libe* 
sality. 

M What remarkable matters happen’d 
after this ? 

A, The Tyrant Maximus made himfelf 
Maher of ’Britain and Gaul, and chofe Triers 
for his Capital City. 

^ What Ads of Cruelty did that Ufur- 
fet commit ? 
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A. He put the unfortunate Gratian to 
death at Lyons , who was Twenty five Years 
old. 

Q Did not Tbeodofm revenge h 4 death ? 

A. Yes \ and plac’d young Valentinian 
( who had been forc’d out of Italy ) upon 1 
his Throne again. 

As to the bufine/s of Religion, how 
did he behave himfelf ? 

A. He reconcil’d himfelf to the Church, , 
and to the great St. Smbroft 5 and notwith- 
ftanding all the efforts of the Arlans to-de¬ 
bauch him in his Principles, and engage him ^ 
in their Party, yet he ftilV continued toad-* 
here to the Ancient Truth. 

<§!•_ What Charader do Hiftorians bellow • 
upon him? 

A . Th3t he was inferior to none of his 
PrcdeceiTors either in Virtue or Merit; that 
he never made War but out of meer necef- 
fity, and was fuccefsful in all his Military 
Undertakings: In fine* that his Goodnefs 
charm’d all the world*, and his engaging Be¬ 
haviour gain’d him the hearts of all that- 
approach’d him. 

Qj What was his chief Infirmity ? - 

A . He was naturally Choleric, but he fel- 
dom fuffer’d his Paffion to get the better of 
him, and then after fome Sort intervals it 
was no difficult matter to appeafe him. 
He had once defign’d utterly todeftroy the 
City of Antioch , for-taking down the Statue* 

Augufta Flacilla h but was at laft perfuaded * 


4 


A He 


C 2*2 > 

by their BHhop Flavians to pardon them. 
At another time he maffacred feven thoufand 
men in a Theatre at TbejTalonica, for killing 
their Prefid ent. 

Which was thelaft Victtorythat Tbeo- 
dojuts obtain’d ? 

A* ’Twas that which he gain'd over E«- 
gtniut, whofe Troops, had join'd thofe of Ar- 
bogafles, who had caus'd Valent ini an to be 
ttrangled in his own Palace at Vienna in Dax- 
pffine: 

§*\ 7 bcodoJws then vanquilh’d thefe two 
Tyrants? 

A. Yes 5 and 'twas rather, by a particular. 
Prote&ion of Heaven, than any human, 
ttrength. 

Ss What became of them ? 
dU Fugenius was taken Prifoner, and Ar- 
hffgafhs kill'd himfelf, 

Did Tbeodo fuej the Great live long after , 
thefe Vi&ories ? 

At No 5 for fhortly after this Generous 
Prince died at Milan, A. D. 3P5. being Fifty 
Years old, according to the common Opi¬ 
nion. 

To whom did he bequeath his Em¬ 
pire ? - 

A. Hexlivided it between his two Sons.. 

Arcadius and Honorittt, 

^ What had Arcadius for his fliare ? 

A* He had the Empire of the Eaft, and: 
Hworiut thAt of-the Weft* . 

* g^What 
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£ What Eminent Men flourifoU under 
his Reign ? 

A. St. Jerome , Co profoundly skill’d in the 
Hebrew Tougue , to whom the Learned 
World is highly oblig’d for his great Perfor¬ 
mances upon theScriptures.St./ifw^r^BKhop 
ot Milan, who employ'd his Eloquence a- 
gaintt the Asians* St. Auftin, Bifeop of Hippo 
in Afric, the moft univerfally Learned Father 
of the Latin Church. Aufonius , a famous 
Poet and Orator* and Matter to the Empe¬ 
ror Grattan, who rewarded him with the 
Gonfulate. Paulinas , Bifhop of Nola in Cam¬ 
pania, who is ftrft reported to have put Bells 
to a Sacred ufe i from whence they are cal¬ 
led Note znd Campana, 

Arcadius the Fifty fourth Emperor* 

Tfc Tear of Rome 1135* of the Birth of J. C. 395.'. 

^YYTHom did Arcadius marry ? 

W A. Eudoxia , whom he fuffer’d 
to govern abfolutely as (he thought fit 5 the 
confequences of which had like to have 
prov'd as fatal to Religion as it did to the 
Empire $ for (he banilh’d St. Cbryfoftom , who 
had been tranflated from the See of Antioch 
Conflantinople , only for inveighing againtt her ( 
Vices. 

Jj- Whom did he intruft at his death to 
behis Son's Guardian ? 

A* Ifdigsrdti) King of PerfiayYiho acquit¬ 
ted 







( 2 *4 > 

ted himfelf very honourably in thisTrufU 
for he plac’d him under the Tuition of the 
Learned and Wife Antiocbus 5 niy, he open¬ 
ly declared. That whoever attempted any 
thing again ft thelntereft and Welfare of this 
young Prince, muft expcdi to find him his* 
Enemy. 

<f). How old was he when he died ? 

A. Ke died in the One and thirtieth year 
of his Age, and in the Eleventh of his, or 
rather his Wife’s Reign, who diedin Child¬ 
bed. f 

Honorius the Fifty fifth Emperor. 

The Year of Rome 1135. Of the Birth of j. C. 39J. 

g.^>ilve me the trueChara&er of Hono- 

VJT rins ? 

A. He was of a fweet agreeable Difpofi- 
tion, an enemy to Application and Bufinefs; 
he even had an averfionto Publick Affairs 
however, he was very zealous for theChri- 
ftian Religion, in favour of which he made 
fevcral Edi&s. 

What reimrkable things fell out in his 
Reign? 

A . After the Goths had fpread themfelves 
all over Italy , and were Mafters of the City 
of Rome , feveral Tyrants ufurp’d the Sove¬ 
reign Authority. 

g. Whom did thefe Tyrants nominate 
for their Emperor? 

A* Ana* 
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A Attains the Son of Alaricus. Honoriifj 
offer’d to make him his Partner in the Em¬ 
pire, which he refufed with a great deal of 
fcorn and arrogance, and yet accepted the 
Imperial Dignity after it was offer’d to him 
by the Senate. 

Did he long poffbfs the Empire ? 

A. No, he was foon ftript of it * and 
being abandon’d by the Gauls , to whom he 
fled for Prote&ion, he was taken Prifoner 
by Conftantius, A. D. 415. and deliver’d to 
the Juftice of the Emperor Honorius . 

And how did he ufe him ? 

A. He gave him his Life, and contented 
himfelf only with cutting off one of his 
hands. 

g^ Why did he ferve him (o ? 

A. That this Rebel for the remainder of 
his life might carry the Puniihment of his 
Crime about him, and have everlaftingly 
before his eyes the marks of his Rebellion. 

g. What memorable Accidents happened 
after this ^ 

A. One Conftantihe that commanded the 
Guards, and had nothing to recommend 
him but only his Name, was declared Em- 
peror; but being taken Prifoner, was 
flrangled at Ravenna . Then Jovian and Se- 
bafiian poffeft themfelves of Gaul, but being 
feized at Narbo> were both put to death. 

i h Wjio was it that afterwards ufurped 
the Empire of the Gauls ? 

A. tkraclm , who paffed into fo/y witfra 

Navy 
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Navy of Seven hundred Sail, but being beat¬ 
en there, he made his Efcape to Carthage , 
where he was ftrangled. 

g. What other matters happened after 
the Death of thefe Tyrants ? 

A, The Goths entred France under the 
Conduct of their King Ataulpbus, 

How old was the Emperor Honorius , 
when he died of his Dropfey } 

A . Thirty five Years, A.D. 425. 

What fort of a Reign was his ? 

A . Nothing but a continued Scene of f 
Troubles,Commotions.Turr^ults, and Wars, 
occahon’d by the Vandals, the Munm 3 and o- 
ther barbarous Nations, that daily pour’d 
new Swarms of People into the Roman Pro¬ 
vinces; Towards the end of his Reign, 
A. D. 413, the Burgundians eredfred a new 
Kingdom towards the Rhone : The Franks 
A. D. 420, eredfred another in Gaul , from < 
them call’d France , under their firfi King Fha- 
ramond : And the year following Vallia King 
of the Goths , after the death of Ataulphus , 
conftituted a Kingdom in Spain. The Vandals 
pofleffed that part of it wnich was formerly 
call’d Bietica^ and now from them Andalufia 5 
as the Goths in conjunction with the Alani, 
fix themfelves in Provincia Tarraconeufis , which 
was afterwards called Gotbalania, and cor¬ 
ruptly Catalonia . The beginning of th eScotiJh 
Kingdom too is generally placed about the 
year of our Lord 422 * the Scots from Ire• 
land fettling themfelves in the Northern parts 
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of Great Britain under their King Fergus, 
gfa What Learned men lived about thefe 
times ? 

A. Pelagius a Britain , a warm Afferter of 
the Omnipotency of Free-WilfT and as vio¬ 
lent a Depreifor of God’s Grace 3 whom 
St. Auftin encounter’d fo vigoroufly. Pr#- 
dentius, Sedulius , and ?animus , famous for 
Poetry, but infinitely exceeded by Claudian * 
who rais’d his Reputation as much by the 
Elegance and Sweetnefs of his Verification, 
as heleffen’d it by the Meannefs of his Sub¬ 
ject. 


# 

Of the Fall and Decay of the Rofll&iL 
Empire . 

J^fTTTHat were the principal Caufes of 
W the Decay of the Roman Empire ? 
A, Pride, and Luxury, and Divifions at 
home; the frequent Mutinies of the Army,, 
who depofed thek Emperors at pleafure j. 
2nd the perpetual Invafions of the Northern 
Nations. 

^ Who caufeid the greateft Deflations in 
the Empire ? 

A. The Goths, the Hums * the Lombards > 
and Vandals y who in their turn ravaged the 
fcveral Provinces of it, ere&ing new King¬ 
doms, and eiiablifiiing their Laws and Cu- 
ftoms where ever they came. 

^By 
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^ By whom was Rome taken ? 

A. U was taken and retaken by Alam 
King of the Goths , A. D. 410. and about 
1 16 5 years after the building of it. For the 
fpace of three days, this Imperial City, 
which for Nine hundred years had defied 
the Attacks of all its Enemies, even of Han¬ 
nibal himfelf, was ravag’d and plunder’d at 
the dilcretion of the barbarous Conquerors. 
Not long after it was taken by Totila, and 
after him by 'lbeodoricus, who made fo mag¬ 
nificent an Entry into it, that St. Auftin, 
wholly aftoniflfd at fo prodigious a fhow, 
wifiied that he had feen three things upon 
earth. 

J§J. What were they? 

A. Jefm Chrifl in the flefti, St. Paul in the 
Pulpit, and Ancient Rome in its fplendor. 

Did not the Roman Empire for fome 
time make a happy Progrefs ? 

A, It ad vanc’d rather than decreas’d from 
Julius Cdefar down to Nero *, but afterwards 
Galba, Otbo t and VtuHius , fo weaken’d it by 
their Civil Wars, that it was fcarce in a con¬ 
dition to preferve it fclf from the Infults of 
its Enemies. 

^ Who reftored this Empire to its An¬ 
cient Splendor ? 

A . In Trajan's time, as it poflefs’d the 
greateft Extent of Ground, fo it vifibly re¬ 
cover’d its former Reputation.From that Pe¬ 
riod it by degrees declin’d till the time of Con - 
Ilantine the Great, who by putting an end to 

all. 
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all inteftine Broils, retriev’d in fome manner 
its ancient Credit; but through a fatal ill 
management did it a greater Injury at laft, 
than all his Predeccflbrs before him. 

Q. How did that happen ? 

A , Firft he tranfplanted the Seat of the 
Empire from Rome, where it had fo long in¬ 
habited, to Conflantinople 5 by which means he 
abandon’d Italy and the Provinces which hy 
neareft it, to the Invafion of the Barbarians , 
and what was equally dangerous, to the 
Ambitious Attempts of theBifhops of Rome, 
who had always a mighty hankering after 
Temporals. Next, he confiderably enfee¬ 
bled it by dividing it between his Three 
Sons. 

How long did the Eafiern Empire con¬ 
tinue ? 

A. From the Sons of Conftantine the Great, 
for the fpace of Twelve hundred years, or 
thereabout, to Constantine PaUologus the laft 
Emperor of Conflantinople , who was preft to 
death in the Crowd, when Mahomet the fe- 
cond Emperor of the Turkj took the City of 
Conflantinople , in the Year of the Creation 
of the World 5505, and of the Birth of 
J.C. 1453. 

^ How long was the Empire of the Eafl 
in the pofleffion of the French ? 

A. Fifty fix years •, viz . from the year 
1204, to 12 do. 

^ How came it to fall into the hands of 
the French ? 

A> By 
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A. By the Valour of Baldwin, Earl of 
Flanders , who made himfelf Emperor of 
Conftantinople , and it was retaken by another 
Baldwin , the fourth of that name. 

I11 whofe hands did the Welfern Em¬ 
pire continue ? 

A. The Emperors of Conftantinople endeav 
vour’d all they could to keep it under their 
obedience •, and for that end feot their Depu¬ 
ties there, who had continual Brigues and 
Quarrels with the Popes, fothat at laft they 
had no manner of Authority or Credit in 
Italy about the time that Charlemagne was 
King of France. 

^ How did that happen } 

A. Pope Leo the II Id* finding himfelf now 
in a capacityto exercifethat power of difpo 
fing of Empires, which his Predeceflbrs had 
fo long thirfted after 5 and befides having 
great obligations to the French Nation, who 
had protedted the Holy See from the Infults 
of the Lombards , promoted Charles the Great 
to the Empire of the Weft. 

<§• By whom was he proclaim’d Empe¬ 
ror ? 

A. By the confent of all the Eftafes^ 
viz. the Clergy, the Nobility, and the Peo* 
pie. The Pope himfelf placing the Imperial 
Crown upon his head. 

When did this happen ? 

A. On Cbriflmas-Day , in St. Peter *s Church 
at Rome , in the Year of our Lord 801. 

42 And 


§1 And did this famous Conqueror acquit 
himfelf worthily in his place. 

A . He lived Fourteen Years after his Ele¬ 
vation to this Dignity, and reign’d with that 
univerfal Efteem of the world, that they 
were ufed to fay of him, He was a Conqueror 
% Caefar, Peaceable lilq Anguftus, and a Re- 
{hrer of the Church Itkfi Conftantine. He fum- 
mon’d a Council at Frankfort, where the ufe 
of Images in Churches, confirm’d by the 
fecond Council of Nice, was condemn’d j 
and he died at Aix la Cbapelle in Germany , in 
they id. Year of his Age. 

^ From whom did Conradtts I. ufurp the 
Imperial Crown ? 

A. From Charles the Simple King of 
frame, who was Grandfon to Charles the 
Great, and the only perfon left alive of the 
Race of that great Emperor. 

Q. For what realon do they fay Leo III. 
excited the People to proclaim Charles the 
Great, and beftow the Empire upon him, 
and his Defcendents and Succeffors, the 
Kings of France f 

A. For their Piety and Zeal to Holy 
Church. Nay, Leo the Third (olemnly prote¬ 
nd he would excommunicate all thole that 
(hould prefume to difturb them in the pofi- 
feflion of the Imperial Dignity. 

Did it always continue in that Line ? 

A. No 5 for about fourfeore and five years 
after this, Pope Gregory V. a German by Na¬ 
tion, and Couiin-German to the Emperor 

Oiho 
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Otbo III. of the Houfe of Saxony , to perpe¬ 
tuate the Empire in thofe of his own Coun¬ 
trey , made the Decree which is commonly 
called the Golden becaufe the Seal is 
made of that rich Metal. 

iJJ. What did the Pope ordain in this 
Bull ? 

A . That only the Germans (hould have a 
right to eled the Emperor j for which end 
he eftablifhed Six Ele&ors, Three Ecdelia- 
ftick, and Three Lay Princes. Others pre- 
tend they were eftabliflied long before, and 
that this Pope did only confirm them. 

Who are the Eccleliaftick Ele&ors > 

A. The Archbilhops of Menu, Cohn and 
Trier/, who are all Chancellors of the Em¬ 
pire, the firft for Germany, the fecond for Iw- 
ly, and the third for France . 

4 J. Who are the Secular Electors ? 

A . i. The Prince Palatine of the Rhine, 
Comptroller of the Houlhold. 2. The Duke 
of Saxony Matter of the Horfe. 3. The Duke 
of Brandenburg Great Chamberlain. 

^ Was not one more added to the Secu¬ 
lar Ele&ors ? 

as?. The King of Bohemia was taken into 
the number at firft, to be Arbitrator in the 
Cafe, whenever the Votes fell equal on 
both fides. 

And has not a new Ele&or been ad¬ 
ded to them fince? 

A . Yes, for the Prince Palatine having 
forfeited his Ele&orate which was given to 

the 
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the Duke of Bavaria , they conftituted ano¬ 
ther for him at the Peace of Munfttr . Since 
the late Revolution in England , the Emperor 
his been induced to create a new Ele&orate 
in favour of the Duke of Hanover, in conii- 
deration of the great Services he has done 
the Empire, particularly in this prefent Con¬ 
federacy again ft France * but as ’tis oppofed 
by feverai Princes of the Empire, who have 
enter’d their refpedtive Protcttations againft 
it, we cannot potitively tell what will become 
of this Affair. 

Who was the firft of the Houfe of Ah - 
jlria that obtain’d the Empire ? 

A. Rodolphus Earl of Hahspurgh , whom 
after a tedious Interregnum, which had like to 
have proved fatal to the Empire, the Eledors 
unanimoufly chofe. He overcame Ottocam 
King of Bohemia , and in confequence of that 
Vidory bellowed Aujtria upon his Son Al¬ 
bert, and laid the foundation of that power¬ 
ful Houfe, which has brought forth fo many 
Emperors and Princes to Europe , and which 
ever fince the days of Charles the Fifth, who 
firft projeded the ELdion of a King of the 
Romans , has enjoy’d the Empire. 

Of the Increafe, Purity, and Decay of 
the Roman Eloquence and Learning. 

^TN what Condition was the Roman 
X Language at firft > 


A . For 
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- A. For the firft Five hundred years, that 
is, till they had made themfelves Matters of 
Italy, it continued very unpolite and barreni 
and produced no Authors of Eminence and 
Note. Their Speech is a corruption of the 
JEoltc Gretk^, which was fpoken in the 
Southern Provinces of that Countrey, called 
Gracia Magna , and now comprehends the 
Kingdom of Naples . Their Eccleiiaftical 
Terms, as well as the Rites and Ce¬ 
remonies , and whole body of their Theo¬ 
logy, were borrowed from the Hetruf- 

cans. 

c?. Who were the firtt Roman Aik 
thors ? * 

A . Not to mention thofe whofe Works 
are loft (for that would be an unnecefla- 
ry labour ) Plautus and Terence, have an 
eftablifhed Reputation 5 Plautus fee ms to 
have propofed Arilhpbanes, the Author of 
the old Comedy, for his Pattern; as Terence 
copies Menander , and entertains us with the 
New. 

£). What Alterations did it receive after¬ 
wards? 

A. F rom Terences time, who flour iftied af¬ 
ter the fecond Punic War, and is the ftandard 
of the Latin Dialogue and Converfation, by 
reafon of their frequent Commerce with the 
Greeks , and other Politer Nations, their 
Language daily improved in all other parts. 
Lucretius , Salujl, and Catullus, who flourifhed 
a little before the Civil Wars between Cafat 
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and Pompey , as they writ with a purity equal 
or above any that preceded them, fo they arc 
excelled by fewthat follow’d after 5 and Tully 
complains that much of the force, and fpirir, 
and majetty of their Language was loft even 
in his time. However , Yis agreed on by 
molt hands, that in Augulbts's time it arrived 
(o' its' higheft pitch of perfection and purity, 
at which time Virgil, Horace , Ovid, Tibullus, 
Piopertius , Corn. Gallus , Manilius ( though 
others place him in the Reign of Tbeodcfuir 
the Younger), and not to mention any 
more , Corn . Celfus the Phyfician, and Livy 
the Hillorian, flourished. 

When did it begin to decline ? 

A, As by a Fate peculiar to all fublunary 
things, nothing continues long in the fame 
Hate, but mud either advance or go back¬ 
ward 5 the Roman Language began to decline 
Com af'er Augujius. Now and then, ? tis 
true,, (lept up an extraordinary Genius, that 
in fpite of-the Age he lived in, preferv’d the 
ancient Purity; as for inOance, Minutim Falix 
under the Emperor Severus ; but we have few 
lnflances of this nature. For the firft hundred 
years, and fomething more, it efcaped tole¬ 
rably well, but fcon after Trahans time, w*e 
find it was ftrangely corrupted. 

£L What Reafons are commonly aflign d 
for thedecay of theirEloquence andLanguage? 

A . The former is generally afcrifced to 
the lofs of their Liberty, and the fubverlion 
of the Old Government, which allow’d a 

N greater 
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greater latitude and freedom of fpeaking 
than they enjoy’d under their Emperors. 
Several Reafons may be given for the latter; 
as firft, their affe&ation to incorporate fo 
many Greet^ Words and Phrafes into their 
Tongue 5 a Vanity complain’d of by Juve» 
nal. In the Age before they feldonTufecJ 
them but in cafe of neceflity, and even 
then, as is evident from Jullys Example, 
they writ them in Greet ^ and not in Latin 
Characters. 

Q, What other Caufes are aflign’d for it? 

A% The continual Irruptions of the Nor¬ 
thern Nations, who like a mighty Torrent, 
fwept every thing before them. Such pro¬ 
digious fwarms of people hill breaking in 
upon them, could not but occafion a vaft al¬ 
teration in their Language. To this may 
be added the introducing cf a new Religion, 
viz. the Chriftian, in the Empire* the Pro- 
felfors of which brought in with ’em a new 
fet of Phrafes and Words, that were none 
of the politeft, and wholly unknown before, 
as feeming always to have a greater regard 
to the truth of what they delivered, than to 
the purity of their Di&ion. 

< 4 , How did it fare after this ? 

A. From the Tenth to the middle of the 
1 $th Century little or no Learning was ftir- 
ring in thefe Weftern parts of the World: 
The Monks, who were the only people that 
pofTeft any (hare of it, amufing themfelves 
in the ftudy of School-divinity, as 5 ris com- 
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monly call’d. Thofe that were the Hiftori- 
ans in thofe Ages leaving nothing but mife- 
rable jejune Relations of things behind them, 
larded with frequent Miracles of their Saints, 
which feem to have been written in defiance 
of Eloquence as well as of good fenfe. 

^ How came it to revive again ? 

A. ’Twas occafion’d by two remarkable 
Accidents that happen’d within a ftiort fpace 
of one another. The firft was the invent ion 
of Printing at Mentz in Germany , in the Year 
1440. by the help of which, to the incredi¬ 
ble benefit of the Learned World, we can 
print more Volumes in a day, and that 
more correftly, than the Ancients could 
have written in an year. The fecond was 
the taking of Conjiantinople by the Turk/ about 
twelve years after, which forced feveral of 
the Learned Greek/ to quit their Native 
Countrey, and come into Italy , where they 
were forced to teach Greeks for their own fu- 
ftenance* Of this number were Theodvrits 
Gaza, Conjlantinus Lafcbaris , Cbalcondilas f 
Cbtyfoloraf , ‘Trapezuntiits , who began to re¬ 
vive the ftudy of that Language, which for 
the fpace of Five hundred years had been 
perfe&ly buried. 

What Perfons of Note encouraged 
Learning at that time } 

A. Pope Nicholas the Fifth, that great 
Friend to the Mufes, and Reftorer of Let* 
ters, employ’d the moft Learned Men of that 
Age to compare and revife the Old MSS. 

N 2 and 
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and print them j and we are particularly ob¬ 
liged to him for putting out Polybius . After 
him JEneas Sylvius , alias Pope P/W the Se¬ 
cond, who was himfelf a man of great 
Learning, promoted it by his Example and 
Encouragement. About this time the Art of 
Painting, which had been totally loft for fo 
many Ages, began to flourifh in Italy 5 and 
in the compafs of an hundred years arrived 
to its higheft perfe&ion. 

^ What were their principal Studies at 

this time? 

A. To retrieve the purity of the Latin and 
Gree ^Tongues, and learn their Antiquities 5 
for which end they convers’d with their Po- 
jiteft Authors, compar'd various Readings, 
turn’d over Gloftaries and Old Scholia upon 
Ancient Hiftorians, Orators and Poets* con- 
fulted old Infcriptions,examin’d old Statues 
and Bjffo Rclitvojy in which as Italy abounded 
aibove all other Count lies of Europe , fo it fur- 
liifhed them with a better opportunity to be 
skill’d in the Ancient Habits, Uteniils, Sa¬ 
crifices, &c . than the reft of their Neigh¬ 
bours. The moft eminent men for this fort 
of Learning, were Laurentius Valia, Tomponius 
L<etus , Alexander ah Alexandro , RodolpbttJ 
Agricola. 

Q How long was this Learning confin’d 
to Italy ? 

A . Not long; for although the halms 
had the honour to revive it, and made a 
very confideiable progrefs in it, yet about 

the 
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the latter end of the 15th Century, wheft 
Copies of Books were pretty well multiplied 
by Printing, Leaning croft the Alpes, and 
foon after EraJ'miis , Buddeus, Ben us Rbena- 
nur„ &c. difperfed that fort of Knowledge 
through England , France , Germany , and the 
Low Countries. 

Fjk Wh3t Learned men had we then In 
England ? 

A. In King ILnry the VfHth’s time, 
which' was the fooneft that we came ac¬ 
quainted with the BeL’es lettres in England ' 9 
we had an admirable Set of Philologers in 
this Nation who were excellent Critics, and 
had a great command of the Latin Tongue, 
Sir 7 homas More, Cardinal Tool, Linacer, Col¬ 
let, Cheeky Afcham , and (everal more, often 
to be met with in Erafmus’s Epiltles. In¬ 
deed about the beginning of the itfth Cen¬ 
tury a remarkable turn of Affairs happen’d 
in this part of the World , which did not 
a little contribute to advance all forts of 
Learning. 

<3). What was that ? 

A. In the Year 15 ip. Luther made'a 
publick defe£ion from the Papal Authority, 
which, till then,was generally receiv’d with¬ 
out any manner of examinarion.This change 
of the Scene obliged both Parties,^, thofe of 
the Reformation, and the Champions for the 
Chu’cb of Foment 0 proftcute their Studies in 
the Learned Languages vigoroufly. The for¬ 
mer to juftify their Separation, and to prove 

N 3 that 
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*hat Antiquity was of their fide 5 and the 
Matter, to keep their ground ftill, and pre- 
ferve the remainder of their Credit and In- 
tereft with the People. When this Theolo-/ 
gical War was over, men applied themfelves 
to all the other parts of Learning i and in 
this laft Age Mathematical and Phyfical Sci¬ 
ences feem to have been the predominant 
Studies of the Learned men of Europe: not 
Lut that a Critical Skill in Antiquity was at 
the fame time purfued by feveral Extraor¬ 
dinary men, as Bifhop VJber, Mr. Selden, 
Sir John Marfbam , Mr. Gatafyer , and after 
them by Dr.Spencer, Ifaac Vojfms, Nic.Heinfw , 
Frederic Gronovius , Ezekjel Spanbeym , and Gra- 
vius , Men even in this part of Learning equal, 
if not fuperior to any that cultivated it before 
them. In fhort, all manner of Learning feems 
at prefent to be better diffufed in all parts of 
Europe than ever it was; but whether the 
Genius’s of this and the lafi Age are compa¬ 
rable to thofe Immortal Heroes of Antiquity, 
truly fo called, is aControverfy that cannot 
be conveniently difeufs’d in fo narrow com- 
f afs as this Paper will allow. 
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An Abridgment of the Principal 
Cuftoms of the Romans. 

Concerning their Months. 

5 : TNto how many parts did the Romans 

X divide their Months? 

A. Into three, the Calends, the Nones , and 
the Ides . 

g. From whence comes the word C<*- 
lends ? 

A. From the word Calo, to call , becaufe 
on that day the Pontiff fumoton’d the Peo¬ 
ple to tell them how many days it was to 
the Nones . The Calends were peculiar to the 
Roman People 5 whence the Proverb, adCa- 
lendas Gracas, ue, Never. 

J^From whence Were the Nones fo call’d ? 

A. Becaufe they were the Ninth day be 
fore the Ides . 

And from whence are the Ides deriv’d. 

A. From the old Zufcan word iduare, 
which fignifies to divide, becaufe they divide 
the Month into two almoft equal parts. 

When began the Calends ? 

A . Gn the firil day of the Month. 

Jg. .When began the Nones- ? 

A . On the feventh day of the following 

N 4 ; Months, 
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Months, viz. March, May, July , and CUlober, 
all which have one and twenty days. 

When did the Ides begin ? 

A* On the fifteenth of the above-men¬ 
tioned Months. 

^ And in the other Months when came 
the Nones and the Ides ? 

A. The Nones on the fifth, and the Ides on 
the Thirteenth. 

Thus the firft day was reckon’d the 
Calends, as Calende Januarix is the firft of 
January ? 

A. Right \ and the fecond day , if the 
Month had its Nones on the feventh day, 
was call’d the iixth before the Nones $ and if 
on the fifth, the fourth day before the Nones t 
But the next day immediately following the 
Nones , is in every Month alike call’d the 
eighth before the IdeSi 

How many Nones have the Months of 
May, July, Oftober, and March ? 

A . They have all fix; the reft have only 
four; but all the Months in general have 
eight Ides . 

And after the Ides are over, how do 
you reckon then ? 

A. By the Calends , which are told back¬ 
ward, and named from the following Month. 

<g. Pray give me an Inftance ? 

A . As the 18 th. of the Calends of May is 
the 14*6. of April . 

Cannot you give me fome art'ficial 
Verfes to fix theft? Rules in my memory? 

A. Yes, 
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A •• Yes, they are as follows ; 

Sex Mains Nonas, Ottober> Julius, & Mars t 
§htaiuor at rrtiqiri \ tenet Idus quilibet OSlo. - 
hide dies rdiqitos cmnes die ejfe Cahndas . 

Of the Roman Tear , and difUnclion 
of Days. 

<^.TNto how many Months did Romulus 
X divide his Year ? 

A . Into Ten, and it confifted of 304 
d vs: But after him Ntma added two 
Months, riz. January and February, and made 
hh Year to contain Three hundred fifty four 
da\s* but this Computation falling out too 
fiiort for (he fp.n e of a regular Year by Ten 
L-avs and fix hours yearly, it occalion’d every 
eighth year an interpoficion of three whole 
Months, which they call’d Leap year. 

What alterations did Julius C a far 
make in the Roman Calendar ? 

A, He added the old Ten days to Nunn 
hmpilius's Year; and left the odd fix hours 
liquid breed any confuiton, he order’d that 
every fourth year one whole day fhould be in* 
ferted next after the 23^. of February . 

When-did the old Romans beg : n their 

Year ? 

A . At March \ for whi.h reafon thofe two 
Months which in honour of Julius and Au* 
ipjus Cafar have been lince called Julius and 

N .5 . Am* 
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Augujtus, were by them called Quintilis and 
Sextilis) as being their fifth and (Ixth Months. 

What were their Vies Atri and Peftri- 
duani ? 

A. Unfortunate and unlucky days. They 
were called Atri , becaufe they were marked 
in their Kalendars with black, as on the con¬ 
trary their Vies Albi , or lucky days, were 
mark’d with white Characters. This Cu- 
ftomthey borrow’d from the Scythians. 

^ Why had they the name of Pofiri- 
duani ? 

A. Becaufe the Romans were of opinion, 
that dies poftridie Calendar , Nonas , & Idus , i. e. 
the next day after the Calends , Nones, or Ides , 
of every Month was unfortunate. 

What other diftintftion of d ays did 
they obferve ? 

^.They had their dies fejlifit firi£ ..Holidays, 
becaufe they did on fuch day s ferire vittimas f 
that is,offer upfacrifice5 then their working- 
days,called profefli.quafi procul afeftir,and their 
half holidays, which ab intercidendo they call’d 
dies intercifi, days as it were cut afunder; 
one part of them being allow’d to all man¬ 
ner of Bufinefs , and the other wholly to 
Religious Offices. 

Are thefe all 

Ai No , we find another diffin&ion of 
Days in the Roman Kalendar * for fome were 
Bailie whole Court-days, others ex parte Fa- 
fti-> half Court-days % and laftly, Nefajli , non- 
leet days, tho indeed the wor<£ Nefa(hts does 
often fignify unlucky? Jg. From. 
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From whence are thefe Names de¬ 
rived ? 

A. zA Fando from fpeaking, becaufe upon 
thofe days which were Fa(li 9 the Prsetor 
might lawfully keep Court and adminifter 
Juftice, which was not done without fpeak¬ 
ing thefe three words, Vo , Vico , Addico. 

O. What is the meaning of thofe three 
words? 

A. A Judge is faid 9 dare> when he grants 
out an Action or Writ againft a man 5 dicere , 
when he paffes Judgment on him 5 an dad- 
diem , when in the Court he fees and allows 
the delivery of the thing or perfonon which 
Judgment is paffed. 

When did the Romans begin their day ? 
A. Their day begun at our Six in the 
morning 5 fothat their Hora Prima was cur 
Seven. Hwa Secunda our Eight, Hora Tertia 
cur Nine a Clock, and fo on. 

^ What were the Nundine ? 

A. Every Month had Three great IVhr- 
kets, which becaufe they were kept every • 
Ninth day, were called Nmdina. 

Of the Republic. 

^TTOW many forts of Slaves were there 
J[ jL among the Romans ? 

A. Three. 

^ What were the firft ? 

A. The iirft were the Children of Slaves, 

*0 whom they gave the name of Verna . 

What t 
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Slaves by a Civil right, viz, fuch as 
were fold. 

£• And the third, what wereihey > 

A. Slaves by the Law of Nations, thofe 
that were taken inBattd,or publickly bought 
at an Audlion. 

How many forts of Free-men were 
there among the Romans > 

A. Three forts, like wife; In the firft place 
thofe that were born, free, and of Parents 
which had been always free, and thefe they 
calld Inpenui ; Secondly, the Children of 
thofe th it had been made free, who were 
call’d Libert ini: Thirdly, thofe who of Slaves 
were fee at liberty by their Matters, and the fe 
laft were call’d Ltberti. 

Q How many ways were there of obtain 
ing the Freedom of the City of Rome ? 

A. Three. 1 . By Birth, both, or at le.dl 
one of the Parents being free, and thefe w ere 
called Civet Originarit. 2. By Gifc, when the 
Freedom was bellowed on any Stranger or 
Nation, and thefe were called Qiitate Vonati. 
3. By Manumiinon. 

Qz Atrer what manner was that perform’d? 

A. The Servant was brought before rhe 
Oonful or Praetor by his Mailer, who laying 
his hand upon his head, cry’d, Hmc liberum 
fffe volo , and with that turn’d him rourd, 
gave him a Cuff, on the Ear, and was faid, 
tmittere ferzumc mamt. Then the Prsetor laid 
a, certain Rod call'd ViadiQa, upon his head, 
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andanfwer’d, Vico eum effe liberum more Qk;~ 
ritum : At that time he received a Cap as a 
token of Liberty; whence ad pileum voca:e 

aliqu m, is to fet one free. 

Into how many Orders di i,Romulus 

divide the City of Rome ? 

A . Into two*, viz s, the Patricians or Nor 
bles, and the Plebeians or People. After* 
wa ds a third Order, namely, that ot the 
Knights or Equitcs, was added. 

O. What Privileges did the Patricians at 

that time enjoy ? 

A, They had a Right to afpire to all the 
Dignities and Offices of the State ; but in 
fiwceeding times the Plebeians were not exclu: 
ded from them, except fome few, which 
were never executed but by Patricians . 

Of their Army, 

OfT\F how many feverrl parts was (he 
V_/ Roman Army compos’d ? 

A. Of three parts: The full were the 
Roman Legions, wherein nene but the Ro¬ 
man Citizensferved. The fccondccnliilcd of 
the Allies, that is to fay, the People of Italy. 
And the third was made up ot Auxiliary 
Troops Cent by Foreigners. 

Q How were the Allies paid ? 

A, They f ryed gratis, and had nothing 
but a certain quantity of Corn given them : 
As for the Auxiliary Troops, they were daily 
paid, but they did net.take the Military Qath, 
as.the Allies did,. ^V\hat 
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■(£• What did a Legion comprehend ? 

-d. A certain number of Horfe and Foot. 
Into how many Companies were the 
Infantry and Cavalry divided ? 

Into Ten ; in every Company of Foot 

there were three Bands of Soldiers, and in 
every Band two Centuries. 

Into how many Centuries were the 
Troops of Horfe divided ? 

A. Each into three Centuries, and fo there 
was confequentiy fixty Centuries, and thirty 
Decuries in every Legion. 

S- Who commanded the Infantry ? 

A. Six Tribunes, with fixty Centurions, 
one to each Century. 

By whom were the Decuries com¬ 
manded ? 

A. By thirty Decurions, and by one Offi¬ 
cer to whom they gave the name of Prad’eCl, 
and this Prafedf was at the head of a whole 
entire Wing. 

i§s How man y men had they in each 
Company of Foot ? 

A. Sometimes four hundred and twenty, 
and fometimes they amounted to fix hundred* 
men. 

^ How many men were there in each 
Turma, or Troop of Horfe ? 

A. No more than thirty, ten in each De- 
cury, but in the Wing three or four hundred. 

From whence did the -Roman Legions 
take their name ? 

A, From their Pcank ; thus, forififtance, 

thofe 
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thofe that were of the firft, call’d themfelves 
Soldiers of the firft, and thofe that were of 
the fecond, call’d themfelves Soldiers of the 
fecond Legion. 

£J. What Authority had the firft more 
than the fecond Legion ? 

A . It was fuperior to all the left as well 
for Quality as Number, becaufe it was com* 
manded by the moft experienc’d Officers. 

I?. Had they not another very conlidera- 
ble Body befides this ? 

A . Right $ and that was the Pretorian 
Regiment, which always follow’d the Com¬ 
mander in chief, who as he rais’d this Com¬ 
pany, fo he often pickt out the beft men he 
could find in the other Troops, or at lea ft 
his beft Friends, to compofe it. Auguflus had 
Nine of thefe Troops of Guards 5 but they 
became afterwards fo unruly, that inftead 
of guarding the Emperors, they frequently 
difplaced and killed them. 

gh How many Legions had the Romans 
in the time of the Confuls ? - 

A . At firft there were only four, that were 
equally divided between the two Confuls 5 
afterwards the Allies were oblig’d to furnifh 
them with four more. 

^ Did not the number of them rife con- 
fiderably higher in following Ages ? 

A . Yes, for in the fecond Tunic War the 
Romans had in Italy, Sicily, and Spain, Twen¬ 
ty five Legions 5 but in the Civil War be¬ 
tween Cefur and Pompey , they amounted to 

forty» 
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forty 5 and at the Siege of the A#- 

my of Anthony , and that of the Confab 
Wj$ compos’d of Fifty Legions 1 

H nv were the Allies ranked ? 

They were difpofed after fuch a man- 
ner, that they cover’d the two lides of the 
Romm Legions, which made thefe Troops be 
ca ‘^ ^ °r Wings $ their Commanders 
not calling themfeives Tribunes, but Pr$- 
fcdK 

Q- ^ difference did they make be- 
tween a Wing, and & Cornu? 

A* They indifferently ufed the latter, 
when they fpokc of the Rom.w Legions and 
t’ndr Allies j whereas they held cm made u(e 
ot the former when they (poke of Legions, 

J ut alrnofi always when they (poke of the 
1 roops of Horfefurnlffced by the Allies. 

Q. What was a IVbig at that time when 
the Republic fLurifh’d > * 

A Nbtlvng but the Horfe of the Allies•; 
but under the Emperors they gave this name 
to the Auxiliary Troops. 


Of the Soldiers* . 


-v TTO W many forts of Soldieis had the 
JLTt Romms in their Infantry ? 

A. 1 here were four foits of them. 


<§-. What was the firft ? 

A. Thole that were light arm’d, and 
confidently htcell for all forts of nimble 
Service. Thefe were generally young Fet* 
lows. Who. 
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fj. Who were they that compos’d the 

{econd ? 

A . The Hrfati or Pike-men , who were 
fomewhae more advanc’d in age. 

What was the third ? 

A. Thofe that for their Age and Valour 
were called Princtpes •, they carried a Buckler, 
and ufed Hangers and were all in the 
llrength and vigor of their Age. 

What was the fourth ? 

A. They were the Hmrij, old experienc’d 
Soldiers, that fought in the third rank; 
They ufed Bucklers, Hangers, and the Ttlurn. 

^ How many Bands were therein every 
Cohors ? 

A . Three,as I have already told you. The 
firft confiding of Pikemen, the fecond of the 
Principes , the third of the 7 riitrij, who were 
always Six hundred * but the others were 
fometimes more and fbmetimes lefs. 

A. What particular Commander be¬ 
longed to thefe light-aim’d Soldiers ? 

A. They had none, but were equally di¬ 
vided among the three other bodies. 

Had they not feveral names? 

A. At hrh they were call’d Ferentarij , Ln- 
rjrij % and siccenfi, bccau-fe they tilled up what 
was wanting in theLegions. Afterwards the 
name of Vdites was given them 5 and hftly, 
that of Anufignani , of Vileces , of Archers 
and Slirigm, all which names are derived 
either from their Arms or their rank 5 and 


as they were not over- charged with Arms, 

they 
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they generally began the fight by calling of 
Darts, Stones or Arrows. 

Who were the Evocati ? 

A % They were certain old Soldiers, who 
after they had ferv’d their time, were defir’d 
by the Generals of the Army to make another 
Campaign. Thefe had great Privileges con- 
ferr’d upon them# 

Of the Commanders* 

^rrow many forts of Commanders 
XT were there ? 

A. Three forts. Firft, the Centurions 
and Tribunes commanded the Foot, $e* 
condly, the Deeurions and -the Prarfe&s the 
Horfe. Thirdly, the Lieutenants and the 
General commanded both one and the 
other. 

^ What were the Priviledges of the firft 
Cohors ? 

A. That he who was Centurion of the 
Pikes call’d himfelf the firft Pike $ he of the 
Principes the firft Prince, and he of the Tria- 
rians the Primipilus. It belonged to this laft 
to keep the Romm Eagle, to fix it in the 
ground, or carry it * which we underhand 
by the ninth and tenth Primipilus, 

^ How many Cohorts were there in 
each Legion ? 

A • There were ten in each Legion, and- 
in every Cohors fix Centurions. 
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§K From whence did thefe Centurions 
derive their names ? 

A. From the Cohors where they ferved. 
Thofe for inftance that were of the tenth, or 
the eighth, call’d themfelves the tenth or 
eighth. 

§h But he that commanded the Triarians 
in the tenth Legion, how was he call’d ? 

A, He was call’d Vecimus Piltts ; he that 
commanded the Principal Vecimus Princeps ; 
and fo of the reft. 

Q. What reward was given to a Soldier 
after fome glorious Exploit ? 

A. From the fecond Centurion of Pikes 
in the tenth Cohors they made him the firft, 
that is to fay, the tenth Pike, afterwards 
tenth Princeps r &c .and this in the fame 
Cohors. 

How did they recompence him after¬ 
wards according to his merit ? 

A . He was made firfi Officer of the Ninth 
Cohors, then of the Eighth, and fo on till 
he came to the Firft, or perhaps fo a Tri¬ 
bune’s place, if Fortune favoured him. 

What did the Tribunes command ? 

A. They commanded the Legion, the 
Centurions, the Cohorts and Companies 
of Foot. 

^ What did the Prsefe&s command ? 

A. They commanded a Wing of Horfe, 
and the Decuries the other Companies and 
Decuries. 

Q How many men were there in a 
Wing ? A . There 


4 ^ From 
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A. There were thirty in thefe Companies 
and ten in every Decury. 

Who chofe the Legate or Lieutenants 
to the Generals ? 

A T hi Senate nominated then*, or cife 
the Generals chofe them themfeives to tire 
number of three, or four, or more. 

What power had they ? 

A, They hid power to judge private 
Gaufes, and commanded the Army in tire 
General’s abfence. 

Q* Did no tAuguftus eftablifti two forts of 
them ? 

A> Yes, he made Gonfular ones, who 
were to look after the whole Army 5 and the 
Praetorians, who took care of every Legion. 

9 s To whom did they give the name of 
Ttnperator belides the Cefars ? 

A. To thofe that by a Commillion from 
the State had the managing of an Army, 
being the fame that a Pr^tor was in Ancient 
Times. 

VY ho had it befides ?' 

a, Thofe that after they had gained fonts 
remarkable Victory, wherein at leafta thou- 
fand of the Enemy were (lain, received this 
Title bra from their Soldiers, and afterwards 
from the Senate, and then public Supplica¬ 
tions were granted them to thank the Gods, 
and fometimes a Triumph. 

What were their Colours > 

A. An Eagle, a Wolf.a Minotaur, a Horfe, 
and a Boar. 

What 
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What was this Eagle made of? 

A. It was a golden Eagle fixt upon a Pike, 
and was only the Enlign of the Roman Legi¬ 
ons, fo that they counted their Legions by 
Eagles. It was Hrft of all born by Marius. 

Q. W hat did the Romans ufe for an En- 
(ign in Romulus 1 s time ? 

A . They took an handful of Hay, and 
percht it on the top of a Pole i but this was 
afterwards chang’d into a Pike, on the top of 
which they placed a (mall piece of Wood. 

At er what manner was it cut ? 

A. In i he foimof a (rtfs and from 
it feveral fmall Chclcs and little Bucklers 
hungdovvnCvofs wife, and above it was ele¬ 
vated a Hand. 

6b W hat was painted upon thefe Cir¬ 
cles ? 

A. The Renrefemations of their Gods and 
Emperors. Their Javelins like wile ferved 
for Entigns. To thefe the Emperors added 
an Elephant, a Sphinx, and a Dragon. 

To whom did thefe Standards be¬ 
long ? 

A. To the Hoife 5 thefe Colours were 
fourfquare, and faHen’d to a P.ke curi- 
oully adorned with embroider’d hlames, 
in Gold, and in Purple ; and Corneridies the 
Names of the Emperors were artificially 
wrought in them. 

Jfttr 
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After what manner they difpofed their 
Army for a Battel. 

4 JFNto how many Battalions did the Ko» 

J mans divide their Army ? 

A. Into two or three Battalions*, into 
two when they made two Wings, one upon 
the Right, the other upon the Left. 

And when into three ? 

A . When between the two Wings th:y 
placed a third Battalion, and this happen’d 
when they had no more than two Legions, 
or fometimes more. 

Where were the Romans placed ? 

A . They ftood in the middle, and the Al¬ 
lies in the two Wings. I have here given 
you a defcription of an Army drawn out af¬ 
ter their manner, which I borrowed out of 
Titus I Alius. 

How many Legions were drawn out 
in this Army defcrbed by Livy ? 

A. Four, two confiding of Romans , and 
two of their Allies. 

<§. Where were the two Romans placed > 

A. They were placed in the midft, the 
Elder of the two on the right, and the other 
on the left, and the two Allies in the two 
Wings. 

When their Horfe were drawn out into 
Squadrons, where did they hand ? 

A. They were placed in fuch a manner 
on the (Ides, that that of the Romans cover’d 

the 
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the Right Wing, and that of the Allies the 
Left. 

How many Ranks had they in every 
Legion ? 

A. Three. The ftrft was of Pikemen, the 
fecond of the Pritiapes, the third of the Tria¬ 
rms. In the front were to be feen all the ten 
Companies of Pikes belonging to every Legi¬ 
on, and confequently the Van was compofed 
of forty Companies. 

U here did the Evo'cati hand ? 

A. They were either with the General, 
or in the middle of the Ranks to encourage 
the reft. 

^ And where were the Centurions ? 

A. They were thus diftributed : Two 
commanded the middle Battalion \ and the 
other two commanded one the Pvight Wing, 
and the other the Left Wing. 

Where was the General’s place ? 

A . It was between the Triarii , and the 
Frincipcs . He was furrounded by the Pr£to- 
rian Bands, and from thence commanded the 
whole Army. 

How were the Companies difpofed ? 

A. They were fo difpofed in a Quadran¬ 
gular form, that the Legion was likewife 
fcurfquare. They fought juft as they were 
ranked. 
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Of the Honours that were bejl owed on 

the Conquerors. 

AWTTHcn a General had gain’d a confi- 

VV derable Vi&ory, and the Soldiers 
had faluted him by the name of loipcrator ) 
what did ire next do? 

A He immediately difpatched Letters 
crown'd with Lawrel to the Senate to de¬ 
mand of them, that they would give him 
the rame of Imperator , as likewife that they 
would decermre Supplications , that is. appoint 
publick Supplications or Prayers. 

<§. What did the Senate when they had 
agieed to this Propofal ? 

A . They all went in a Body to the 
Temples to thank the gods, and offer'd Sa¬ 
crifices to them. 

. ^ What did they afterwards do ? 

A\ They gave PuhlicK Entertainments; 
and the Publick Rejoycings continued more, 
or lefs, according to the Circumftances of 
the Victory, and the quality of the Conque¬ 
ror. 

^ Why was a Icffei Triumph called Ovi- 
tio ? 

A. As well from the joyful Acclamations 
of the Soldiers, who often redoubled this 
letter 0, as beesufe that in this lefTer Tri¬ 
umph Sheep were offer’d , as they offer’d 
Oxen in the greater. 

Who might pretend to this Triumph? 

A, He 


A . He that was neither Di&afor nor Con- 
ful, and he that had not vanquifti’d a lawful 
Enemy. 

g. What honours did they pay him ? 

A . He was crown’d with Mirtle, and Ih 
made his Entry into the City, preceded by 
fevcral men playing upon Flutes. Learned 
men are not agreed whether he rid on Hone- 
back or no. 

dg. How was the folemnity of a Triumph 
order’d ? 

A. Firft marched-the Flutes and Trum¬ 
pets, next the Oxen that were defign’d for 
Sacrifice adorned with Garlands and Rib¬ 
bons j after them were to be fern the 
Spoils taken from the Enemy, the feveral 
Titles and Pveprefentations of Nations and 
Cities. 

Who follovv’d after this ? 

A. The conquer’d Leaders, Princes and 
Ksngs bound and fetter’d. 

§>• And where did the Imperator , or Lord 
General appear ? 

A. He was mounted upon a Chariot in a 
Triumphal Robe, crown’d with Lawrel, 
and held a branch in his hand, 

^ How was this Chariot drawn ? 

A . Sometimes by. Stags, fometimes by 
Lions or Elephants, but for the general p^rt 
it was drawn by four white Horfes. 

^ Who follow’d the Chariot ? 

Ai The Children, the Relations, and 
Friends of the Conqueror. The vi&orious 

O Army 
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Army marched afterWards, the Cavalry and 
Infantry each in their proper rank. 

After what manner did they march? 

A . They were all crown’d with Lawrel, 
and fang certain Verfes fuitable totheOcca- 
fion,and carried about them the marks cf their 
Valour, fome Bracelets, others Spears, or 
Chains about their Necks, the greateft part 
Crowns. 

Whither did the Conqueror go in this 
Proceffion ? 

A, He went to the Capitol where he of¬ 
fer’d Sacrifice, after which the Senate made 
a magnificentFeafl: at the publick Expence. 

What fort of a place was the Capitol? 

A. It was a Temple dedicated to Jttpiur I 
upon the Tar prism Hill. Vomit i an laid out 
Three Millions to guild it. 
f What was peculiar to this Temple? 

A. There were three Altars in it; one 
.dedicated to Juno , another to Mimrva , that 
in the middle, which was the moil magnifi¬ 
cent, to Jupiter. 

Of the Southfaycrs or Augurs. 

Hat was the proper buiinefs of the 
Augurs ? 

A . Their Office was to explain Dreams, 
Extraordinary Events and Oracles, which 
they did by the iinging or flight of Birds, or 
by obferving how they fed. 

Whence is their name derived ? 

A* The/} 
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A . They were call’d Augures ab avium gar- 
ritu, from the chirping and Iinging of Birds, 
and Aufpices qitafi Av if pices ab aves afpiciendo , 
from beholding the flight of Birds. Thefe 
two kinds of Soothfaying have occalion’d 
thefe and the like Sayings, bonis avibus or 
aufpiciis with good luck, malts avibus with ill 
luck. And becaufe they began nothing in 
eufpicato, i. e. without the Counfel of the 
Augurs, hence aufpicari rem has iignified co 
begin a matter. 

From how many forts of things did 
they draw their Auguries ? 

A. From rive. Firfx from Thunder and 
Lightning in the Heavens. 

Jf[. What was the fecond ? 

A. By the iinging of fome Birds, as of a 
Raven, a Crow, an Owl, and thefe they 
call’d Of sines', or by the flight of others, as 
Eag'es, Vulturs, Buzzards, which were 
called Pr£j)ztes. 

A And how was the third ? 

A. By Chickens : Early in the morning 
they gave them fomething to cat, now if 
they did not immediately pick it up with 
great greed in: fs, (b that fome of the Crums 
fell cut of their mouths, if they walked from 
one fide to the other, if they crovv’d, or if 
they flew away, it was looked upon to be 
an ill Augury *, If the contrary happen’d, 
they drew a happy preface from it. From 
thefe Pallets the Augur was call'd Pulla - 
rm% 
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What was the fourth > 
yj. It was taken from four-footed Beafts, 
as Wolves, Foxes, Goats, Afles, Wealds’ 
Rats, eh:, which either fhould crofs the way, 
or appear in fome unufual place. 
j£J. How was the fifth ? 

A» From any extraordinary Accident 
either within doors, or in the Fields. 
As for inftance, fuppofe a man had feeen 
a Weaffl, or if Rats had eaten Honey, jf 
one had heard a ttrange voice, &c . all this 
they call’d Vir<e. 

What did the Soothfayers do with 
the Viftims ? 

A . Firft, they confidered the different 
manner they follow’d thofe that led them to 
the Altar, if they did it eaiily or with diffi¬ 
culty, the letter or greater quantiry ot Blood 
that came from them. 

What other Obfervations did they 
make ? 

^.They obferv’d the good or bad difpofition 
of the heart and liver.Laflly,from the bright- 
nefs or gloominefs of the flame, they drew 
either a good or a bad Augury. Thofe that 
obferv’d the Fire and Smoke were by a pecu¬ 
liar name call’d CapnomanUs from the Gree\ y 
which is as much as to fay, Smoke Prophets. 
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Of the Roman Apparel . 


S FT O W w^re the Romans cloathed ? 

JTjL A. They wore over their Tu¬ 
nic a woollen Robe. The Grecians had their 
Mantle called ?aliium y which was as peculiar 
to them as the Tog* to the Romans, 

What fort of a Robe was it ? 

A, The figure of it was generally in a 
demi-circle, and fometimes fourfquare. 

Q. Were there any plaits or folds in this 
Gown ? 

A . There were two, fo placed that one 
was above the other *, the uppermoft came 
flopeing crofs from the right to the left, af¬ 
ter the manner of a Belt, and the lower 
came from the waft of the Gown to the 
bottom. 

Q. Who wore their Gowns edged ? 

A, The Magiftrates and Priefts, but efpe- 
daily Children, who till they were feventeen 
years old wore it with another mark of their 
Nobility in the form of a golden Heart, 
which was fatten’d to the Collar. 

<§>. And when they were feventeen years 
old, whit Robe did they wear then > 

A. They took the Toga virilis which was 
wholly plain. Nay, young Gentlewomen 
wore the fame Habit till they were married, 
the Edges of which were covered with 
Purple. 

^ What did they wear under this Gown > 
O 3 A . One 
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.AOne or two Tunics or Coats,that which 
was next the Skin was call’d the Subucula , 
and the Other kept the name of Tunica. 

«§!r VVhat fort of a falhion’d Coat was it 
that the People wore ? 

A . It was without Studds. The Knights 
wore one with fmall Studds, and the Sena¬ 
tors theirs with large ones. 

How wererhefeStudds made? 

A . They were nothing but knots of Pur¬ 
ple in the form of broad Nail-heads, fow’d 
or embroider’d upon the Stuff, 

§ 1 - Who wore the Robe which they call’d 
the Palm at a ? 

A. Thofe that triumph’d. This Robe 
derived its name from Palms which were 
painted upon it. All the different Habits 
which we have no Englifti Names to exprefs 
them by, were different Military Vefiments 
which they wore over their Tunic. 

Thofe Sumptuous Cloaks call’d the 
PalptdamenUtm and Cblamys , how were they 
liiade ? 

A . They were made of Scarlet, Purple 
dnd Cold, and ferv’d to defend them from 
the cold. 

How many forts of Shoes had they > 

A. Two, one which only cover’d the Sole 
of the Foot, the other which cover’d it 
wholly. 
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The Roman Games. 

g. fj O W many forts of Games were 

O there among the Romans ? 

A . Several forts. 

^ Where were they kept ? 

A. Some in the Circus , or on the Theatre, 
and took their names from thence \ others 
werefacred, and celebrated in Honour of the 
Gods. 

How were thefe faered Sports call’d > 

A. They were generally named from the 
Deity in whofe Honour they were kept. 
Others were made upon the account 
of fome Vow. Funeral Sports were only 
kept at the death of fome petfon, and others 
for mere exercife. 

Q* How many forts of Sports were re¬ 
presented in the Circus ? 

A . Seven (bits. Fir ft, they either 
fought at Whorle-bats , or at Fifticuffs , 
or Cudgels, or Swords, or Javelins, 
or Pikes, &c . Or elfe they were Gladia¬ 
tors , or men fighting with beafts , or 
hftly, they wreftled with one another, to fee 
who could give the firft fall. 

The fecond was Running. 

The third was Leaping, and that either on 
a level place, or eUe from a low place to a 
high one, or from a high one to a low one* 

The fourth was (hooting. 

The fifth was Fighting on Horfeback. 

O 4 The 
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The fixth was driving Chariots drawn by 
three or four Horfes. ; 

The feventh was a Naumacbia , or Sea-fight, 
reprelenting in frefh water the manner of a 
Nival Engagement. 

After what manner were the Amphi¬ 
theatres built? 

A % They were built in a Circular or Oval 
Form, the middle part was call’d the Cavea, 
or Arena, 

Why was it call'd fo ? 

A, Becaufe if was covered with Sand. 
^The Games called the Megalenfei , were 
celebrated in honour of Cibek the Mother 
of the gods. 

Thofe kept in honour of Cem , as alfo 
thofe kept in honour of M*rs,Flora, and jtpailo % 
took their name from thefe Divinities. 

The Capitoline Games were celebrated in 
memory of the prefervation of the Capitol . 

The Roman Games, which were kkewife 
for QiftindHon call d the Great Games, were 
kept in honour of the three Deities Jupiter , 
Minerva. , and Juno. 

The Plebeian Games were inftituted after 
the return of the people to Rome . 

The Compitalftij were kept in the crofs- 
ways and open Streets. 

The Secular Games were fo named, not be- 
caufe they were celebrated but once in an 
Age, but becauft they were very fddom ex¬ 
hibited. 
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Young Gentlemen were only concern’d 
in thefe laft, and he that prefided in them 
was call’d the Princeps Juventutis , or Prince 
of the Youth. 

Of their Funeral Rites. 

Jg. TTTTHat Cuftoms did the Romans ob- 
W ferve, when they perceiv’d a body 
dying? 

A. The next of the Kin receiv’d his laft 
gaip of breath into his mouth, to (how how 
unwilling he was to part with him, and as 
foon as he was dead clos’d his eyes. 

What was the firlt thing they did 
when a perfon was dead ? 

A . He was wafhed, anointed, and em¬ 
balmed If he was a Man of Quality, they 
put him on a Garment peculiar to his de¬ 
gree, then placed his Corps in a Bed near 
the Gate, and on the eighth day carried him 
to the Pyra or Funeral Pile. During theft 
(even days his Friends met together, and 
made great Outcries about his Body, hoping 
to awake him if he were not perfe&ty dead. 
This was call’d Conclamatio ; whence we pro¬ 
verbially cry Ccnclamattim eft , when we give 
a thing for loll. 

^ Who cariied his Body ?' 

A. The greateft men of Note in the Re - 1 
public carried him in a Bed all covered with. 
Purple*. 

o 5 
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X£ But if he was a man of an indifferent 
Fortune ? 

# A. He was then carried in a Bier by one of 
his neareft Relations,to the Futiculi^hces of 
Publick Interrment, fuppofed to be the fame 
with the Catacombs 5 or elfe by thofe whofe 
bulinefs and Employment it was , who were 
a vefpmino tempore , call'd Vi ?fp£> or Vefpilimes , 
becaufe they buried them in the dusk of the 
evening. 

What appear’d at the head of this 
Funeral Pomp, 

^ A* The Marks of his Nobility, the Tro- 
pnies of Arms, the Spoils and Standards he 
had taken in War, laftly, the Buftoes and 
Sratues of his Anceftors either done in Wax, 
or painted, were carried before him. 

What follow’d after this ? 

A* His Relations, Friends, and Children* 
with their hair diftievcTd, and in mourning 5 
from following the body aJequendo , thefe Fu- 
neral Rices have been call’d Exequix. 

Did not the Women likewife fol- 

low 7 ? 

A, Yes, but bare-headed, and apparel’d 
in white, beiides a great number of Pnefjc^ 
or Female Weepers, who with their lludied 
Lamentations gave an Example to the reft. 

J?. If the deceaied was a perfon that had 
done great Services to the Commonwealth, 
whither did they carry his body? 

A. It was carried to the Forum , or Pub- 
lick Place, where a Funeral Oration was de¬ 
liver’d in praife of. him.. ^ When < 
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<|P When that Harangue was over, whi¬ 
ther did they go ? 

A. They carried him to the place where 
his body was to be burnt: Here they eredied 
a large Pile or Tabernacle, compofed of the 
Wood of Retinous Trees, garnifih’d all about 
with Branches of Cyprefs. 

<*K What did they do afterwards ? 

A. After they had caft his Arms and Ap¬ 
parel upon this Pile of Wood, the Body 
was to be burnt. His Friends were formerly > 
ufed to cut off one of his fingers, which •• 
they buried with a fecond Solemnity. 

After ail thefe Ceremonies, what did 
they do with his Body ? 

A. They placed it at IaA upon the Vyra, ■■ 
and chcncireu Relation to the deceafed Par¬ 
ty either in Blood or Friendship, turning 
his face averfe, (ft it on fire with a Torch. • 
g. What did they do about this Pile > 

A. Sometimes they fn:d human blood ei¬ 
ther of Captives or Gladiators, and feme- ' 
times thefe weeping women flatbed their 
cheeks. 

<•). When the Body was burnt, where - 
did they put the Allies ? _ - 

A. The y walked them in Milk and Wire, 
then put diem into an Urn, after which the 
Prieit thrice fprinkPd the company with clean 
water, and the eldeft of thefe Frxficx cry d 
aloud, Licet , which is as much as to fay, . 
Now you may: go. , 
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K- What anfwer did the handers-bv 
mcke ? 7 

A. They figh’d, and fa id, Farewell, fire- 
weu, we will follow you in our turns > when it 
Jhall pleafe Nature. 

Whither were his Bones and Allies 
carried ? 

A. They were carried to a Sepulchre, be¬ 
fore which an Altar was built, and upon it 
they burnt Incenfe. 

After all thefe laft offices were per¬ 
form’d, what did his Heirs do ? 

A. They gave a Feaft to his Relations, 
and fornetimes to the People, but always 
prepared a Funeral Supper for the old and 
aged men, which was called Silicernium, and 
figuratively fignifies an old fellow. 

«§}. Did the Romans ufe to bury within 
the City ? 

A, By a Law of the Twelve Tables it 
was provided, That none befides the Empe¬ 
ror and Veftal Nuns fhould be buried within 
the City 5 tho fome few for particular rea- 
fons have obtain’d it. They generally bur 
ried them near the Highway, to put Patten¬ 
s ' 5 in mind of their Mortality 5 hence we 
meet the word Viator fo frequently in old In¬ 
scriptions. 

^ What was the ancient way of bury* 
ing among the Romans ? 

A . Interment \ but afterwards to prevent 
the ill treatment of their Enemies, they, 
burnt their Bodies, as, the Grecians did. 

How-* 
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However, ’tis credible the poorer fort were 
jiilllnterr’d, as being the cheapeft way *, and 
that only perfons of Condition ufed Burning. 

Of their Eating. 

^TTQW many Hated times do you find 
jTj the Romans had for eating? 

A. They breakfafted in the Morning * 
towards Noon they dined, but alwayfs very 
foberly, becaufe they dined alone, a little 
after followed their Beaver, and towards 
Nine a Clock at Night they went to Supper, 
which was generally very magnificent, be¬ 
caufe they invited their Friends to it. 

^ What did they do in the beginning of 

their Entertainments ? 

They gave each of the Guefts a Bil¬ 
let, wherein was fet down the Number, the 
Quantity, and Order of the Courfes. 

g. Upon what did they fit at Supper¬ 
time ? , 

A . They lay upon Beds. They placed no 

more than three Beds about the Table, and 
three in a Bed, becaufe they had feldom more. 
Guefts than Nine, and they wer* cover’d 

with Purple. , , _ , 

What did they ufe to do before they 

lay upon thefe Beds*. 

A . They walhed their Body , changed 
their Garments, and pull’d off their Shooes 
fpr fear of spoiling die Beds. . 


. 
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&K Into how many Parts did they ufuaily 
divide their Supper ? 

A, Into Three, which they call’d their 
firft, fecond, and third Courfe. In the firit 
were always ferv’d Eggs, and in the iaft 
Courfe ( whether fccond or third ) always 
Apples, whence we fay proverbially, Ahm 
ufqm ad mala. 

<§J. What was the Spwtula ? 

A » A Dole of Meat diftribufed by Pcifons 
of Eminent Quality, to the People, which 
from the Panicr or Basket in which it was 
brought, was call’d Sporiula. Sometimes 
they diftributed Money inftead of Meat * fo 
that Sportul* denoted any kind'of Dole ei* 
ther of Meat or Money; and as often as it 
was given in lieu of a Supper, it was oppo¬ 
sed to Ccena red a, 

JjJ. What was a Ccenareda, or Ccena dubia? 

A . Both iignify a handfom Entertainment, 
where there is Plenty and Variety of Diflies. 
lied* here Ggnifies as much as Vera, and is 
oppos’d to Sportula, a light and fliort Sup* 
per : *Tis called Dubia, becaufe in fo great a 
variety the Gucft does not know where to 
begin. Ccena Ambulatorta is a Supper where 
one Diih walks through the Table. 

Of their Priefis . 

^.f'TTHat was the Chief-Psicft’s or Ton - 

W tifix Maximus's Office ? 

A . He looked after ail the other Priefis, 

and; 
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and to him it belonged to judge of all mat- 
ters that had a relation to the Wot (hip of the 

Gods. _ , r 

O Who was the-firft Emperor that al- 

fum’d the Title of Pontifex Maximus ? 

A. Augujius Cdifat ; and the fucceeding 
Emperors follow’d his Example, as we find 
in their Coins and Medals. Nay, the Chri- 
fiian Emperors retain’d the Name, till Grattan 
jffued out a Prohibition for any one to give 
him that Title. 

<5. Why were Tlamines fo named ? 

A. From the Hat or Mitre they wore, 
which in ancient times was called Ylama* 

«g. By whom was the Temple of Vtjia 

inftituted ? 

A. Either by o£m&s , or Afiamm > at 
leaft the Veftal Virgins were by Numa Prnpi- 

lius . 

Q. What Rules did they obferve ? 

A. They were obliged to take none into 
the number of Veftals, as were born either 
of a Slave or a Freed-man, or were ill- map d, 
or were above Ten, or iefs than Six Years 
old. It was an Honourable Order, and they 
were extremely refpe&ed^by all people. 

What was their Office? 

A, To keep the Sacred Fire; which if by 
fome Misfortune or Negleft it were extm- 
guifli’d, they were to kindle it with nothing 
but the Fire of Heaven: For which pur- 
pofe they ufed to contxatft the Sun-beams in 
afimning-Glafc, ^ How 
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. A How rainy Years did they continue 
in the fervice of this Goddefs * 

A. Thirty years i during the firft ten thev 
learnt ail the Ceremonies, which they putin 
practice the ten years next followings and 

the laft ten they employ’d in inftruftine the 
Novices. ° 

§• After this time was. expir’d , what 
Privilege had they ?• 

. A ' Trf y , were at liberty to quit their Sa¬ 
cerdotal habit, and marry. 

Q. When the Sacred Fire was fuffer’d fo 
go out through Negligence, what Punifh- 
ment did the Criminal endure ? 

si She was publickiy whipt, and if any 
of them loft their Virginity, they were bu¬ 
ried alive. 

JJ. Where ? 

A, Without the Town, in a very dark 
Vault where they had a Bed, and a Lamp 
lighted. * 

Q. Did they leave them any Food in the 
Vault > 

A. Left the Criminal fhould immediately 
dye of Hunger, they left a little Bread, Milk; 
and Oyl. ’ 

Q When the Veftal was (hut in, and the 
door made up, what did they ufetodo > 

A . That day a profound lilence was kect 
in Romeo 
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Of the Roman State . 

¥ Nco how many parts was the Roman 

1 People divided ? 

A . Into Three : Firft , the Senators , 
which wasthemoft Powerful Body, fo that 
nothing was done without their Advice. 

g. Which was the fecond ? 

A. That of the Knights, which next to 
the Senators made the gieateft Figure in the 
Government. In this number the Sons of 
Senators were reckon’d, till fuch time as 
they were of Age to be Senators. 

jg. Which was the third part ? 

A . Twas the People* by which we are to 
underftand all thole that were neither 
Knights nor Senators. 

Q What were the Roman Comitia ? 

A . Affemblies, where they uled to give 
their Votes \ and becaufe they gave them 
when they were divided fometimes intoC#- 
ri<e or Wards, and fometimes into Tribes or 
Centuries, thence arofe the different Names 
of thefe AfTemblics. 

^ Had not all thefe AfLmblies their re- 
fpecttve Privileges? 

A. Yes? and they were conven’d for 
fome fpecial occalion , as to create Magi- 
firates, to enadf fome Law, or give their O- 
pinion. The different places where thefe 
Laws were made, gave them different 
Names* 

Jg. Who 
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Q Who were there in the Affembly of 
Magistrates ? 

A. Belides Citizens , there were thofe 
that hood for Offices, and were called Can¬ 
didates, becaufe they wore a. white garment. 

Who were there belides thefe in this 
Affembly ? 

A. Difrributors, in Latin D'tribitore.t, who 
gave the people WoodenTabics as they paffed 
over certain Bridges,and eolle&ed theirVotes. 

Were no other peifons admitted 

there? 

A. There were Guards that took care left 
there Ihould be any Cheat in gathering their 
Votes, and Cryers who proclaim’d aloud 
who had moil Votes. 

J$L How did they manage Judicial Cau- 

A. There was the Plaintiff, the Council, 
and the Defendant, who had his Friends 
about him, and appear’d in a very ordinary 
Garb, with a long Beard, his Hair and every 
thing about him negligent and out of order. 

How did they give their Suffrages ? 

A. At firft they ufed to give them viva 
voce, but afterwards in all Affcmblies for 
Laws or Judgments, they gave the people 
Wooden Tables; in one were thefe two Let¬ 
ters, Li. R. that is to fay, ZSti Rogas , Be 

it as you delire it. 

Q What was writ in the other ? 

A. The letter A y fignifying Antiquo $ i. e. 

I forbid it. 

<§• If 
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<5\ If the number happen’d to be equal, 

ho wd id they then? . 

A. The Sentence was void, unlefs in the 
cafe of Criminals, for the Century which 
did not condemn, was fuppos’d to abfolve. 

^ How many Affemblies did they keep 

to eie<ft Magiftrates ? „ 

A. Two. The firft to ele£t; Wbomwottd 
you boon, faid he who pr elided, for your Coh- 
fuls or Praiors .? and after the Eledrion was 
made, Are you contented that fi/L Cicero, and 
M. Anthony, whom the people have pitched up¬ 
on to he Confuls , Jhottld Jiand> 

Q What does the word Forum ligmtyr 
A!T was either the place where they bought 
and fold, or fignified the fame with Curia t 
the place where the AiTembiies were held. 
What is the meaning of the word Rp 

fira i . f 

A. It fignities the Tribunal, from whence 

they harangu’d the People. 

Why was it fo called? 

A, Becaufe if was formerly adorn’d with 
the Beaks of the Ships which the Romans 
took from the People of Annum . 

Of their Gladiators . 

A T whofe expence were thefe Prizes 
Xjl. perform’d. 

A. Sometimes at the expence of private 
Pcrfons, who to make themfelves popular, 

exhibited thefe Shows; and becaufe they 

were 
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were freely bellow'd upon the People e 0 
whom by a publick Bill they gave notice 
what day they Ihould be fought, therefore 
they are frequently denoted by the La-,; 
Word Muniis. 

& What was the original of thefe Spe- 
ttacles ? v 

A» It was derived from a common pra* 
ctife among the Heathens at the burial of 
their Friends, who were of opinion that the 
tiled ding of man’s blood woa’d be propitia. 
tory to the Soul deceafed* and for this pur- 
pofe bought Captives and Slaves to be fccri- 
heed upon thefe Occallons. Thefe particu- 
lar kind of Fencers were called B«/W, but 
afterwards thefe SpetSades were play'd not 
only at Tombs, but in the Circus, and Am- 
phitheatre. Nay, the Humour prevailed fo 

’ J ( T t n k! ' TOC * ira as Legacies 

by Will and Tdlament to the People. 

,<■ When they met on the day appointed 
what Weapons did they fight with? ’ 

• if' T l *?7 7 ere of two forts ' Luforia tela, 
with which they only Ihow’d Feats of Adi- 

vtty; and Decretory, with which they really 
encounter d one another for life or death. 
Jiieir skirmilhtng with the former was pro- 
perl y termed pr£ludium. 

When a Gladiator receiv’d a dange¬ 
rous wound, what became of him ? 

A He was not immediately difehargrd, 
for this depended upon the pleafure of the 
hmperor, or the People, or the Perfon that 

gave 
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j gave the Show. If they thought fit to make 
' him continue the Fight, though in never fo 
great extremity, they fignitied it convertendn 
foil teem, by turning up the Thumb, as they 
did the contrary premzndo pottieem, by turning 
down the Thumb.! his difeharge was called 

^ What reward did the Conquerors re¬ 
ceive ? 

Sometimes Money, fometimes a Gar¬ 
land of Palm-tree , whence figuratively Pal- 

m has been ufed to fignify the Vi&ory it 
felf• fometimes the People gave them a 
Wand call’d Runs, and fomes a Q^p or ?/- 
1 lew, both which lalt were Badges or Tokens 
1 of Liberty, and of their being wholly dif- 
j charged from this fiavifti fort of life. 

Of tbs Sibylline Oracles among the 

Romans. 



O W many Sibjlls were there ? 

A* They are generally reckon’d 


to be Ten. The tirft was called Perfica, the 
fecond Lybica , the third Delpbica , the fourth 
Cum&a^ the fifth Erytbr**, the fixth Sarnia , 
the feventh Cumana^ the eighth Hellefpontica^ 
the ninth Phrygia , and the tenth liburtina . 
They were alt of them Women very famous 
for the Spirit of Prophecy. 

^ Where were their Books kept? 

A, Within the Capitol under ground in 
a Cheft of Stone, where they continued fafe 

till 
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fill the burning of the Capitol in SyDas time. 
But to retrieve this lofs, the Senate difpatch’ 
ed Envoys into Greece and Afu to collect all 
the Prophefies which went under their name. 
They were fuppofed to be of that certainty, 
that when they rifftrm’d any thing to be.un¬ 
doubtedly true, they.ufed to fay it wa sSiby'Jt 
folium , as true as Sibyl* s Oracle. 

Q: Did not ‘fatqumus Prijhts inftitutea 
certain number of Priefts to expound and 
keep them Oracles > 


A. Y:s, who were arfirft from their 
numoer call d Duumviri , afterwards they 
wese iPwie ited to ten, and cal Pel Decemviri 5 
and laiily, Sf!a, as bis fuppos’d, added live 
more, and rn:-n they were call'd the fhhi’ 
dechfiun. Incfe Oracles were conftandv 
confuited in all times of public Calamity 
and Exigence , and to the above-mention'd 
Pfiefts it belonged to fee that Sacrifices, Sup- 
piicatiors, Pioceihons, Expiations, and in 
ihort^a!], Ceremonial Prices pveferibed by 
thefe Books were duly perform’d. 

«§?•. Wnich of the Sibyls wis it that writ 
her 0 r 2c1e? upon Leaves of Trees ? 

A, The SibyUaCum£a t and as thefe Leaves 
Wir - frequently fcitter’d by the winds, it 
was a dirhcult matter to place them in due 
order again. Hence arofe the Proverb, La* 
borlfm rjl ejaam Sibylla? folia cSgere . 

L» iibylij a proper name ? 

A. No i ’tisan appellation common to all 
V\ omen that have the gift of Prophecy, from 


aef. 
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(r/of, which in the JEolic Dial Si is the fame 
with God, and ?.e. Counfel* be- 
caufe they reveal’d the will and pleafure of 
the Gods to the people. 


Of their Sacrifices. 


a w* s 


was 

> 


the manner of Sacrlfi- 


A . Fir ft, the Prieft laid his hand on the 
Altar, and rehearfed certain Prayers to 
nas ) and Vi ft a, 

«g. Why fo ? 

Becaufe the Romans were perfuaded, 
that without their intercdlbn they could not 
have accels to the other ^ods. Hi$ Prayers 


being ended, he laid upon the Eeafts head a 
little Corn, together With a Cake made of 
.Meal and Salt, call'd in Latin Mala, From 
this Ceremoiy the Act of Sacrificing has 
been termed Imnidatio. 


What did he do after this ? 

A . He drank fume Wire cut of a wooden 
or earthen Chalice, which was afterwards 
carried about to all the people that they 
might alfo lib are or gently tafte of it. This 
Rite was call’d Libaiio. 

^ Proceed. 

A. When this was over, the reft of the 
Wine with Frankincenfe mixt in it, was 
pour’d upon the Bead’s Head between the 
Horns, ore crying cut with a ioud voice, 
mat!a eft bftia , i. e. m.igis atttiJ , and then 

they 
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they immediately began to kill the Sacri¬ 
fice. 

<§. After what manner was this done > 

A. Firft , the Prieft pu:kt off fome 
of the Hairs between the Horns, and threw 
them into the fire 5 then turning his Face to- 
wards the Eaft, he drew a long crooked 
Knife upon theBeaft’s Back, and command¬ 
ed his under Officers or Pope to kill the 
Bead. 

^ Were the Standers-by Idle all this 
while ? 

A. No, for fome faved the Blood in 
Veflels, others Flead the Beall, and 0- 
rhcrs w^lhed it. Then the Prieft obferv’d 
the Entrails, and if he difcoveied no ill 
Omens in them , the above-mention’d Popjg 
rowl d them in Barley-meal, and fent them 
in Baskets to the Priefts, who taking them 
up in a broad Platter, laid them upon the 
Altar and burnt them. This was properly 
call'd litare. 

Q. And how did they conclude ? 

A. After the portion laid out for the 
Gods was burnt, the people repair’d to 
a common Feall, where as they were eat¬ 
ing, they fung Hymns, and danced about the 
Altar. 


Of 
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Of their Marriages uni Divorces. 

U O ^ was manner of Contra- 

JljL #ing? 

A . For the greater fecutity they writ 
down the form of the Contradf upon Ta¬ 
bles of Record , and had them feal’d by 
fome Witnefles there prefent, who from 
this Adlion were termed Signatores . But 
tirii they confulted the Augurs, as they were 
ufed to do in all A&ions of any impor¬ 
tance. 

Q Why did the Woman wear the Pung, 
which the Man in token of his Afte&ion 
gave her, 011 the fourth Finger of her left 
Hand ? 

A. Becaufe they fuppofed that an Artery 
from the Heart proceeded to that Finger 
alone. 

Whence is the word Nuptie derived > 

A. From Nubo t which fignifies to cover, 
for the cuftom was that the Woman fhould 
be brought to her Husband with a Flammeum , 
or yellow Veil thrown over her Face. 

«§• Why was the Bride by a Teeming vio¬ 
lence taken away from her Mother, or next 
Relation } 

A. Becaufe of the good Succefs which 
Romulus and his Followers had in the violent 
taking away of the Sabine. Women. 

What other Ceremonies did thev 

ufc ? 


P 
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A. Towards night the Woman was led to 
her Husband’s Houfe (whence the common 
Phrafe Vxorem ducere to marry a Wife) with 
five Torches, to intimate the need which 
married Perfons had of five Deities, viz . 
Jupiter > Juno , Venus ^ Suadela , and Diana> who 
is oftentimes call’d Lucina. 

<§. What were thefe Torches made of ? 

A. Of a pitchy Liquour that iffued from 
a Tree call’d Teda. Hence the Poets figu* 
ratively called both the Torches, and the 
Wedding it felf 7 'edas. 

When the Woman was brought to 
the door, what did (lie then ? 

A . She anointed the Pofts of the Door 
with Oil, from which Ceremony a Wife 
was call’d Vxor quaji Unxor. Then the Bride- 
man lifted her over the Threihold, and fo 
carried her in by a feeming force. 

Q Why fo ? 

A* Becaufe (he con'd not in mod dry 
feem to go without violence into that place 
where (he was to refign her Virginity. 

gK As (he was carried in, what was it 
the Company cried aloud ? 

A* They cried TalaJJio , Talafto , as the 
Greekp did Hymen Hymenae; for which this 
reafon is alledged', That at the Rape of the 
Sabine Women fome of the meaner fort car. 
vying away one of the faired: Women , cer¬ 
tain Citizens would have taken her from 
them, which to prevent they pretended that 
they carried her to one Talajfius y a man of 
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great efteem, and fo brought their Prey off, 
the others accompanying her, and often cry¬ 
ing, TalaJJio, Talajjio, 

g>. What follow’d after this ? 

A. Being thus brought home, (he received 
the Keys of her Husband’s Houfe, to denote 
that the cuftody of every thing in it was 
committed to her care. 

4 J. How was the Marriage-Bed (filed > 

A. Genialis led us , and fometimes led us 
aduerfus , quod eum in atrio collocari \anux. ex ad - 
v : rf) mosfuit , that is, becaufe they placed it in 
the Court, dire&ly oppofite to the Gate. 

e®. What Ceremonies did they ufe the 
next day after the Marriage? 

A. They gave a folcmn Entertainment 
where the Relations and Friends of the mar¬ 
ried Couple met to make merry. This Feaft 
they called Repotia. 

iC How many forts of Divorces had 

they ? 

A. Two; One between Parties only con- 
traded. the fecond between married People. 
The fir ft was properly call’d Repitdium , in 
which the party fueing for a Divorce, ufed 
this (brill Conditione tua non utar; the other 
was callM Divortium> and the party that de¬ 
ified it ufed thefe words, Res ttsas tibi babeto y 
or res 1 ms tibi apitc, 

^ What is the reafon of this Phrafe, w/<- 
tere^ or remittere nuncium ? 

A, Becaufe in thefe Divorces they ufually 
fent their Wives a paper containing the 
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Caufes of their Separation per tntneium by a 
Meffenger. 

What Formalities were ufed in a Di¬ 
vorce ? 

The Ceremonies were quite contrary 
to thofe obferv’d in Marriage. For after the 
Cenfors were made acquainted with the juft 
Caufes of the Divorce, the Marriage-Tables 
were broken, the Dowry reftor’d, the Keys 
of the Houfe taken from the Woman, and 
{he turned out of doors. 

Of other Roman Cuftoms and Anti¬ 
quities . 

JLTXTHat Ceremonies did the Romans 
VV ufe in the building and razing of 
Cities ? 

A . In the building of Cities the Founders 
generally made their Augural Obfervations 5 
which being ended , they marked cut the 
place where the Wall was to be built, by 
ploughing up the Ground. Where they dc- 
iign’d the City Gate to be, they gently car¬ 
ried the Plough over it, whence a Gate was 
call'd Porta a Portando. • The like Ceremony 
of Ploughing was ufed in the demoliflungof 
Cities. 

What is the difference between Ara, 
and Altare ? 

A, The Ara was made fcurfquare, and 
cover’d with Turf, not very high from the 
ground, or as feme fay, clofe to it, and up¬ 
on 
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on this they facrificed to the Terrefirial Gocta 
The Alt are was lifted forxiewhat higher from 
the ground, and upon this they facrificed to 
the Geleftial Gods only. 

<g. What was the Scrobiculus ? 

A . A Furrow or Pit containing an Altar 
in it, into which they pour’d down the 
Blood of the Beatf flam, together with Milk, 
Honey, and Wine, when they facrificed to an 
Infernal Deity. 

What was the Focus ? 

A . In tfrid propriety of fpeech it is ta¬ 
ken for an Altar on which they facrificed to 
their Domefiic Gods, fuch as were their Pe¬ 
nates, or Lares , whence arofe the Proverb, 
Pro aris & focis certare , to fight for the de¬ 
fence of one’s Religion and Coun trey, which 
was part of the Militare Soar Amentum % or Oath 
adminiftred to the Roman Soldiers. 

j£. Who were the Dii majorum Gentium? 

A. Gods of the firft Rank and Quality, 
whom Ennius has thus compriz’d in a Di- 
ftick. 

Juno, Vefia, Minerva , Ceres , Diana , Venus , Mars , 
Mercurius 9 Jovis , Neptmus , Vulcanus , Apollo, 

They were likewife call’d Dii confentes quafi 
confentientes , becaufe Jupiter would do no¬ 
thing without the confent of all. 

Ml How was the fecond fort of Gods 
named ? 

A. They were call’d Sm'idei , or Demi- 
P 3 gods* 
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gods 5 alfo Indigetes^ i. e. God’s adopted, or 
Canonized, men deified, and Vivi. This 
laft Title they bellowed upon their Empe¬ 
rors, becaufe for their Merits they thought 
them worthy to be Gods. 

_(?. What were the Dii Patrii , or Tute- 
lares ? 

A . Such as had undertaken the protection 
of any City or Place *, and therefore the Ro- 
mans , when they befieged any Town, ufed 
by certain Charms to call out their Tutelar 
Gods, becaufe they thought it impoffible to 
take the City as long as they continued in it, 
or at leaf! fuppos’d it a Crime to make the 
Gods Prifoners. 

gK What were the Genii ? 

A . They were looked upon to be of a 
middle effence between Gods and Men, 
and every man fo foon as he was born, was 
fuppofed to be invifibly accompanied by a 
good and evil Genius or Angel. 

Q What were men ufed to write upon 
before the invention of Paper ? 

A . They fometimes writ upon the in¬ 
ward Rinds of Trees, called in Latin Libri 
(whence we ftillcall our Books Libri) fome¬ 
times in great Leaves of the JEgyptian Rufh 
Papirus , from whence comes our Enghfh word 
Paper, and the Latin Papirus. Shortly after a 
Conteft happening between Ptolomy King of 
tAEgypt, and EumenesKing of Pergamus ,tbe lat¬ 
ter found out the u(c of Parchment, and 
call’d it from the place Pergamena . At this 

time 
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time the Romani ufed to write in Tables of 
Wood, covered over with Wax, fo that Ta* 
bdU is employ’d to fignify Miffive Letters, 
and fabellcrrm a Letter'Carrier. Thefe Ta¬ 
bles or Books were made of the Caudex, the 
Trunk or Stock of a Tree, whence we bill 
call our Books Codices, a Caudicibtu . 

<g>. What did they write with? 

A. With a Stylus , an Indrument of Steel 
or Iron, having a (harp point at one end, 
and being broad, but keen and well-edg’d at 
the oth.r. With the fliarp point they writ 
what they pleafed 5 with the broad end they 
fcrap’d out what they had written* whence 
the Phrafe, Stylum tnvertere> which (ignifies. 
To fay and unfay a thing. 

What was the name of the Mark which 
they"made at the end of their Books ? 

A. They call’d it a Coronk 5 which the 
Interpreters of Ari/lophanes defcribe to be 
linea brevis ab inferiore parte flexa, All are a- 
greed it was fome known and common dafli, 
ufually fubjoin’d to the end of Books. This 
gives light to the Grai^ Proverb, Sot rfodfwf 
tttXUTM KogmS©-, i. e. from the beginning 
to the end. 

^ After what manner were their Books 
written in former Ages ? 

A . They writ a whole Book in one conti¬ 
nued Page, which was not cut into many 
leaves, and bound up, as the fafhion now is, 
but that one entire Page was ufed to bcroll’d 
upon a Staff fatten’d at the end of it. Hence 
P 4 a vol 
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a velvendoy we call our Books Folumma , Vo- 
lurries. 

What was the Vmbilicus ? 

A. The Staff on which the Book was 
roird, they call'd metaphorically Vmbilicu/, 
becaufe as a Navel is the middle of a man s 
body, fo when the Book was roll’d up, this 
Staff was the middle of it. However, be- 
caufe it was always fatten’d at one end of the 
Page, hence Vmbilicus , but efpecially when 
applied to a Book, ttgnifies 7 he End, as in 
Horace, ad Vmbilicumducere . 

How were the two knobs or ends of 
the Staff, which appear’d on each tide of the 
Volume, call’d > 

A. Cornua , and they ufed to adorn them 
with Silver and Gold. The Title, which 
was the beginning of every Book, was named 
Frons. 

Q, What Cuftoms and Ceremonies were 
ufed by the Romans in handling their Suits of 
Law > 

Pitffj there was, in jus vocation that is, 
the citing of one into the Court. Secondly, 
Voftulatio , a Requeft put up to the Praetor, 
That it might be lawful for the Plaintiff to 
enter his A&ion againft the Defendant j 
w hence poflulare aliquzm de hoc vel illo crimine, 
is to accufe one of this or that Crime. Third¬ 
ly, nominis delation the taking of the Defen¬ 
dant s Name into the Court-Book, and this 

was call’d, intendere a&’tonem vel litem , and 

dkm alicui diem j that is, to enter an Action 
againft one. Q. When 
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<jjK When Requeft was made by the Plain¬ 
tiff to the Praetor, That he might enter his 
A&ion againft the Defendant, did he not 
vadar't reum, i. e. demand Sureties or Bail of 
him to appear, on the day appointed > 

A. Yes ; and promifit vadimonium , that is, 
he entred like wife into Bond for his own ap¬ 
pearance on the fame day, which was com¬ 
monly the third day following, called pro¬ 
perly dies permdhms, and fometimes dies ter - 
this limply. 

Who were the Viri Confulares ? 

A- Not every one that was capable of a 
Conful’s Office, but thofe that had actually 
born it. 

^ How did the Romans date their Deeds 
and Charters ? 

A, At firtt they did it by naming the Year 
w herein their City was founded 5 as for in- 
ttance, ab urbe conditli the twentieth, thir¬ 
tieth, or fortieth year 5 but afterwards by 
liibfcribing the Name of their prefent Con- 
fuls. Nay, to know the Age of their Wines 
they fign’d their Veflels after the fame 
manner. 

What was their manner of felling 
fub cor on ci ? 

A. An Enemy was faid to be fold fub co¬ 
rona, when in the Market-Place a Crown 
was put upon his head in token of fuch a 
Sale * or elfe becaufe at that time he was 
furrounded with a Circle of Soldiers called 
Corona . 
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Q. What was their way of difmiiling an 
Enemy fub jugum? 

A. They eredfed two Spears, with a third 
lying a-crofs, in manner of a Gallows; then 
they caufed them, being d harm'd and their 
Belts taken away, to pafs under, in token of 
Bondage. 

Q Why did Lapis in old time fmnify a 
Mile? 

A . Becaufe at every Mile’s end a great 
ftone in manner of a mark-hone, was e- 
redied. 

Why did the Romans call the fpace of 
Five Years a Luftrum ? 

A . Becaufe they did once in Five Years 
Revolution Ittfbrare exercitum Romanum , purge 
the Roman Army by Sacrifice. Hence we fay, 
duo lujira , ten years , tria luflra , fifteen 
years, e^c. 

Q Does not Nomen fometimes fignify the 
fame as Bebitum , a Debt ? 

^ A . Yes, and the reafon is, becaufe the 
Creditors did ufe to write down theirDebtors 
Names: Hence they were faid, Nomina ftta 
liberare , when they paid the Debt; as on the 
contrary, they were faid Nominafaeere 9 when 
they contracted a Debt. 
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An Explication of feme Letters and 
Names that occur in this Hiftory. 


A Aulus. 
m Cm Cams• 

Vccimus . 

Lucius. 

M. Marcus. 

N. Nttmerinr. 

P. Publius. 

<?. Stiintus . 

Tints- 

Ap. Appius. 

Cn. Cm ns • 

S. Sfarms. 

7 iberius. 

Mum. Mamcrcus. 


Ser. Sennits . 

Sex. Sextus. 

F. Filius . 

N. Nepor, 
gK, §tfatuor.. 

S. P. R. Senates] 
Popmufque Roma - 
nus. 

S. C . Senates Cem 
fulto. 

Cof. Conful. 

Cnjf. Confules. 

HS . Siftertiwi. 


The- 
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The Geographical Names explained. 

A lhbrcg't. The People of Savoy and 

Piedmont, 

Ambrons. People of France living by 

Pillage, 

Albanians, People dwelling between 

the Cafpian Sea and the 
~ . Georgians, 

c a€u The People of Tranfylva - 

7 , . . nia. 

Iberians. The Georgians. 

Jnfubres. The Milamfe. 

Ltburnia. Hodie Croatia. 

Ligurians. The Genoese. 

Marcomanni . People near Auftria, whofe 

Countrey is Marc ac¬ 
cording to others the 
_ Bohemians, 

i£uadi. The Moravians, 

Sarmatia, A large Countrey, part in 

Europe y part in ytf/u, 
comprehending all Po • 

’ > Ionia, Kuffia , Mufcovy y 

„ . and rnoft of Tartary. 

*uevi, The Inhabitants of Schwa - 

Tent ones • The G ermans • 

fW*/. People of the Kingdom of 

in Spai%, 


A Ta- 


A Table of the Principal Matters con¬ 
tain’d in this Book. 


T H E Original of the Romans * 

^4 Chronological Table of the Latin 

Kings 3 
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